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TODAY'’S SCRIPTURE READINGS

Epistle Reading
St. Paul's Second Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40

AdeAgoi, nioTel napwknoev ABpady gig TV Yiv Tfg enayyeAiag wG aAoTpiav, év oknvdig KAToIkAoag PETA “10adK Kai
"Tak®B TV ouykAnpovouwy ThG énayyeAiac Tig alThic €E0EXETO yap TRV Toug Bepeliouc £xouaav NOAIV, NG TEXVITNC Kai
OnuIoUpYOC 6 Og0c. Kai Ti £T1 Aéyw; EmiAeiyel yap pe dinyoUdevov O Xpovog nepi Medewyv, Bapdk Te kai Sapwav Kai
"TeBag, Aauid Te kai ZagounA kai TOV Npo@nT®dv, of dId NIoTEWC KaTnywvioavTo BaadiAeiag, sipyaoavto dikaioouvny,
€nETuyov €nayyehi®dv, Eppagav aTopaTa Asovtwy, £oBeaav duvapiv nupdg, £puyov oTONATa Waxaipag, éveduvapwbnoav
ano aocBeveiag, éyevibnoav ioxupoi £v NoAEU®W, NapePBoAAc EkAivav ahhoTpinv: EAaBov yuvdikeg £€ AvaoTaoewg Toug
VekpoUG auT®@v: Aol d¢ éTupnaviodnoav, ol NpocdeEapevol TNV AnoAUTPWOIV, iva KPEITTOVOG AvaoTAGEWG TUXWOIV®
ETEPOI BE eUNalyp@V Kai paoTiywv neipav EAapov, £T1 de deop@v Kai GuAakiic: ENBacBnoav, énpiodnoav, eneipdodnoay,
&v @OV paxaipag anéBavov, nepifiAdov év uNAwTdic, v aiyeiolg déppaciv, UoTEPOUHEVOI, BAIBOUEVOI, KAKOUXOUKEVOI, OV
oUK NV a&log 0 KOopog, £v épnuialg NAavwyevol kai Opeot kai onnAaiolg kai Tdig éndic TG yic. Kai ouTol navTeg
HapTupnBvTeC 01a TAC NIOTEWG OUK EKodioavTo TRV énayyeAiav, Tol ©col nepi NU®V KPEITTOV TI NpoBAewapévou, iva pn
XWPIC NU®V TEAEIWOKOI.

BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with
him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has foundation, whose builder and maker is God. And what more
shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through
faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge
of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy -
wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not
receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.




