Risen Christ, the entire creation is renewed together with humanity. When
we chant in the 3 Ode of the Paschal Canon, that “Now everything is filled
with light —heaven, earth, and all things beneath the earth; therefore, let all
creation celebrate the resurrection of Christ, in which everything has been
established,” we proclaim that the universe is founded on and filled with
unfading light. The phrases “before Christ” and “after Christ” ring true not
only for the history of the human race, but also for the sake of all creation.

The Lord’s raising from the dead constitutes the nucleus of the Gospel,
the stable point of reference for all the books of the New Testament, as well
as for the liturgical life and devotion of the Orthodox Christians. Indeed, the
words “Christ is Risen!” summarize the theology of the Church. The
experience of the abolition of the dominion of death is a source of ineffable
joy, “free from the bonds of this world.” “All things are filled with joy upon
receiving the taste of resurrection.” The resurrection is an explosion “of great
joy” and permeates the entire life, ethos and pastoral ministry of the church
as the foretaste of the fullness of life, knowledge and life of the eternal
kingdom of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Orthodox faith and pessimism
are contradictory phenomena.

Pascha is for us a feast of freedom and victory over alienating forces;
it is the churchification of our existence, an invitation to collaborate for the
transfiguration of the world. The history of the Church is rendered “a great
Pascha” as the journey toward “the liberation in glory of the children of

God” (Rom. 8.21). The experience of resurrection reveals the center and



