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WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY CHURCH!

WEEKLY BULLETIN — SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2024
Hours: Orthros 8:15 am / Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE READINGS

Epistle Reading
St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 1:8-18

Tékvov TIpOBee, pn olv €NaioXUVefic TO papTUpiov Tol Kupiou AV, PNdE £pg TOV déopiov aluTol: AAAG Guykakonadnoov
TG gvayyehiv kata duvapiv Bgol, ToU owoavTog AUGC Kai KAAETavTOC KAROE! ayig, ol KaTa Ta £pya NU@V, AAAG kaT’ idiav
npoBeav Kai xapiv Tryv dobsioav UiV £v XpioT®d Tnool npod xpdvwv ainviwv, pavepwdsioav d€ viv dia Tiig énipaveiag Tol
owTfipog AUV Tnool XpioTol, katapynoavTog uév TOv Bavarov, ewTicavTog de (wnv kai apBapaiav 8ia Tol euayyehiou,
€iG 0 €TEONV &ym KAPUE Kkai anooToAog kai didackalog €Bvav. Ar’ fiv aiTiav kai TalTa nacxw, GAN’ ouk énaioxUvopar* oida
Yap o nenioTeuka, Kai néneiopal 8T duvarog €oTiv TV Napadnknv Lou GUAGEaI €ig Ekeivv THY AEPaV. 'YNOTUNWOIV £XE
uylaivovTwy Adywv wv nap’ epol fikouaag, €v nioTel kai ayann T €v XpioT® Inood. TAv kaAnv napadnknv guAatov dia
nveupaTog ayiou Tol évoikolvTog v Niv. Oidag TolTo, 6TI ANEcTPAPNOAv e NAvTeg oi év T Aaig, wv éaTiv ®UYeAOC Kai
Epuoyevne. Amn £Aeog 6 kUpiog T® Ovnaoipopou oike' 6T NOAGKIG pe avewugev, kai TRV GAuciv Hou oUK Enaioxuven,
AAAG yevOopevog &v Pwpn, onoudaloTepov EXNTNOEV HE Kal EUpev - dwn aluT@® O KUpIog eUPElv EAe0G Napa Kupiou £v EKeivn
T AMEPQ - Kai 00oa &v EQETw BINKOVNOEY, BEATIOV OU YIVWOKEIG.

TIMOTHY, my son, do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel in
the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his own purpose and the
grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, and nhow has manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and apostle
and teacher, and therefore I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am sure that he is able to
guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard from me, in the
faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; guard the truth that has been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. You
are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, and among them Phygelos and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to
the household of Onesiphoros, for he often refreshed me; he was not ashamed of my chains, but when he arrived in Rome he
searched for me eagerly and found me - may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that Day and you well know all the
service he rendered at Ephesos.

Gospel Reading — Eleventh Sunday of Luke
Luke 14:16-24

Einev 6 KUpioc TAvV napaBoAfv Tautnv: AvBpwndc TIC €noinoe Seinvov péya kai KAAEoE NOAOUC" Kai AnéTTeIAE TOV
dolAov auTol Tfj wpa Tol deinvou €ineiv Toig kekAnWEvolG £pXeaBe, 0TI fjdN £ToIud €0TI NAvTa. kai ApEavTo anod pidg
napaiteiobal NAvTec. 6 NPATOG einev auT@: Aypov AYOpaaa, kai £xw avayknv EEEABEIV kai iBElv auTov: EpwTE OF, £XE e
napnTnuEvov. kai £Tepog eine* elyn Bodv nyopaca nevre, kai nopevopal dokipacal alTa: EpwTa o€, £XE PE
napnTnUEVov. Kai £Tepog eine* yuvdika £ynua, kai 81a TolTo oU duvaparl EABEIv. Kai napayevopevog 6 BoTAoG Ekeivog
annyyeiAe T® kupiw atTod TalTa. TOTE OpyIoBEiG O 0ikodeoNOTNG eine T® B0UAY aiTol" EEEABE TaXEWG €ig TaG NAaTeiag
kai pupag TG NOAEwE, kai TOUG NTwXOUG Kai Avanrpoug Kai XwAoUG kai TUPAOUG gicayaye wde. Kai inev 6 30UA0G" KUPIE,
YEYOVEV WG ENETAEAG, Kai £T1 TONOG £qTi. Kai €iNev 6 KUPIOG NPOG TOV BoTAov: EEEABE €iG TAG 6dOUG Kai ppaypoug Kai
avaykaoov eigeABElv, fva YEUIOOH 0 0Ikog HoU. Aéyw yap UMV 0TI oUdEIG TV avOp®dV EKEIiVWV TAV KEKANPEVWYV YeUOETAI
pou ToU Beinvou. MoAAoi yap igiv KAnToi, OAiyol & EKAEKTOI.

