
WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY CHURCH! 

WEEKLY BULLETIN – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024 
 Hours: Orthros 8:15 am / Divine Liturgy 9:30 am 

 

 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Epistle Reading 

St. Paul's Second Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40 

Ἀδελφοί, πίστει παρῴκησεν Ἀβραὰμ εἰς τὴν γῆν τῆς ἐπαγγελίας ὡς ἀλλοτρίαν, ἐν σκηναῖς κατοικήσας μετὰ ᾿Ισαὰκ καὶ 

᾿Ιακὼβ τῶν συγκληρονόμων τῆς ἐπαγγελίας τῆς αὐτῆς· ἐξεδέχετο γὰρ τὴν τοὺς θεμελίους ἔχουσαν πόλιν, ἧς τεχνίτης καὶ 
δημιουργὸς ὁ Θεός. Καὶ τί ἔτι λέγω; Ἐπιλείψει γάρ με διηγούμενον ὁ χρόνος περὶ Γεδεών, Βαράκ τε καὶ Σαμψὼν καὶ 

᾿Ιεφθάε, Δαυΐδ τε καὶ Σαμουὴλ καὶ τῶν προφητῶν, οἳ διὰ πίστεως κατηγωνίσαντο βασιλείας, εἰργάσαντο δικαιοσύνην, 

ἐπέτυχον ἐπαγγελιῶν, ἔφραξαν στόματα λεόντων, ἔσβεσαν δύναμιν πυρός, ἔφυγον στόματα μαχαίρας, ἐνεδυναμώθησαν 
ἀπὸ ἀσθενείας, ἐγενήθησαν ἰσχυροὶ ἐν πολέμῳ, παρεμβολὰς ἔκλιναν ἀλλοτρίων· ἔλαβον γυναῖκες ἐξ ἀναστάσεως τοὺς 

νεκροὺς αὐτῶν· ἄλλοι δὲ ἐτυμπανίσθησαν, οὐ προσδεξάμενοι τὴν ἀπολύτρωσιν, ἵνα κρείττονος ἀναστάσεως τύχωσιν· 
ἕτεροι δὲ ἐμπαιγμῶν καὶ μαστίγων πεῖραν ἔλαβον, ἔτι δὲ δεσμῶν καὶ φυλακῆς· ἐλιθάσθησαν, ἐπρίσθησαν, ἐπειράσθησαν, 

ἐν φόνῳ μαχαίρας ἀπέθανον, περιῆλθον ἐν μηλωταῖς, ἐν αἰγείοις δέρμασιν, ὑστερούμενοι, θλιβόμενοι, κακουχούμενοι, ὧν 

οὐκ ἦν ἄξιος ὁ κόσμος, ἐν ἐρημίαις πλανώμενοι καὶ ὄρεσι καὶ σπηλαίοις καὶ ταῖς ὀπαῖς τῆς γῆς. Καὶ οὗτοι πάντες 
μαρτυρηθέντες διὰ τῆς πίστεως οὐκ ἐκομίσαντο τὴν ἐπαγγελίαν, τοῦ Θεοῦ περὶ ἡμῶν κρεῖττόν τι προβλεψαμένου, ἵνα μὴ 

χωρὶς ἡμῶν τελειωθῶσι. 
 

BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with 
him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has foundation, whose builder and maker is God. And what more 

shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through 

faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by 

resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and 
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with 

the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy - 

wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
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Gospel Reading – Sunday before the Nativity 

Matthew 1:1-25 

Βίβλος γενέσεως ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ, υἱοῦ Δαυῒδ υἱοῦ ᾿Αβραάμ. ᾿Αβραὰμ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ισαάκ, ᾿Ισαὰκ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν 

᾿Ιακώβ, ᾿Ιακὼβ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιούδαν καὶ τοὺς ἀδελφοὺς αὐτοῦ, ᾿Ιούδας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Φαρὲς καὶ τὸν Ζαρὰ ἐκ τῆς 
Θάμαρ, Φαρὲς δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Εσρώμ, ᾿Εσρὼμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αράμ, ᾿Αρὰμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αμιναδάβ, ᾿Αμιναδὰβ δὲ 

ἐγέννησε τὸν Ναασσών, Ναασσὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Σαλμών, Σαλμὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Βοὸζ ἐκ τῆς ῾Ραχάβ, Βοὸζ δὲ 
ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ωβὴδ ἐκ τῆς ῾Ρούθ, ᾿Ωβὴδ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιεσσαί, ᾿Ιεσσαὶ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Δαυῒδ τὸν βασιλέα. Δαυῒδ δὲ ὁ 

