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Sunday of Orthodoxy 2025 
 
 

Encyclical 
 

 
Dearly beloved faithful in Christ, 

 
  

Each year on the first Sunday of Great Lent, the Sunday of Orthodoxy, we lift our voices 
and our hearts in joyful remembrance of the restoration of the holy icons to their rightful place in 
the life of the Church. Today, we celebrate triumphally and with humility the resulting Unity of 
the Orthodox Church manifested through this decision of the 7th Ecumenical Council that met in 
Nicaea in 787, under the aegis of Byzantine Empress Irene and, subsequently, the definitive 
Restoration of Holy Icons in Constantinople on the First Sunday of Great and Holy Lent in 843, 
henceforth known as Orthodoxy Sunday, under the patronage of the Byzantine Regent, Saint 
Theodora, and, the Ecumenical Patriarch, Saint Methodios the Confessor. Now, here in the United 
States of America, the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops is tasked with preserving, 
manifesting, and promoting this same mystery of Unity exemplified and confessed with courage 
by the Saints so long ago. Thus, inspired by the same sense of joy, witness and responsibility 
“Assembly of Bishops Sunday” is now recognized throughout the country in conjunction with the 
Sunday of Orthodoxy. 
 
 In his first letter to the Corinthians, Saint Paul cries out across the ages with a message that 
still speaks to our hearts today: “I appeal to you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10). This powerful pericope crossed with the 
example of restoration celebrated on the Sunday of Orthodoxy inspires us to always rise above 
division and to stand together in the unshakable love of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Indeed, the restoration of the holy icons is the restoration of unity through the victory of faith over 
fear, of salvation over condemnation, of a God incarnate over an unknown deity. Unity prevails 
when we all open up our hearts and minds in selfless love, transformed by grace in the mystery of 
Christ. Just as we venerate icons, we too become icons to one another, united in one body, that is 
the Church, just as the Saints of the 8th and 9th Centuries chose to stand firm, witnessing God’s 
glory. Thus, let us be challenged by Saint Paul’s words by being “united in the same mind and the 
same judgement.” Let us not harden our differences but rather embrace what unites us in Christ.  
 
 As we celebrate Assembly of Bishops Sunday – along with the Sunday of Orthodoxy – we 
encourage you all to learn about the Ministries of the Assembly as well as to support our sincere 
efforts for Orthodox Christian Unity through the steadfast and generous gifts of your time, talent, 
and treasure. 
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 With Paternal love in Christ and prayers for a blessed Lenten journey, on the 9th of March, 
2025. 
 
 

 
 

† ELPIDOPHOROS  
Archbishop of America 

Chair 
and the members of the Executive Committee of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 

of the United States of America 
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Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας 2025 

 
Τέκνα ἐν Κυρίῳ ἀγαπητά,  
 
 Κάθε χρόνο, τὴν πρώτη Κυριακὴ τῆς Μεγάλης Τεσσαρακοστῆς, τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, 
ὑψώνουµε τὶς φωνὲς καὶ τὶς καρδιές µας µὲ χαρά, ἐνθυµούµενοι τὴν ἀποκατάσταση τῶν ἱερῶν 
εἰκόνων στὴν πρέπουσα θέση τους µέσα στὴν Ἐκκλησία. Σήµερα ἑορτάζουµε θριαµβευτικά, ἀλλὰ 
συγχρόνως µὲ ταπείνωση, τὴν ἑνότητα τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας, ἡ ὁποία ἐπιβεβαιώθηκε µὲ τὴν 
ἀπόφαση τῆς Ἑβδόµης Οἰκουµενικῆς Συνόδου, ποὺ συνεκλήθη στὴ Νίκαια τὸ ἔτος 787, ὑπὸ τὴν αἰγίδα 
τῆς Βυζαντινῆς Αὐτοκράτειρας Εἰρήνης τῆς Ἀθηναίας. Ἐν συνεχείᾳ, ἡ ὁριστικὴ ἀποκατάσταση τῶν 
ἱερῶν εἰκόνων ἔλαβε χώρα στὴν Κωνσταντινούπολη, κατὰ τὴν πρώτη Κυριακὴ τῆς Ἁγίας καὶ 
Μεγάλης Τεσσαρακοστῆς τοῦ ἔτους 843, ὑπὸ τὴν προστασία τῆς Ἁγίας Θεοδώρας καὶ τοῦ 
Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριάρχου, Ἁγίου Μεθοδίου τοῦ Ὁµολογητοῦ. 
 
 Σήµερα, στὶς Ἡνωµένες Πολιτεῖες τῆς Ἀµερικῆς, ἡ Συνέλευση τῶν Κανονικῶν Ὀρθοδόξων 
Ἐπισκόπων ἔχει τὴν εὐθύνη τῆς διαφυλάξεως καὶ τῆς προαγωγῆς αὐτοῦ τοῦ µυστηρίου τῆς ἑνότητος, 
γιὰ τὸ ὁποῖο µαρτύρησαν µὲ θάρρος οἱ ἅγιοι διὰ τῶν αἰώνων. Μὲ τὸ ἴδιο πνεῦµα χαρᾶς, µαρτυρίας καὶ 
εὐθύνης, ἡ «Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐπισκοπικῆς Συνελεύσεως» ταυτίζεται µὲ τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς 
Ὀρθοδοξίας καὶ ἀναγνωρίζεται πλέον ἔτσι σὲ ὅλη τὴ χώρα. 
 
