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“..bw make me worthy, Your sinful and
unwur(h)' servant, 1o gﬂ'{,‘r these Gfﬁs unto
You. For You are the Offerer and the Offered.
Whe aceeprs and is disuribured, O Christ our

God....”
Priestly prayers before Holy Cravnaion

A little boy asked his father, “Daddy, can 1
have ten dollars?” The father, wanting to
understand, told the boy “Yes, but can you
tell me what vou plan to do with ten dollars?”
The little boy replicd quictly, *Daddy, 1 need

the money to buy you 2 present,”

We are not so different from that little boy.
In every Divine Liturgy, when our gilts of
bread and wine are blessed and lifted up in
offering to God our Father, we hear the
words, "Your own from Your own we offer
10 You.” We acknowledge that, just like the
littic boy buying a gift for his father,

everything we have and everything we offer
10 God first comes from Him I the Divine
Liturgy, we offer bread and wine to God with
thanksgiving. He returns them to us as His
body and blacd in Holy Commaimion as we
reccive Jesus Christ within us,

See our Church as it Could Be.
One church member was heard 1o say. “1 just
want the church to be here long enough o
have my funeral here.” This is a church in
survival mode, just paying the bills. We ask,
“What daoces it cost™ “What are the dues?”
“How much do I owe?” These are earthly
questions, A better question would be, “What
can [ give so that my church cen become all it
is meant to be — the Body of Christ on earth.”
With a vision for the future of our parish we
can say, "I want the church to be here for my
grandchildren’s grandchildren,”
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As Orthodox Christians, we see the world as
God's gift, as a sacrament of God’s presence
and a means of communion with Him. This
way we are able 10 ofler back to Geod, in
thanksgiving and love, the many gifts we
receive from [Him, Like che boy in the New
Testament who offered the live loaves and
two fish and Jesus multiplied them to feed the
5,000, God receives our humble gifts and
multiplies them to fecd the world.

When we see great teed in our communiry
and in the world, we may ask, “If God is so
loving, then why is there so much poverty and
suffering i the world? Where is Gad when
we need Him?” Sometimes the nced is so
overwhelming that to help at all scems
impossible, but in the miracle of the five
loaves and two lish, we are taught to offer
what we have, no matter the amaunt, and
miractes will happen.
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