
WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY CHURCH! 

WEEKLY BULLETIN – SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2025 
 Hours: Orthros 8:15 am / Divine Liturgy 9:30 am 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Epistle Reading 

St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 11:21-33; 12:1-9 

Ἀδελφοί, ἐν ᾧ δʼ ἄν τις τολμᾷ - ἐν ἀφροσύνῃ λέγω - τολμῶ κἀγώ. Ἑβραῖοί εἰσιν; κἀγώ· Ἰσραηλῖταί εἰσιν; κἀγώ· σπέρμα 

Ἀβραάμ εἰσιν; κἀγώ· διάκονοι Χριστοῦ εἰσιν; - παραφρονῶν λαλῶ - ὑπὲρ ἐγώ· ἐν κόποις περισσοτέρως, ἐν πληγαῖς 
ὑπερβαλλόντως, ἐν φυλακαῖς περισσοτέρως, ἐν θανάτοις πολλάκις, ὑπὸ Ἰουδαίων πεντάκις τεσσαράκοντα παρὰ μίαν 

ἔλαβον. Τρὶς ἐραβδίσθην, ἅπαξ ἐλιθάσθην, τρὶς ἐναυάγησα, νυχθήμερον ἐν τῷ βυθῷ πεποίηκα· ὁδοιπορίαις πολλάκις, 

κινδύνοις ποταμῶν, κινδύνοις λῃστῶν, κινδύνοις ἐκ γένους, κινδύνοις ἐξ ἐθνῶν, κινδύνοις ἐν πόλει, κινδύνοις ἐν ἐρημίᾳ, 
κινδύνοις ἐν θαλάσσῃ, κινδύνοις ἐν ψευδαδέλφοις· ἐν κόπῳ καὶ μόχθῳ, ἐν ἀγρυπνίαις πολλάκις, ἐν λιμῷ καὶ δίψει, ἐν 

νηστείαις πολλάκις, ἐν ψύχει καὶ γυμνότητι. Χωρὶς τῶν παρεκτός, ἡ ἐπισύστασίς μου ἡ καθʼ ἡμέραν, ἡ μέριμνα πασῶν τῶν 
ἐκκλησιῶν. Τίς ἀσθενεῖ, καὶ οὐκ ἀσθενῶ; Τίς σκανδαλίζεται, καὶ οὐκ ἐγὼ πυροῦμαι; Εἰ καυχᾶσθαι δεῖ, τὰ τῆς ἀσθενείας μου 

καυχήσομαι. Ὁ θεὸς καὶ πατὴρ τοῦ κυρίου Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ οἶδεν, ὁ ὢν εὐλογητὸς εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας, ὅτι οὐ ψεύδομαι. Ἐν 

Δαμασκῷ ὁ ἐθνάρχης Ἀρέτα τοῦ βασιλέως ἐφρούρει τὴν Δαμασκηνῶν πόλιν, πιάσαι με θέλων· καὶ διὰ θυρίδος ἐν σαργάνῃ 
ἐχαλάσθην διὰ τοῦ τείχους καὶ ἐξέφυγον τὰς χεῖρας αὐτοῦ. Καυχᾶσθαι δὴ οὐ συμφέρει μοι· ἐλεύσομαι γὰρ εἰς ὀπτασίας 

καὶ ἀποκαλύψεις κυρίου. Οἶδα ἄνθρωπον ἐν Χριστῷ πρὸ ἐτῶν δεκατεσσάρων - εἴτε ἐν σώματι οὐκ οἶδα· εἴτε ἐκτὸς τοῦ 
σώματος οὐκ οἶδα· ὁ θεὸς οἶδεν - ἁρπαγέντα τὸν τοιοῦτον ἕως τρίτου οὐρανοῦ. Καὶ οἶδα τὸν τοιοῦτον ἄνθρωπον - εἴτε ἐν 

σώματι, εἴτε ἐκτὸς τοῦ σώματος, οὐκ οἶδα· ὁ θεὸς οἶδεν - ὅτι ἡρπάγη εἰς τὸν παράδεισον, καὶ ἤκουσεν ἄρρητα ῥήματα, ἃ 
οὐκ ἐξὸν ἀνθρώπῳ λαλῆσαι. Ὑπὲρ τοῦ τοιούτου καυχήσομαι· ὑπὲρ δὲ ἐμαυτοῦ οὐ καυχήσομαι, εἰ μὴ ἐν ταῖς ἀσθενείαις 

μου· ἐὰν γὰρ θελήσω καυχήσασθαι, οὐκ ἔσομαι ἄφρων· ἀλήθειαν γὰρ ἐρῶ· φείδομαι δέ, μή τις εἰς ἐμὲ λογίσηται ὑπὲρ ὃ 