The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time of the banquet he sent
his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is now ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses.
The first said to him, 'T have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I




have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder
in anger said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and
blind and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is still room."' And the master
said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For
I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen.™

SAINTS AND FEASTS COMMEMORATED TODAY

- Eleventh Sunday of Luke
- St. Eleftherios the Hieromartyr, Bishop of Illyricum, and his mother Anthia
- St. Susannah, the Deaconess and Martyr

APOLYTIKION AND KONTAKION HYMNS SUNG AT THE SMALL ENTRANCE

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Eighth Tone (Page 54)
From on high You descended, O merciful One, and accepted the three-day burial to free us from our passions. Glory to
You, O Lord, our life and resurrection.

Apolytikion for Eleventh Sunday of Luke in the Second Tone
By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed to yourself the Church that came out of the nations.
The saints are boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without seed gave birth to You, is from their
progeny. At their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls.

Apolytikion for Hieromartyr Eleftherios in the Fourth Tone
You were fully adorned with the sacred priestly robes. * You were dripping with streams of your own martyric blood. * In
this state, you ran to Christ your Master, O blessed Saint * Eleftherios, destroyer of Satan; you are wise. * Therefore
cease not interceding * for us who loyally honor * your blessed contest of martyrdom.

Apolytikion of Holy Trinity Church (Page 75)
English: Blessed are You, O Christ our God, Who has shown forth the fishermen to be most wise by sending down upon
them the Holy Spirit. And through them, You drew the world into Your net. O merciful One, glory to You!
Greek: EuloynToc 1 XpIoTE, 0 O€0C NUWV, 0 Navao@ouc Toug aAieic avadeifacg, katanuyag auToic To MNvelpa To ayiov,
Kal I ' auTWV TNV oIkoUupEvnv oaynveloag, PpIAavBpwne, d0&a gol.
Phoenetics: Ev-lo-yi-tos i Hri-ste 0 The-os i-mon. O Pan-so-fous tous a-li-is a-na-di-xas ka-ta-pemp-sas af-tis to Pnev-
ma to A-yi-on, ke di af-ton tin i-kou-men-in sa-i-nef-sas, fi-lan-thro-pe, do-xa si.

Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity in the Third Tone (Page 61)
English: The Virgin on this day* is on her way to the cave where she* will give birth ineffably* to the Word Who is
before all time. * Therefore, rejoice, O universe* when you hear it*; glorify with the angels and the shepherds* Him Who
chose to be seen as* a new-born child*, the pre-eternal God.
Greek: H NapBvog oruepov, Tov npoaiwviov AOYov, v ZNnAdiw €PXETAI, ANOTEKEIV ANOpprnTWG. XOPEUE N OIKOUYEVN
akouTioBeioa, dOEacov PeTA AyyEAwv Kal Twv Moigévwy, BouhnBevTa enogdrival, naidiov VEoV, Tov Npo Almvev Oedv.
Phoenetics: I Parthénos simeron* ton pro-aidnion Logon* en spiléo érhete* apotekin aporitos.* Horevé, i ikouméni,
akoutisthisa.* Ddxason, metad angélon ke tdn piménon,* vouAithénda épofthine,* pedion neon* ton pro-eénon Theon.

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

TODAY'S EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Church School Christmas Pageant — Today!