βασιλεὺς ἐγέννησε τὸν Σολομῶνα ἐκ τῆς τοῦ Οὐρίου, Σολομὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ῾Ροβοάμ, ῾Ροβοὰμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αβιά, 

᾿Αβιὰ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ασά, ᾿Ασὰ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιωσαφάτ, ᾿Ιωσαφὰτ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιωράμ, ᾿Ιωρὰμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν 
᾿Οζίαν, ᾿Οζίας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιωάθαμ, ᾿Ιωάθαμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ῎Αχαζ, ῎Αχαζ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Εζεκίαν, ᾿Εζεκίας δὲ 

ἐγέννησε τὸν Μανασσῆ, Μανασσῆς δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αμών, ᾿Αμὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιωσίαν, ᾿Ιωσίας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν 
᾿Ιεχονίαν καὶ τοὺς ἀδελφοὺς αὐτοῦ ἐπὶ τῆς μετοικεσίας Βαβυλῶνος. Μετὰ δὲ τὴν μετοικεσίαν Βαβυλῶνος ᾿Ιεχονίας 

ἐγέννησε τὸν Σαλαθιήλ, Σαλαθιὴλ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ζοροβάβελ, Ζοροβάβελ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αβιούδ, ᾿Αβιοὺδ δὲ ἐγέννησε 

τὸν ᾿Ελιακείμ, ᾿Ελιακεὶμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αζώρ, ᾿Αζὼρ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Σαδώκ, Σαδὼκ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αχείμ, ᾿Αχεὶμ δὲ 
ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ελιούδ, ᾿Ελιοὺδ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ελεάζαρ, ᾿Ελεάζαρ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Ματθάν, Ματθὰν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν 

᾿Ιακώβ, ᾿Ιακὼβ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιωσὴφ τὸν ἄνδρα Μαρίας, ἐξ ἧς ἐγεννήθη ᾿Ιησοῦς ὁ λεγόμενος Χριστός. Πᾶσαι οὖν αἱ 
γενεαὶ ἀπὸ ᾿Αβραὰμ ἕως Δαυῒδ γενεαὶ δεκατέσσαρες, καὶ ἀπὸ Δαυῒδ ἕως τῆς μετοικεσίας Βαβυλῶνος γενεαὶ δεκατέσσαρες, 

καὶ ἀπὸ τῆς μετοικεσίας Βαβυλῶνος ἕως τοῦ Χριστοῦ γενεαὶ δεκατέσσαρες. 
 

Τοῦ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ ἡ γέννησις οὕτως ἦν. μνηστευθείσης γὰρ τῆς μητρὸς αὐτοῦ Μαρίας τῷ ᾿Ιωσήφ, πρὶν ἢ συνελθεῖν 

αὐτοὺς εὑρέθη ἐν γαστρὶ ἔχουσα ἐκ Πνεύματος ῾Αγίου. ᾿Ιωσὴφ δὲ ὁ ἀνὴρ αὐτῆς, δίκαιος ὢν καὶ μὴ θέλων αὐτὴν 
παραδειγματίσαι, ἐβουλήθη λάθρα ἀπολῦσαι αὐτήν. ταῦτα δὲ αὐτοῦ ἐνθυμηθέντος ἰδοὺ ἄγγελος Κυρίου κατ᾿ ὄναρ ἐφάνη 

αὐτῷ λέγων· ᾿Ιωσὴφ υἱὸς Δαυΐδ, μὴ φοβηθῇς παραλαβεῖν Μαριὰμ τὴν γυναῖκά σου· τὸ γὰρ ἐν αὐτῇ γεννηθὲν ἐκ 
Πνεύματός ἐστιν ῾Αγίου. τέξεται δὲ υἱὸν καὶ καλέσεις τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ ᾿Ιησοῦν· αὐτὸς γὰρ σώσει τὸν λαὸν αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τῶν 

ἁμαρτιῶν αὐτῶν. Τοῦτο δὲ ὅλον γέγονεν ἵνα πληρωθῇ τὸ ῥηθὲν ὑπὸ τοῦ Κυρίου διὰ τοῦ προφήτου λέγοντος· ἰδοὺ ἡ 

παρθένος ἐν γαστρὶ ἕξει καὶ τέξεται υἱόν, καὶ καλέσουσι τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ ᾿Εμμανουήλ, ὅ ἐστι μεθερμηνευόμενον μεθ᾿ ἡμῶν 
ὁ Θεός. Διεγερθεὶς δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιωσὴφ ἀπὸ τοῦ ὕπνου ἐποίησεν ὡς προσέταξεν αὐτῷ ὁ ἄγγελος Κυρίου καὶ παρέλαβε τὴν 

γυναῖκα αὐτοῦ, καὶ οὐκ ἐγίνωσκεν αὐτὴν ἕως οὗ ἔτεκε τὸν υἱὸν αὐτῆς τὸν πρωτότοκον, καὶ ἐκάλεσε τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ 
᾿Ιησοῦν. 
 