 Στὴν πρώτη ἐπιστολὴ πρὸς τοὺς Κορινθίους ὁ Ἀπόστολος Παῦλος ἀπευθύνει ἕνα µήνυµα, τὸ 
ὁποῖο παραµένει πάντα ζωντανὸ καὶ ἐπίκαιρο: «Παρακαλῶ δὲ ὑµᾶς, ἀδελφοί, διὰ τοῦ ὀνόµατος τοῦ 
Κυρίου ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ἵνα τὸ αὐτὸ λέγητε πάντες, καὶ µὴ ᾖ ἐν ὑµῖν σχίσµατα, ἦτε δὲ 
κατηρτισµένοι ἐν τῷ αὐτῷ νοῒ καὶ ἐν τῇ αὐτῇ γνώµῃ» (1:10). Ἡ δυναµικὴ αὐτὴ περικοπή, συνδυασµένη 
µὲ τὸ γεγονὸς τῆς ἀποκαταστάσεως τῶν ἱερῶν εἰκόνων ποὺ ἑορτάζουµε τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, 
µᾶς καλεῖ νὰ ὑπερβοῦµε τὶς ὅποιες διαφορές µας καὶ νὰ στεκόµαστε ἑνωµένοι µὲ ἀκλόνητη πίστη 
πρὸς τὸν Κύριο καὶ σωτῆρα ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστό. 
 
 Πράγµατι, ἡ ἀποκατάσταση τῶν ἱερῶν εἰκόνων µᾶς προτρέπει νὰ ἀποκαταστήσουµε καὶ τὴν 
ἑντότητα, µὲ τὴ νίκη τῆς πίστεως ἐπάνω στὸ φόβο, τῆς σωτηρίας ἐπάνω στὴν καταστροφή, τοῦ 
ἐνανθρωπήσαντος Θεοῦ ἐπάνω στὸν ἀγνωστικισµό. Ἡ ἑνότητα θριαµβεύει ὅταν ἀνοίγουµε τὶς 
καρδιές µας καὶ τὸ νοῦ µας µὲ ἀνιδιοτελὴ ἀγάπη, µεταµορφωµένοι διὰ τῆς χάριτος τοῦ Κυρίου ἡµῶν 
Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Ὅπως ἀκριβῶς προσκυνοῦµε τὶς ἱερὲς εἰκόνες, ἔτσι γινόµαστε καὶ ἐµεῖς εἰκόνες ὁ ἕνας 
τοῦ ἄλλου, ἑνωµένοι σὲ ἕνα σῶµα, τὴν Μία Ἁγία Ἐκκλησία, ὅπως καὶ οἱ Ἅγιοι τοῦ ὀγδόου καὶ τοῦ 
ἑνάτου αἰῶνος στάθηκαν ἀπαρασάλευτοι καὶ ὁµολόγησαν µὲ θάρρος τὴν ὀρθόδοξη πίστη. 
 

Ἑποµένως, ἡ προτροπὴ τοῦ ἀποστόλου Παύλου ἂς γίνει  πρόσκληση πρὸς ὅλους µας: «ἵνα ἦτε 
κατηρτισµένοι ἐν τῷ αὐτῷ νοῒ καὶ ἐν τῇ αὐτῇ γνώµῃ». Ἀντὶ νὰ ἐπισηµαίνουµε τὶς διαφορές µας, ἂς 
προβάλλουµε ὅ,τι µᾶς ἑνώνει ἐν Χριστῷ. 

 
 Γιορτάζοντας τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐπισκοπικῆς Συνελεύσεως ταυτοχρόνως µὲ τὴν 
Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, σᾶς προτρέπουµε νὰ ἐνηµερωθεῖτε γιὰ τὶς διάφορες Διακονίες καὶ 
δραστηριότητες τῆς Συνελεύσεως καὶ νὰ στηρίξετε µὲ σταθερότητα καὶ γενναιοδωρία τὶς 
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προσπάθειές µας γιὰ τὴν ἐπίτευξη τῆς ὀρθόδοξης χριστιανικῆς ἑνότητας, συµβάλλοντας µὲ τὸν 
ἐθελοντικὸ χρόνο, τὰ τάλαντα καὶ τὴν ὑλικὴ συνεισφορά σας. 
  
Μετὰ πατρικῆς ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπης καὶ εὐχὲς γιὰ µία εὐλογηµένη πορεία κατὰ τὴν Ἁγία καὶ Μεγάλη 
Τεσσαρακοστή. 

Κυριακὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, 9 Μαρτίου 2025, 
 

 
+ ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος, 

Πρόεδρος 
καὶ τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἐκτελεστικῆς Ἐπιτροπῆς τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐπισκοπικῆς Συνελεύσεως 

τῶν Ἡνωµένων Πολιτειῶν τῆς Ἀµερικῆς 
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