The Holy Trinity Church School Ministry will be offering its annual Christmas Pageant today. As always, ALL students of
the Church School will be involved in this event. Following Holy Communion, all Church School students and staff will
depart for their classes and final preparations for the pageant. All our parishioners are asked to stay for Hospitality Hour,
hosted by the Church School Alumni parents and then the Christmas Pageant!
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2025 Stewardship Cards Distributed Today

Holy Trinity Church and all its ministries are made possible through the generous donations and support of our stewards,
who offer their time, talents, and treasures throughout the year. Traditional printed 2025 Stewardship Pledge Cards will
be distributed TODAY. You also have the option of making your 2025 Stewardship Pledge ONLINE through our Realm
system. It's so easy! Just visit our website at HolyTrinityPgh.org/pledge or click the 2025 Stewardship Pledge” icon on
the front page. The return date for all pledges is December 29. Remember, every Holy Trinity member who pledges or
donates already has a Realm account, and that makes pledging, giving, and reporting so much easier! You can even
access your giving statement any time from your account without waiting for it to be mailed or emailed. Not sure how to
access your account? Just visit HolyTrinityPgh.org/give and click “Sign In.” Use your email address and password to login.
Don't know your password? Simply click “Forgot password” and a link will be emailed to you to create or re-create one.

Sisters of the Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery — Christmas Boutique Today!
The Sisters of the Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery in Saxonburg, PA will be visiting Holy Trinity Church today. Please
be sure to stop by and visit their Christmas Boutique in the Gallery following Liturgy.

GOYA Christmas Bread Pickup Today
Holy Trinity GOYA has their annual Christmas Bread available for pickup today for those who pre-ordered. Look for their
table set up in the Gallery during Hospitality Hour. Thank you for your support of our GOYA teens!

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming Services - Locations: (HT) Holy Trinity Church; (SG) St. George Chapel, 8941 Ringeisen Rd, Allison Park, PA
- Tues. Dec 17, 8:30am Orthros/9:30am Liturgy: St. Dionysios of Zakynthos (SG)

Fast in preparation for the Nativity of Christ - Through December 24

Please remember that the Fast of the Nativity is underway, lasting until Christmas morning following Liturgy. It rises to
the level of strict fast for the last two weeks, meaning refraining from meat, dairy and fish. Fasting, attendance at
services, increased attention to our prayer life and participation in Holy Confession are all important parts of our
preparing a place in our heart to receive the Lord at Christmas. Please see Father John with any questions you might
have about this important tradition or to schedule a time for Confession.

Faith & Family Weekdays — Fall 2024

Faith and Family Weekdays is Holy Trinity’s offering of ways for each of us to grow in the knowledge and practice of our
faith. Ready to learn more about the Bible, about the Orthodox Church, about navigating life’s challenges as a Christian, a
woman, or a man? It's all there. There’s a lot more to church than Sundays, and here is where to find it.

THIS WEEK:

e Thur. Dec 19, 7:00am: “Prayer & Panera” — Prayer and Christian fellowship for men. Meet at church
promptly at 7:00am for a 15-20-minute morning prayer and scripture, then move up the hill to Panera for 45
minutes of coffee & conversation.

[Dec 18] Community Christmas Caroling at Sisters of Divine Providence — This Wednesday!

The entire community, adults and youth alike, are invited to this special, joyful evening of traditional Christmas carols
sung by members and youth of our Holy Trinity community to our neighbors across the street at the Sisters of Divine
Providence this Wednesday, December 18. Meet at Holy Trinity at 6:30pm for a brief practice and then then head over to
bring Christmas blessings and cheer to these faithful sisters!

[Dec 22] Hospitality Hour — Open Table Next Sunday — Please Bring a Fasting Item to Share!

When there is no ministry or memorial hosting Hospitality hour following Sunday Divine Liturgy, we offer “"Open Table
Sundays,” on which we ask parishioners to please bring something small to share on platter and place it on the table in
the Gallery. The next “"Open Table Sunday” is scheduled for next Sunday, December 22. Please remember this is a fasting
period, so please refrain from meat, dairy, fish, cheese, etc. Also, we need folks to help set up & clean up on that day.
Questions? Contact Stacy Dickos at 412-298-9409 or email hospitality@holytrinitypgh.org

[Dec 22, 29] No Church School Class
Attention, parents: there will be no Church School class the next two Sundays, December 22 and 29, due to the holiday
celebrations, so please join together and worship as a family on those days.
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[Dec 24 & 25] Services for the Nativity of Christ (; . .
Please remember these festal celebrations for the Nativity of Christ and participate in them with HRIST lS
your family. Please note that all Christmas services will be held at Holy Trinity Church.