βλέπει με, ἢ ἀκούει τι ἐξ ἐμοῦ. Καὶ τῇ ὑπερβολῇ τῶν ἀποκαλύψεων ἵνα μὴ ὑπεραίρωμαι, ἐδόθη μοι σκόλοψ τῇ σαρκί, 
ἄγγελος Σατᾶν, ἵνα με κολαφίζῃ, ἵνα μὴ ὑπεραίρωμαι. Ὑπὲρ τούτου τρὶς τὸν κύριον παρεκάλεσα ἵνα ἀποστῇ ἀπʼ ἐμοῦ. Καὶ 

εἴρηκέν μοι, Ἀρκεῖ σοι ἡ χάρις μου· ἡ γὰρ δύναμίς μου ἐν ἀσθενείᾳ τελειοῦται. Ἥδιστα οὖν μᾶλλον καυχήσομαι ἐν ταῖς 
ἀσθενείαις μου, ἵνα ἐπισκηνώσῃ ἐπʼ ἐμὲ ἡ δύναμις τοῦ Χριστοῦ. 
 

Brethren, whatever anyone dares to boast of -- I am speaking as a fool -- I also dare to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? 
So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a 

better one -- I am talking like a madman -- with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and 
often near death. Five times I have received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I have been 

beaten with rods; once I was stoned. Three times I have been shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been adrift at sea; 
on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, 

danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, through 

many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, 
there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to 

fall, and I am not indignant? If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of 
the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded 

the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped his 

hands. I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a 
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven -- whether in the body or out of the body I do 

not know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up into Paradise -- whether in the body or out of the body I 
do not know, God knows -- and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man I 

will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if I wish to boast, I shall not be a 
fool, for I shall be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or 
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hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I besought the Lord about 

this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 

Gospel Reading – Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul 

Matthew 16:13-19 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἐλθὼν δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἰς τὰ μέρη Καισαρείας τῆς Φιλίππου ἠρώτα τοὺς 

μαθητὰς αὐτοῦ λέγων· τίνα με λέγουσιν οἱ ἄνθρωποι εἶναι τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου; οἱ δὲ 
εἶπον· οἱ μὲν ᾿Ιωάννην τὸν βαπτιστήν, ἄλλοι δὲ ᾿Ηλίαν, ἕτεροι δὲ ῾Ιερεμίαν ἢ ἕνα τῶν 

προφητῶν. λέγει αὐτοῖς· ὑμεῖς δὲ τίνα με λέγετε εἶναι; ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ Σίμων Πέτρος εἶπε· σὺ 
εἶ ὁ Χριστὸς ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ Θεοῦ τοῦ ζῶντος. καὶ ἀποκριθεὶς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτῷ· μακάριος εἶ, 

Σίμων Βαριωνᾶ, ὅτι σὰρξ καὶ αἷμα οὐκ ἀπεκάλυψέ σοι, ἀλλ᾿ ὁ πατήρ μου ὁ ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς. 

κἀγὼ δέ σοι λέγω ὅτι σὺ εἶ Πέτρος, καὶ ἐπὶ ταύτῃ τῇ πέτρᾳ οἰκοδομήσω μου τὴν ἐκκλησίαν, 
καὶ πύλαι ᾅδου οὐ κατισχύσουσιν αὐτῆς. καὶ δώσω σοι τὰς κλεῖς τῆς βασιλείας τῶν οὐρανῶν, 

καὶ ὃ ἐὰν δήσῃς ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς, ἔσται δεδεμένον ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς, καὶ ὃ ἐὰν λύσῃς ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς, 
ἔσται λελυμένον ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς. τότε διεστείλατο τοῖς μαθηταῖς αὐτοῦ ἵνα μηδενὶ εἴπωσιν 

ὅτι αὐτός ἐστιν ᾿Ιησοῦς ὁ Χριστός. 
 

At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

"Who do men say that the Son of man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who 

do you say that I am?" Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 

shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 

 

SAINTS AND FEASTS COMMEMORATED TODAY 
 

Saints Peter and Paul, the Holy Apostles 
  

APOLYTIKION AND KONTAKION HYMNS SUNG AT THE SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Second Tone (Page 52) 
When You descended into death, O Life immortal, You destroyed Hades with the splendor of Your divinity. And when You 

raised the dead from the depths of darkness, all the heavenly powers shouted: O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to 
You! 
 

Apolytikion of Saints Peter & Paul in the Fourth Tone (Page 67) 

O Foremost of the Apostles and teachers of the world, intercede ye with the Master of all that He grant peace to the 

world and great mercy to our souls. 
 

Apolytikion of Holy Trinity Church (Page 75) 

English: Blessed are You, O Christ our God, Who has shown forth the fishermen to be most wise by sending down upon 
them the Holy Spirit. And through them, You drew the world into Your net. O merciful One, glory to You! 

