PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL
FOR HOLY PASCHA

PROT. NO. 251

+BARTHOLOMEW

By God’s Mercy
Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plenitude of the Church:
May the Grace, Peace and Mercy of Christ Risen in Glory be with you All

Most honorable brother Hierarchs,
Dearly beloved children,

By God’s mercy and strength, we have journeyed through prayer and
fasting across the ocean of Holy and Great Lent, finally reaching the splendid
feast of Pascha, and we praise the Lord of glory, who descended to the
depths of Hades and “achieved the entrance for all to Paradise” through His
raising from the dead.

The Resurrection is not the remembrance of an event from the past, but
the “good change” of our existence, “another birth, an alternate life, a
different kind of living, the transformation of our very being.”! And in the

Risen Christ, the entire creation is renewed together with humanity. When
we chant in the 374 Ode of the Paschal Canon, that “Now everything is filled
with light —heaven, earth, and all things beneath the earth; therefore, let all
creation celebrate the resurrection of Christ, in which everything has been
established,” we proclaim that the universe is founded on and filled with
unfading light. The phrases “before Christ” and “after Christ” ring true not
only for the history of the human race, but also for the sake of all creation.

The Lord’s raising from the dead constitutes the nucleus of the Gospel,
the stable point of reference for all the books of the New Testament, as well
as for the liturgical life and devotion of the Orthodox Christians. Indeed, the
words “Christ is Risen!” summarize the theology of the Church. The
experience of the abolition of the dominion of death is a source of ineffable
joy, “free from the bonds of this world.” “All things are filled with joy upon



receiving the taste of resurrection.” The resurrection is an explosion “of great
joy” and permeates the entire life, ethos and pastoral ministry of the church
as the foretaste of the fullness of life, knowledge and life of the eternal
kingdom of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Orthodox faith and pessimism
are contradictory phenomena.

Pascha is for us a feast of freedom and victory over alienating forces; it
is the churchification of our existence, an invitation to collaborate for the
transfiguration of the world. The history of the Church is rendered “a great
Pascha” as the journey toward “the liberation in glory of the children of
God” (Rom. 8.21). The experience of resurrection reveals the center and
eschatological dimension of freedom in Christ. Biblical references to the
Savior’s resurrection demonstrate the power of our freedom as believers; it
is in this freedom alone that the “great miracle” is manifested, which remains
inaccessible to every oppression. “The mystery of salvation belongs to those
who desire it freely, not to those who are tyrannized against their will.”?
Accepting the divine gift as a “transition” of the believer toward Christ is the
voluntary existential response to the loving and saving “transition” of the
Risen Lord toward humankind. For “without me, you cannot do anything”
(Jn 15.5).

The mystery of the Lord’s resurrection to this day continues to shatter
the positivistic certainties of those who deny God as “the denial of human
will,” as well as the advocates of “the fallacy of self-fulfillment without God”
and the admirers of the contemporary “man-god.” The future does not
belong to those imprisoned in a self-sufficient, stifling and narrow earthly
existence. There is no authentic freedom without resurrection, without the
perspective of eternity.

For the Holy Great Church of Christ, one source of such resurrectional
joy is also found this year in the common celebration of Easter by the entire
Christian world, along with the commemoration of the 1700t anniversary of
the First Council of Nicaea, which condemned the heresy of Arius, who
“diminished within the Trinity the one Son and Word of God,” and which

! Gregory of Nyssa, On the Resurrection of our Lord, PG 46.604.
2 Maximus Confessor, On the Lord’s Prayer, PG 90.880.



established the way of calculating the date for the feast of our Savior’s
resurrection.

The Council of Nicaea inaugurates a new age in the conciliar history
of the Church, the transition from the local to the ecumenical synodal level.
As we know, the First Ecumenical Council introduced the non-biblical term
“homoousios (of one essence)” to the Symbol of Faith, albeit with a clear
soteriological reference, which remains the essential characteristic of church
doctrines. In this sense, the celebrations of this great anniversary are not a
return to the past, inasmuch as the “spirit of Nicaea” exists unspoiled in the
life of the Church, whose unity is associated with the correct understanding
and development of its conciliar identity. Discussion on the First Ecumenical
Council of Nicaea reminds us of the common Christian archetypes and the
meaning behind the struggle against the perversion of our spotless faith,
encouraging us to turn toward the depth and essence of Church tradition.
The joint celebration this year of the “most holy day of Pascha” highlights
the timeliness of the subject, the solution of which not only expresses the
respect of Christianity for the decrees of the Council of Nicaea, but also the
awareness that “there should be no differentiation in such sacred matters.”

With these sentiments, filled with the light and joy of the Resurrection,
while proclaiming “Christ is Risen!” with jubilation, let us honor the chosen
and holy day of Pascha with a heartfelt confession of our faith in the
Redeemer, who trampled down death by death and granted life to all people
and all creation, through our faithfulness to the sacred traditions of the Great
Church as well as through sincere love for our neighbor, for the glorification
by us all of the heavenly name of the Lord.

At the Phanar, Holy Pascha 2025
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for you all

to the Risen Lord

To be read after the Holy Gospel during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of
Holy Pascha.