Gospel Reading — Sunday before the Nativity
Matthew 1:1-25

BiBAo¢ yevéoewc ‘Inool XpioTol, uiol Aauid uiol 'ABpady. 'ABpadp €yévvnoe Tov 'Toadk, 'Ioadk O éyévvnoe TOV
"TakwB, 'TakwP d€ £yevvnoe TOV 'Toudav kai Toug adeApouc auTol, 'Toudac OE £yevvnoe TOV DapeC kai TOV Zapa €K TAG
Oauap, dapsc O¢ eyévvnoe Tov 'Eopwy, 'Eapmdu € yevvnoe TOV "Apdy, 'Apay OE €yévvnoe TOV 'Apivadap, "Auivadap d¢
£yévvnoe Tov Naaoowv, Naaoowv O¢ éyévvnoe TOV SaApwv, SaApwv OE €yévvnoe TOV Bool ék Tfic ‘Paxdp, Bool d¢
£yévvnoe TovV 'QPRO ¢k TR ‘PouB, 'QBNS d¢ £yévvnoe Tov Ieooai, ‘Ieooai O éyévvnoe TOV Aauid TOV BaciAéa. Aauid d€ O
BaaiAelc €yévvnoe TOV Sohop@va €k Tig Tol OUpiou, Zohopwv dE éyEvvnoe TOV ‘PoBody, ‘PoBodp Ot éyevvnoe Tov 'ABIQ,
"ABIG D€ £yévvnoe TOV 'Acd, 'Aca O¢ gyévvnoe Tov 'Twoa@dt, ‘Iwoapat O¢ gyévvnoe Tov Twpdy, 'Twpay OE éyEévvnoe TOV
'OCiav, 'OCiag o0& €yévvnoe 1oV 'Twabay, 'Twabap O¢ éyevvnoe TOvV "Axal, "Axal d€ €yévvnoe TOv 'Elekiav, "Elexiag O
£yévvnoe TOV Mavaoor], Mavaoafig 8¢ €yévvnoe Tov "Apwv, "Adnv OE €yévvnoe Tov 'lwoiav, 'Twaiag O éyévvnoe TOV
"Texoviav kai ToUG adeApoUc auTol éni TR peToIKeoiag BaBuAdvoc. MeTa d€ Tryv pYeTolkeoiav BaBuA@voc 'Texoviag
£yévvnoe TOV ZaAaBinA, ZaAaBinA O¢ €yévvnoe TOv ZopoBaBeA, ZopoPapeA d¢ éyevvnoe Tov "ABIoud, 'ABIoUd O€ éyévvnaoe
TOV 'ENiakeiy, 'EMNiakeiy OE €yévvnoe TOV 'Alwp, "Alwp Ot &yEvvnoe TOV Zadwk, adwK OE £yevvnoe TOV "Axeid, 'Axeiu O
géyévvnoe Tov "ENIoud, "ENoud e eyevvnoe TOv 'EAedlap, "EAeadap 6t yévvnoe Tov MaTBav, Matéav 6¢ €yevvnoe TOv
"TakwB, 'Takwp O¢ gyévvnoe Tov 'Twong Tov avdpa Mapiag, €€ n¢ £yevvAdn 'Incolic 6 Aeyopevog XpioToc. MNdoal ouv ai
yeveai anod 'ABpadp £€wc Aauid yeveai dekaTEOOAPEC, Kai anod Aauid £wg TG YeTOIKEoIac BaBUA@VOC yeveai dekaTEOOApPEC,
Kai ano Tfi¢ yeToikeaiac BaBul@dvoc £wc Tol XpioTol yeveai deKATECTAPEG,

Toi 8¢ 'Inool XpioTol i yévvnaoic oUTwG Av. PVNoTeUBeiong yap Tfic unTpog alTol Mapiac T& 'Iwor®, npiv i CUVEABETV
auToUC eUPEBN £v yaoTpi £xouaa £k MveuyaTog ‘Ayiou. 'Twong O 6 avip alTic, dikalog OV Kai un BEAwv auThv
napadeiyparioal, €Boulnen AaBpa anoAlioar altrv. Talta &3¢ altol évBuunBevTog idoU Gyyehoc Kupiou kat’ Gvap €pavn
auT®d Aéywv: 'Twong uioc Aauid, un @oBnbiic napaiaBeiv Mapidu Trv yuvdikd cou* TO yap év aUTi] yevvnbev ék
MveduaToc €aTiv "Ayiou. TEEETal OE UIOV Kai KAAEoelc TO Ovopa auTol 'Ingolv: aluTog yap owaoel TOv Aadv auTol ano Tidv
apapTi®v auT®dv. TolTo O GAov yéyovev iva NANPpwOFi TO PnBv unod Tol Kupiou d1a Tol npoprATou A£yovTog' idou 1
napBévoc £v yaoTpi €€l kai TEEETaI UiOV, kai kaAéooual TO Gvopa auTol "EppavounA, O €0TI HEBEPUNVEUOUEVOV UEB’ AUMV
0 ©£66. AlgyepBeig 8€ 6 "Twong ano Tod nvou £noinoev wg NPooETagev auTd 6 GyyeAog Kupiou kai napeAaBe Tv
yuvdika altol, kai oUK £yivwokev aUTRV £wc oU £TEKE TOV VIOV aUTHAC TOV NPpWTOTOKOV, Kai €KAAEoE TO dvopa alTol
"Incolv.