Greek: Ευλογητός ει Χριστέ, ο Θεός ήμων, ο πανσόφους τους αλιείς αναδείξας, καταπέμψας αυτοίς το Πνεύμα το άγιον, 

και δι΄αυτών την οικουμένην σαγηνεύσας, φιλάνθρωπε, δόξα σοι. 
Phoenetics: Ev-lo-yi-tos i Hri-ste o The-os i-mon. O Pan-so-fous tous a-li-is a-na-di-xas ka-ta-pemp-sas af-tis to Pnev-

ma to A-yi-on, ke di af-ton tin i-kou-men-in sa-i-nef-sas, fi-lan-thro-pe, do-xa si.  
 

Kontakion of the Theotokos (Page 54) 

A protection of Christians unshameable, Intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering; reject not the prayerful cries of those 

who are in sin. Instead, come to us for you are good; your loving help bring unto us who are crying in faith to you: 
Hasten to intercede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you. 
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS  

TODAY’S EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES  

“Open Table Sunday” Hospitality Hour Today - Thank You! 
Thank you to all of those who have contributed to the “Open Table Sunday” Hospitality Hour today! Please place your 

ready-to-share plated items on the table located in the Gallery on your way into Liturgy. Please stay for a few moments 

afterwards and offer to help with clean-up.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

 

Hospitality Hour – Your Help is Needed 

Today, and next Sunday July 6, are “Open Table Sundays”! We especially need 
volunteers to set up and clean up on July 6. Without your help, we will not be able to 

enjoy our wonderful Hospitality Hour. Please email hospitality@holytrinitypgh.org, 
Sign up on the Board today or Contact Stacy at 412.298.9409 to volunteer. A 

reminder that we are encouraging “Simple Summer Sundays”. They are intended 
to be, well…simple! Fruit, vegetables, cheese, bagels and the like, will do the trick. 

Remember “Open Table” Hospitality Hour is where everyone is invited to bring one item to share with the community.      

We can all play a part. It’s how we do “Faith. Family. Community.” at Holy Trinity! 
 
Upcoming Greek Dance Troupe Practice Schedule  

Our Dance Troupe has begun practicing in preparation for their festival performances. If you have any questions, please 

reach out to Victoria (412.496.9128) or Eleni (412.953.3699). The groups are as follows: HOPE- 5 years old-2nd grade, 
JOY-3rd grade to 6th grade, GOYA 7th grade-12th grade. The practice schedule is below. 

• TODAY, June 29: HOPE, during Hospitality Hour 

• Wed, July 2: HOPE, 6pm 

• Sun, July 6: HOPE, Hospitality Hour 

• Thurs, July 10: HOPE, 6pm 

• Sun, July 13: ALL Groups, Hospitality Hour 

• Wed, July 16: HOPE 5pm/JOY & GOYA 6pm 

• Sun, July 20: ALL Groups, Hospitality Hour 

• Wed, July 23: JOY & GOYA, 6pm  

• Sun, July 27: JOY & GOYA, Hospitality Hour

 
Offices Closed for Independence Day Holiday  

The offices of the Archdiocese, Metropolis and Holy Trinity Church will be closed for Independence Day this Friday, July 4, 

in honor of America’s Independence Day holiday. 
 

Father John Away through July 15 
Father John will be away through July 15 to serve at two weddings in Greece and take some personal time in between. 

One of the important lessons learned by both Father John and the community during his sabbatical was the importance of 

clergy taking real time away for renewal and recharging. That lesson has carried forward with life-long impact and many 
long-term benefits, so while Father John is away, he will not be available via phone or email, and all our parishioners are 

asked to refrain from contacting him to allow this time to be a true renewal (between weddings, anyway!) rather than just 
another working time away from the office and always on call. In Father John’s absence, Father Radu Bordeianu 

(FrRadu@HolyTrinityPgh.org) will be offering liturgical services and fulfilling urgent pastoral care needs. Please see him 
following services regarding personal matters or contact our Office Administrator, Mary Portellos (412-366-8700 or 

office@HolyTrinityPgh.org) with any clergy requests, including memorials and sacraments. For clergy emergencies only, 

call 412-366-8700 and select option “2”. For all other office matters, including facilities scheduling, Bulletin and email 
announcements for ministry events, please contact Mary Portellos (see above) as usual. For Parish Council and other 

administrative matters, please contact our Parish Council President, Anthony Balouris (pcpresident@HolyTrinityPgh.org). 
For all other needs, please contact the ministry or organizational leader directly or pass your request through the Church 

Office. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding! 

 
FESTIVAL COOKING!   

Please join us as we come down the homestretch in preparing delicious food for our 2025 TASTE OF GREECE Festival!  
The key to finishing our cooking day goals is to have 30-35 volunteers each time - why not be one of them!   
 