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and 

Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by 

Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and 

Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was 
the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 

and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 

father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and 
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the 

father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: 
Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 

Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the 
father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of 

Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of 

whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen 
generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the 

deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband 
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he 

considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, 
do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a 

son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his 
name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. 
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SAINTS AND FEASTS COMMEMORATED TODAY 
 

- Sunday Before the Nativity  
- Forefeast of the Nativity of Our Lord 

- St. Anastasia, the Great Martyr 

APOLYTIKION AND KONTAKION HYMNS SUNG AT THE SMALL ENTRANCE 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Tone (Page 52) 

Though the tomb was sealed with a stone by the Jews and the soldiers guarded Your pure body, You arose, O Savior, on 
the third day, giving life to the world. Therefore, O Giver of Life, the heavenly powers praise You. Glory to Your 

resurrection, O Christ; glory to Your kingdom; glory to Your plan of redemption, O only loving God. 
 

Apolytikion for for Forefeast of the Nativity in the Fourth Tone 
O Bethlehem, rejoice; Ephratha, make ready; * for in her womb the Ewe-lamb does bear the Great Shepherd, * and lo, 

she now urgently makes haste to give birth to Him. * On beholding Him, the righteous God-bearing Fathers * all rejoice, 

and with the shepherds sing hymns in praise of * the Virgin that nursed a child. 
 

Apolytikion for the Sunday before Nativity in the Second Tone 
Magnificent are the accomplishments of Faith! The holy Three Servants greatly rejoiced, as they stood in the fountain of 

fire, as if beside the still waters; and the Prophet Daniel appeared to be a shepherd of lions, as if they were sheep. At 
their entreaties, O Christ God, save our souls. 
 

Apolytikion of Holy Trinity Church (Page 75) 

English: Blessed are You, O Christ our God, Who has shown forth the fishermen to be most wise by sending down upon 

them the Holy Spirit. And through them, You drew the world into Your net. O merciful One, glory to You! 
Greek: Ευλογητός ει Χριστέ, ο Θεός ήμων, ο πανσόφους τους αλιείς αναδείξας, καταπέμψας αυτοίς το Πνεύμα το άγιον, 

και δι΄αυτών την οικουμένην σαγηνεύσας, φιλάνθρωπε, δόξα σοι. 
Phoenetics: Ev-lo-yi-tos i Hri-ste o The-os i-mon. O Pan-so-fous tous a-li-is a-na-di-xas ka-ta-pemp-sas af-tis to Pnev-

ma to A-yi-on, ke di af-ton tin i-kou-men-in sa-i-nef-sas, fi-lan-thro-pe, do-xa si. 
 

Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity in the Third Tone (Page 61) 

English: The Virgin on this day* is on her way to the cave where she* will give birth ineffably* to the Word Who is 
before all time. * Therefore, rejoice, O universe* when you hear it*; glorify with the angels and the shepherds* Him Who 

chose to be seen as* a new-born child*, the pre-eternal God. 
Greek: Ἡ Παρθένος σήμερον, τον προαιώνιον Λόγον, εν Σπηλαίω έρχεται, αποτεκείν απορρήτως. Χόρευε η οἰκουμένη 

ακουτισθείσα, δόξασον μετά Αγγέλων και των Ποιμένων, βουληθέντα εποφθήναι, παιδίον νέον, τον προ αιώνων Θεόν.  

Phoenetics: I Parthénos símeron* ton pro-aiónion Lógon* en spiléo érhete* apótekín aporítos.* Hórevé, i ikouméni, 
akοutisthísa.* Dóxason, metá angélon ke tón piménon,* vouλithénda épofthíne,* pedíon neon* ton pro-eónon Theón.  

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

TODAY’S EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES  

Lenten “Open Table” Sunday Hospitality Hour Today: Thank You! 
Thank you to all of those who have contributed to the “Open Table” Sunday Hospitality Hour today! Please place your 

Lenten ready to share plated items on the table located in the Gallery on your way into Liturgy. Please stay for a few 
moments afterwards and offer to help with clean-up. Thank you! 

 

[Dec 22, 29] No Church School Class 
Attention, parents: there will be no Church School class today, Sunday, December 22 and next Sunday, December 29, 

due to the holiday celebrations, so please join together and worship as a family on those days. 
 