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and
Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was
the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the
father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the
father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon:
Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and
Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the
father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of
Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen
generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David,
do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his
name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.
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SAINTS AND FEASTS COMMEMORATED TODAY

- Sunday Before the Nativity - Sts. Chrysogonos, Theodota, Evodias, & Eutychianus, the Martyrs
- Forefeast of the Nativity of Our Lord - The Opening of the Gates of the Great Church of God
- St. Anastasia, the Great Martyr

APOLYTIKION AND KONTAKION HYMNS SUNG AT THE SMALL ENTRANCE

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Tone (Page 52)
Though the tomb was sealed with a stone by the Jews and the soldiers guarded Your pure body, You arose, O Savior, on
the third day, giving life to the world. Therefore, O Giver of Life, the heavenly powers praise You. Glory to Your
resurrection, O Christ; glory to Your kingdom; glory to Your plan of redemption, O only loving God.

Apolytikion for for Forefeast of the Nativity in the Fourth Tone
O Bethlehem, rejoice; Ephratha, make ready; * for in her womb the Ewe-lamb does bear the Great Shepherd, * and lo,
she now urgently makes haste to give birth to Him. * On beholding Him, the righteous God-bearing Fathers * all rejoice,
and with the shepherds sing hymns in praise of * the Virgin that nursed a child.

Apolytikion for the Sunday before Nativity in the Second Tone
Magnificent are the accomplishments of Faith! The holy Three Servants greatly rejoiced, as they stood in the fountain of
fire, as if beside the still waters; and the Prophet Daniel appeared to be a shepherd of lions, as if they were sheep. At
their entreaties, O Christ God, save our souls.

Apolytikion of Holy Trinity Church (Page 75)
English: Blessed are You, O Christ our God, Who has shown forth the fishermen to be most wise by sending down upon
them the Holy Spirit. And through them, You drew the world into Your net. O merciful One, glory to You!
Greek: EuloynToc &1 XpIoTE, 0 @O0 NUWV, 0 Navoo@ouc Toug aAieic avadeiac, katanuyag auToic To Mvelpa To ayiov,
Kal I ' auTwV TNV oIKoUPEvNV caynveloag, PpiIAavBpwne, d0&a gol.
Phoenetics: Ev-lo-yi-tos i Hri-ste o The-os i-mon. O Pan-so-fous tous a-li-is a-na-di-xas ka-ta-pemp-sas af-tis to Pnev-
ma to A-yi-on, ke di af-ton tin i-kou-men-in sa-i-nef-sas, fi-lan-thro-pe, do-xa si.

Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity in the Third Tone (Page 61)
English: The Virgin on this day* is on her way to the cave where she* will give birth ineffably* to the Word Who is
before all time. * Therefore, rejoice, O universe* when you hear it*; glorify with the angels and the shepherds* Him Who
chose to be seen as* a new-born child*, the pre-eternal God.
Greek: H MNapBévog onuepov, Tov npoaimviov Adyov, v ZnnAdiw) €PXETAl, ANOTEKEIV anopprTwe. XOPEUE N OIKOUUEVN
akouTioBeioa, dOEacov PeTA AyyEAwv Kal Twv Moigévwy, BouhnBevTa enogdrival, naidiov VEoV, Tov Npo Almvev Oedv.
Phoenetics: I Parthénos simeron* ton pro-aidnion Logon* en spiléo érhete* apotekin aporitos.* Horevé, i ikouméni,
akoutisthisa.* Ddxason, metad angélon ke tédn piménon,* vouAithénda épofthine,* pedion neon* ton pro-eénon Theon.

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

TODAY'’S EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Lenten “"Open Table” Sunday Hospitality Hour Today: Thank You!

Thank you to all of those who have contributed to the “Open Table” Sunday Hospitality Hour today! Please place your
Lenten ready to share plated items on the table located in the Gallery on your way into Liturgy. Please stay for a few
moments afterwards and offer to help with clean-up. Thank you!

[Dec 22, 29] No Church School Class
Attention, parents: there will be no Church School class today, Sunday, December 22 and next Sunday, December 29,
due to the holiday celebrations, so please join together and worship as a family on those days.