• Wed, July 16, 9am-9pm – SOUZOUKAKIA 
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[July 19] Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery – Prophet Elias Feast Day 
Gerontissa Theophano and the Sisters of the Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery invite you to attend the Feast Day 

services of the Prophet Elias on Saturday, July 19, beginning at 9:00am; Hours, Divine Liturgy and Lunch to follow. 
Home-made pastries, frappes and items made by the sisters will also be available for purchase.  Please RSVP, so that the 

Monastery can provide adequate hospitality, via email at: info@NativityoftheTheotokosMonastery.org or by phone at 724-

352-3999. Visitors should be dressed modestly for all visits to the Monastery (121 St Elias Ln, Saxonburg, PA 16056).  
 

[Aug 28-31] Holy Trinity’s Taste of Greece  
Please mark Labor Day Weekend, Thursday, August 28, through Sunday, August 31 on your calendar for our next “Taste 

of Greece” festival. The Festival Committee is asking everyone, new members and old hands, young and young at heart, 
to pledge a donation of their time and talents so that we can continue to grow both the success of the festival and the 

fellowship with all our Holy Trinity church family members! 
 

Festival Aprons – Place Your Order Now! 

Show your Holy Trinity spirit by wearing a festival apron while you work!  Royal blue aprons, embroidered with our 
festival logo, are available in two lengths.  The regular length apron (31”) is $18 and the extra-long length (34”) is $21. 

Aprons can be monogrammed with your name for an additional $4. To receive your apron in time for the festival, your 
order must be placed by Sunday, Aug. 17th. Please contact Paula Valliant at paulavalliant@gmail.com to place your order. 
 

Festival Ads Available: Space is Waiting for You! 
The Festival Ad Book is back and it’s looking for your support. Please consider placing a business ad or a personal/family 

listing. Ads start at $175 for a quarter-page and go to $550 for a full-page, with premium color pages also available at 
higher prices. A patron line is available for only $50. Application Forms were included in the June-August edition of the 

Herald and can also be found at the church office window. Please be sure to share them with your favorite business 
establishments and ask them to support our church! For more information, please email FestivalAds@HolyTrinityPgh.org  
 

Stewardship 2025 – We Reached the Summit – Let’s Be Sure Not to Slide Back Down! 
This year, let’s maintain and grow as our theme for 2025 calls us to be “Stewards of God’s Blessings.” Have you submitted 

your 2025 pledge yet? Whether new or renewing your pledge, there are two ways: 1) Use a 2025 Stewardship pledge card 
or 2) Go online to your Holy Trinity Realm account (see below) at HolyTrinityPgh.org/pledge. And there are many ways 

to give: in person via cash; in person or by mail via check; online at HolyTrinityPgh.org/give; via text by texting 

HOLYTRINITYPGH to 73256; via the Realm app on your phone; and the giving kiosk in the Narthex. Remember, 
“Stewardship Independence” is not a one-time goal; it is a lifetime commitment to keep Holy Trinity Church vibrant, growing 

and bearing witness to Holy Orthodoxy for all! 
 

Welcome, Holy Trinity Guests!  
We welcome all our guests to Holy Trinity Church today, whether as visitors from out of town, family members joining 

others here for worship today or even soon-to-be members here for the first time. No matter what the reason the Holy 

Spirit brought you here today, we welcome you with open arms and hearts filled with the love of Christ. Please help us 
welcome you by signing in at the hospitality table in the Narthex, where you will be presented with a yellow lapel Cross to 

help us know that you're here. And please be sure to stay and enjoy our after-Liturgy Hospitality Hour! 
 

About Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church 
We welcome all who have come to worship with us today. Whether you are an Orthodox Christian, an inquirer to the faith 

or a first-time guest in an Orthodox Church, we are pleased to have you with us and thankful for the opportunity to share 

and bear witness to this ancient and timeless Faith. In accordance with the holy canons and traditions of the 
Church, please note that Holy Communion and the other Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) are received only by 

those who are baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared 
through prayer, fasting and confession. All others are invited receive the antidoron (blessed bread) and a blessing from 

the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Please also join our parish family for Hospitality Hour and allow us to 

meet and welcome you. Interested in joining or learning more about the Orthodox Christian Faith? Please see one of our 
priests or complete a visitor’s card today! How to receive: Please remember the following helpful hints aimed at helping 

to preserve the solemnity and safety of the Holy Mystery. Anyone wearing lipstick should remove it before receiving. Be 
sure to offer your baptismal name to priest before receiving. Please take great care that the red cloth held by the acolytes 

(you should not hold it) is fully under your chin, then use the centuries-old practice of receiving: please fully open 
your mouth, then gently close your lips to make sure the Holy Gifts are securely in your mouth and so that 

none of the holy and precious Body and Blood of Christ is accidentally spilled. Thank you for your cooperation, 

and may God have mercy on us all! 
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