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Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the National Sisterhood of Presvyteres Sunday
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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of saints, and place whatever she needs at her disposal.
For, she has been a real champion to many, and to me as well! (Romans 16:2)

Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

On this National Sisterhood of Presvyteres Sunday, let us call to mind these words of
Saint Paul for all of our Presvyteres, which were indeed personal for the Deaconess Phoebe.
But they could truly be said of each and every Presvytera, who deserve to be received and
treated “in a manner worthy of the saints.” These special sisters in Christ give to our
communities every day, by supporting the work of their husbands and by being the anchors
for our clergy families. Indeed, we should always place at their disposal what they need for

spiritual and material success.

We associate this day with the Feastday of the Holy Sisters Mary and Martha, which
this year falls on Pentecost Sunday. These sisters represent the right and left hands of
contemplation and service, and are a fitting paradigm of ministry and devotion for any
Presvytera. We see time and again how Presvyteres bring their special gifts and talents to

community life, and how they enhance the ministerial work of their husbands.
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Let us, therefore, recognize our beloved Presvyteres as real champions within our
communities, and accord them the honor that is their due. They are most worthy of our
respect and our gratitude, and of the recognition and awareness with which we laud them

on this National Sisterhood of Presvyteres Sunday.

With Thankfulness and Paternal Love in Christ,

Ji e Koo,

t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. INowr. 142/2023

AQXLEMIOKOTIUKT] €YKUKALOG VL& TV
Kvgtaxn tng EOvikng AdeAgotntag twv [Igeopfutegwv.

11 Touviov 2023

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocoprleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaBeotatoug Tepeig
Kkal Awaxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAlwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepriow kai Anoyevpativae LX0AgLy,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeOodofec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

Iva avTnv mtpocdéénoBe év Kvpiw déiwe tov ayiwv kal mapaotnte avtn v o av vuwv xpnCn npdyuatt
Kal yap avtn TpooTaTic moAAwv éyevnOn kal avtov éuov» (Ilpoc Pwuaiove 16:2)

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

Kata v Kvouakr) g EOvikne AdeApotntag twv IpeoButepwy, ag anevbuvvOovue
TEO¢ OAeg Tic MEeoPutégec emavaAduPavoviac tx Adywx tov amootoAov INavAov, ta
omola elmwOnKkav ywx 1 duakoviooa Poiffn «meoodéEaobe avtéc év Kuolw allwg tav
aylwv». Ol MEeoBUTEQEC WS TTOAYHATIKES €V XQLOTQ ADEAPEC TTQOTPEQOVV OTIC KOLVOTITEG
HAG KaOMNUEQLVA TOV €avTd TOLG, DTooTNEILOVTAGS TOLG CLLUYOUS TOUS, ATIOTEAWVTAG TO
AOAAELTO OTNOLYHa TNG K&Oe lepatikng okoyévelas. [oaypatwa étav Bacllopaote o€

AVTEG EHAOTE OLYOLEOL YIX TV €TITUX I E(TE OTA TIVEVUATIKX EITE OTX EYKOOULA.

Yuvdéovpue v Kvgtaxn avt) pé v £€00tr) twv ayiwv adeApav tov Aalagov g
Map0ag kat tc Mapiag, mov v 1o 1eéxov €tog ovumintel pé v éootn g [evtnkootng.

Ol adeA@ég avTEC AVTIMIEOOWTIEVLOVV TV AVTATIAQVIOT] KAL TV TQOOPOQA KAl ATIOTEAODV
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axoBec mapdderypa NG dakoviag kal Tng avtobvoilag twv mEeoButepowv. Eilval
KATATIATKTIKO YL TO TGS Ol TEETPUTEQES TTROTPEQOLV T XAQLOUATA KAL T TAAEVTA TOVG

OTIG KOLVOTNTEG HaG KAl g €VIoXVOoLV T1) dlakovia Twv ovlVywV Toug.

['a avto Aowmov ac avayvweioovpe ONHEQX TO QOAO TWV AYATNHEVWV
MEEOPLTEQWV, WS TMEWTAOANTWV TWV KOWVOTITWV HAS, TIHOVTAS TS OTtwe Tig a&iCet. Etvau
TIAVTAELES Kal TG O@eidovpe oeBacpo, eVYVWHOOUVT] KAL TIHT, APLEQWVOVTAS AUTH TNV

Kvouaxt) otrv EOvikr) AdeApdtnta twv [oeofutepav.

Me evxaplotieg katl matokeg evxes ev Kuplw,

& 4&@,@ %%féc{05

t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpopog
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