2025 Stewardship Cards Distributed Again Today

Holy Trinity Church and all its ministries are made possible through the generous donations and support of our stewards,
who offer their time, talents, and treasures throughout the year. Traditional printed 2025 Stewardship Pledge Cards will
be distributed TODAY. You also have the option of making your 2025 Stewardship Pledge ONLINE through our Realm
system. It's so easy! Just visit our website at HolyTrinityPgh.org/pledge or click the “2025 Stewardship Pledge” icon on
the front page. The return date for all pledges is December 29. Remember, every Holy Trinity member who pledges or
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donates already has a Realm account, and that makes pledging, giving, and reporting so much easier! You can even
access your giving statement any time from your account without waiting for it to be mailed or emailed. Not sure how to
access your account? Just visit HolyTrinityPgh.org/give and click “Sign In.” Use your email address and password to login.
Don't know your password? Simply click “Forgot password” and a link will be emailed to you to create or re-create one.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

[Dec 24 & 25] Services for the Nativity of Christ
Please remember these festal celebrations for the Nativity of Christ and participate in them with your family. Please note
that all Christmas services will be held at Holy Trinity Church.

e Tues. Dec. 24, 8:30am: Royal Hours of the Nativity
This special service offers readings, prophecies and hymns which point to and interpret the Divine Incarnation.
e Tues. Dec. 24, 6:30pm: Vesperal Liturgy of the Nativity
This service “opens the liturgical day” and begins the celebration of the Nativity. Also, the Holy Trinity Choir will
be offering a selection of beautiful Christmas carols following the service. (Note: This is a Divine Liturgy. Those
wishing to receive Holy Communion need to observe proper fasting and spiritual preparation during the day.)
e Wed. Dec. 25. 8:30am Orthros/9:30am Liturgy: The Nativity of the Lord
This is the main service of the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Open the best gift first by attending
Liturgy with your family and receiving the Holy Mysteries together! Make it a family tradition to keep the most
important thing about Christmas the most important thing in your home!

Welcome, Holy Trinity Guests!

We welcome all our guests to Holy Trinity Church today, whether as visitors from out of town, family members joining
others here for worship today or even soon-to-be members here for the first time. No matter what the reason the Holy
Spirit brought you here today, we welcome you with open arms and hearts filled with the love of Christ. Please help us
welcome you by signing in at the hospitality table in the Narthex, where you will be presented with a yellow lapel Cross to
help us know that you're here. And please be sure to stay and enjoy our after-Liturgy Hospitality Hour!

About Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church

We welcome all who have come to worship with us today. Whether you are an Orthodox Christian, an inquirer to the faith
or a first-time guest in an Orthodox Church, we are pleased to have you with us and thankful for the opportunity to share
and bear witness to this ancient and timeless Faith. In accordance with the holy canons and traditions of the
Church, please note that Holy Communion and the other Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) are received only by
those who are baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared
through prayer, fasting and confession. All others are invited receive the antidoron (blessed bread) and a blessing from
the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Please also join our parish family for Hospitality Hour and allow us to
meet and welcome you. Interested in joining or learning more about the Orthodox Christian Faith? Please see one of our
priests or complete a visitor’s card today! How to receive: Please remember the following helpful hints aimed at helping
to preserve the solemnity and safety of the Holy Mystery. Anyone wearing lipstick should remove it before receiving. Be
sure to offer your baptismal name to priest before receiving. Please take great care that the red cloth held by the acolytes
(you should not hold it) is fully under your chin, then use the centuries-old practice of receiving: please fully open
your mouth, then gently close your lips to make sure the Holy Gifts are securely in your mouth and so that
none of the holy and precious Body and Blood of Christ is accidentally spilled. Thank you for your cooperation,
and may God have mercy on us all!

Offices Closed Christmas Day and New Year’'s Day
The offices of the Archdiocese, Metropolis and Holy Trinity Church will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day in
celebration of the holidays.

Year-End Contributions Reminder

The Stewardship Committee and Parish Council thank all our Holy Trinity Stewards for their pledges and contributions this
year and ask that everyone brings their offerings up to date for 2024. Please take note that all offerings you would
like listed as received during the 2024 tax year (Jan. 1-Dec. 31) for tax deduction purposes must be
received at the church or postmarked by Dec. 31. This is an IRS regulation. Year-end statements will be sent
out at the end of January. But remember, if you have activated access to your Realm account you may view
your statement of giving at any time! We're grateful to all of you for your commitment! Questions? Contact
Stewardship Chairman George Mellis or email stewardship@HolyTrinityPgh.org.
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