¢ Tues. Dec. 24, 8:30am: Royal Hours of the Nativity
This special service offers readings, prophecies and hymns which point to and interpret
the Divine Incarnation.

¢ Tues. Dec. 24, 6:30pm: Vesperal Liturgy of the Nativity
This service “opens the liturgical day” and begins the celebration of the Nativity. Also, the
Holy Trinity Choir will be offering a selection of beautiful Christmas carols following the
service. (Note: This is a Divine Liturgy. Those wishing to receive Holy Communion need to
observe proper fasting and spiritual preparation during the day.) H

¢ Wed. Dec. 25. 8:30am Orthros/9:30am Liturgy: The Nativity of the Lord "YI'
This is the main service of the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Open the best gift
first by attending Liturgy with your family and receiving the Holy Mysteries together! Make it a family tradition to
keep the most important thing about Christmas the most important thing in your home!

Christmas Angel Gifts — Thank You!

Thank you to everyone who graciously provided gifts to help make a child’s or a senior citizen’s Christmas a special one!
Many dozens of generous offerings of love were provided to the needy families of the Neighborhood Resilience Project.
This community is truly a shining beacon of the “"Agape” love our Lord taught us to practice. God bless all!

Welcome, Holy Trinity Guests!

We welcome all our guests to Holy Trinity Church today, whether as visitors from out of town, family members joining
others here for worship today or even soon-to-be members here for the first time. No matter what the reason the Holy
Spirit brought you here today, we welcome you with open arms and hearts filled with the love of Christ. Please help us
welcome you by signing in at the hospitality table in the Narthex, where you will be presented with a yellow lapel Cross to
help us know that you're here. And please be sure to stay and enjoy our after-Liturgy Hospitality Hour!

About Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church

We welcome all who have come to worship with us today. Whether you are an Orthodox Christian, an inquirer to the faith
or a first-time guest in an Orthodox Church, we are pleased to have you with us and thankful for the opportunity to share
and bear witness to this ancient and timeless Faith. In accordance with the holy canons and traditions of the
Church, please note that Holy Communion and the other Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) are received only by
those who are baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared
through prayer, fasting and confession. All others are invited receive the antidoron (blessed bread) and a blessing from
the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Please also join our parish family for Hospitality Hour and allow us to
meet and welcome you. Interested in joining or learning more about the Orthodox Christian Faith? Please see one of our
priests or complete a visitor’s card today! How to receive: Please remember the following helpful hints aimed at helping
to preserve the solemnity and safety of the Holy Mystery. Anyone wearing lipstick should remove it before receiving. Be
sure to offer your baptismal name to priest before receiving. Please take great care that the red cloth held by the acolytes
(you should not hold it) is fully under your chin, then use the centuries-old practice of receiving: please fully open
your mouth, then gently close your lips to make sure the Holy Gifts are securely in your mouth and so that
none of the holy and precious Body and Blood of Christ is accidentally spilled. Thank you for your cooperation,
and may God have mercy on us all!

Please Support Our Local Orthodox Monasteries

During the Nativity season, please remember to include our local Orthodox Monasteries in your charitable giving. We
depend on their prayers, and they depend on our essential support. You can make an online contribution or simply mail
your donation to the monastery. Their contact information is listed below. Thank you for your offerings of love!

Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery: 121 St. Elias Lane, Saxonburg, PA 16056-9615
Online Donation: http://www.nativityofthetheotokosmonastery.org/donate

Orthodox Monastery of the Transfiguration: 321 Monastery Lane, Ellwood City, PA 16117-6531
Online Donation: http://www.orthodoxmonasteryellwoodcity.org/giving

St. Gregory Palamas Monastery: 934 County Road 2256, Perrysville, OH 44838-9529
Online Donation: http://www.sgpm.goarch.org/Monastery
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