2025 Stewardship Cards Distributed Again Today  
Holy Trinity Church and all its ministries are made possible through the generous donations and support of our stewards, 

who offer their time, talents, and treasures throughout the year. Traditional printed 2025 Stewardship Pledge Cards will 

be distributed TODAY. You also have the option of making your 2025 Stewardship Pledge ONLINE through our Realm 
system. It’s so easy! Just visit our website at HolyTrinityPgh.org/pledge or click the “2025 Stewardship Pledge” icon on 

the front page. The return date for all pledges is December 29. Remember, every Holy Trinity member who pledges or 

- Sts. Chrysogonos, Theodota, Evodias, & Eutychianus, the Martyrs 

- The Opening of the Gates of the Great Church of God 
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donates already has a Realm account, and that makes pledging, giving, and reporting so much easier! You can even 
access your giving statement any time from your account without waiting for it to be mailed or emailed. Not sure how to 

access your account? Just visit HolyTrinityPgh.org/give and click “Sign In.” Use your email address and password to login. 
Don’t know your password? Simply click “Forgot password” and a link will be emailed to you to create or re-create one.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 

[Dec 24 & 25] Services for the Nativity of Christ 

Please remember these festal celebrations for the Nativity of Christ and participate in them with your family. Please note 

that all Christmas services will be held at Holy Trinity Church. 
  

• Tues. Dec. 24, 8:30am: Royal Hours of the Nativity 
This special service offers readings, prophecies and hymns which point to and interpret the Divine Incarnation. 

• Tues. Dec. 24, 6:30pm: Vesperal Liturgy of the Nativity 

This service “opens the liturgical day” and begins the celebration of the Nativity.  Also, the Holy Trinity Choir will 
be offering a selection of beautiful Christmas carols following the service. (Note: This is a Divine Liturgy. Those 

wishing to receive Holy Communion need to observe proper fasting and spiritual preparation during the day.) 

• Wed. Dec. 25. 8:30am Orthros/9:30am Liturgy: The Nativity of the Lord 

This is the main service of the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Open the best gift first by attending 
Liturgy with your family and receiving the Holy Mysteries together! Make it a family tradition to keep the most 

important thing about Christmas the most important thing in your home! 
 

Welcome, Holy Trinity Guests!  
We welcome all our guests to Holy Trinity Church today, whether as visitors from out of town, family members joining 

others here for worship today or even soon-to-be members here for the first time. No matter what the reason the Holy 

Spirit brought you here today, we welcome you with open arms and hearts filled with the love of Christ. Please help us 
welcome you by signing in at the hospitality table in the Narthex, where you will be presented with a yellow lapel Cross to 

help us know that you're here. And please be sure to stay and enjoy our after-Liturgy Hospitality Hour! 
 

About Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church 
We welcome all who have come to worship with us today. Whether you are an Orthodox Christian, an inquirer to the faith 

or a first-time guest in an Orthodox Church, we are pleased to have you with us and thankful for the opportunity to share 

and bear witness to this ancient and timeless Faith. In accordance with the holy canons and traditions of the 
Church, please note that Holy Communion and the other Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) are received only by 

those who are baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared 
through prayer, fasting and confession. All others are invited receive the antidoron (blessed bread) and a blessing from 

the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Please also join our parish family for Hospitality Hour and allow us to 

meet and welcome you. Interested in joining or learning more about the Orthodox Christian Faith? Please see one of our 
priests or complete a visitor’s card today! How to receive: Please remember the following helpful hints aimed at helping 

to preserve the solemnity and safety of the Holy Mystery. Anyone wearing lipstick should remove it before receiving. Be 
sure to offer your baptismal name to priest before receiving. Please take great care that the red cloth held by the acolytes 

(you should not hold it) is fully under your chin, then use the centuries-old practice of receiving: please fully open 
your mouth, then gently close your lips to make sure the Holy Gifts are securely in your mouth and so that 

none of the holy and precious Body and Blood of Christ is accidentally spilled. Thank you for your cooperation, 

and may God have mercy on us all! 
 

Offices Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
The offices of the Archdiocese, Metropolis and Holy Trinity Church will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day in 

celebration of the holidays. 
 

Year-End Contributions Reminder 

The Stewardship Committee and Parish Council thank all our Holy Trinity Stewards for their pledges and contributions this 
year and ask that everyone brings their offerings up to date for 2024. Please take note that all offerings you would 

like listed as received during the 2024 tax year (Jan. 1-Dec. 31) for tax deduction purposes must be 
received at the church or postmarked by Dec. 31. This is an IRS regulation. Year-end statements will be sent 

out at the end of January. But remember, if you have activated access to your Realm account you may view 

your statement of giving at any time! We’re grateful to all of you for your commitment! Questions? Contact 
Stewardship Chairman George Mellis or email stewardship@HolyTrinityPgh.org.  

mailto:stewardship@HolyTrinityPgh.org