ITATPIAPXIKH ATTOAEIZEIX
EIIT TQu ATTOLTTAYXXA
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tBAPOOAOMAIOX
EAEQUOEOY APXIEITIXZKOIIOX
KONXZTANTINOYTIOAEQY - NEAY. POMHY
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
I[TPOX OAO TO ITAHPOMA THY. EKKAHXIAY. XAPH, EIPHNH KAI EAEOZ
ATIO TON ENAOEZQY ANAXTANTA XPIXTO

* % %

Tyutator adeAgot Tepdpyec kat tékva €v Kupiw evAoynuéva,

Apov taléPape oto méAayog g Ayiag kat MeyaAng Teooapakootng pé to
£Aeoc kal ) dLvaun oL B0V, UE TEOCELXT] Kal vnotela, kat Odoape 0TO OAOPWTO
[Taoxa, dvopvovpe tov Koplo g d0&ag, avtov mov kaTéPnie HéXOoL Ta Tapela ToL Adn)
Kal YE TV AVAoTAOT] TOL ATIO TOUG VEKQOUG «EKAVE TOV TTAQADELDO TIOOLTO 0& OAOUG
TOUG AVOQWTIOVG».

‘H Avdotaon d&v elvat 1) dvapvnon évog yeyovotog amo 1o maeA0dv, aAAa
«KaAn aAdolwon» ¢ VTAEEews pag, «AAN yévvnor, Plog étepog, dAAo eidog Cwng,
HeTAOTOLXElWOT] avTG TG O TS PLOews Hag»l. Me tov avaotnuévo XoLoto
avaxawviCetat pall pe Tov avOowmo 1) ovpunaoa ktion. ‘Otav PpdAdovpe v I7 dr) tov
Kavovog tov IMaoxa, 10 «NUvV mavia memAnowtal @wtog, oveavog te kal yn Kat ta
katoxOovia €0pTalétw youv maoa KToLS TV £yepatv XOLoTov, &V 1) €0TeQéwTaly, TOTE
dlaknpvooetal 0Tt OAOKANQO TO CUUTIAV €lval OTEQEWHUEVOV KAl TIATIQEG AVECTIEQOV
pwtoc. ‘H diarplon «meo Xootov» kal «eta XoLotov» loxVeL OXL LOVOV YL TNV loTopla
TOU AvOEWTIVOUL YéVoug, AAAX Kal Yix TV OAN dnuovylav.

‘H éx vekpwv &yepon tov Kupiov amoteAel tov mupnva tov EvayyeAiov, to
ota0eQ0 ONUED AVAPOEAS OAwV TV kelpévwv g Katvng AuxOnkng, aAAa kat g
AertovQykne Cwng kal Tng evoePelag twv 000000Ewv. Oviwg, 1)1 BeoAoyia T
ExxAnotac pag ovvopiCetat 0to «Xpuotog Avéotn». H Biwon tn¢ kataQynoews g
dvvaung Tov BavdTov eival MY AVeIMWTNG Xaas, «eAev0eQng amo Tig deopevoelg
AUTOL TOU KOOHOUL». «XAQAG T TAVIA TETMANQWTAL TNG AVAOTACEWS TNV TELQAV
eAn@otar. "Exonén «xapag peyaAnc» 11 Avaotaor, dwxmotiCet OAOKANQEN TNV
ExkAnootikt) Cwnyv, To 100g Katl TV MOLUAVTIKT) 00A0T), WS TEOYELOT) TG TANEOTTAG
Cwng, YVwoews Katl xapag ¢ atdviag Baodeiag tov Ilatpog kat tov Yiov kat tov Ayiov
[Tvebvpatog. OpB6do&n miotn kat amaloodolia etvat pueyéon dovppata petalv Toug.

tT'onyopiov Nvoong, Ilepi tnc tpinuépov npoBeouiac tnc Avactacews tov Kvpiov fuwv Inoov
Xpiotov, PG 46, 604.
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To Ildoxa etvar yux tov avOowmo £optr) éAevOeplag kal ViKn kKata TV
AAAOTOLWTIKWV  duVAHEwY, E€kkAnolomolnorn ¢ Umaefews pag, TQEOOKANOT oO¢
OLVEQYELX YL TI) HETAMOQPwOoN oL koouov. ‘H totoota g ExkAnolag yivetat «&€va
peyado I[aoxa», wg moela mEoOg «tr)v éAgvOepia g dOEag Twv madiwv Tov Ocov»2. To
Plopa g Avaotaoews ATIOKAAVTITEL TO KEVTOO KAL TV €0XATOAOYLKT) dldoTtaon TG €V
Xowotw €AevOegiag. Ol PiAkés paQTLEleg TEQL TG AVAOTATEWS TOL LwWTNQOG
AavadekvOoLV T dVvaun g EéAev0eplag TV TOTWV, OTr) OTIolA KAl LOV PAVEQWVETAL
10 «péya Oavpa», TO OTIOI0 MTAQAMEVEL ATIQOOLTOV 0¢ KAO € kKatavaykaopo. «To pvotrielo
TG owTnElag avrikel o¢ dvOpwmovg pe eéAev0eon PovAn o kal OXtL 0¢ avOpwTOLS VTTO
kaOeotws tvoavviac»?. 'H amodoxm g Oelag dweags ws «dABact» TOL TOTOL TTEOG TOV
Xooto, etvar 1) EAe00EQN VTAQKTLKT ATIAVTIOT) 0TIV AYATINTIKT KAL OWOTIKT «OABaotv»
TOU AVAOTNHEVOL XQLOTOL TEOG TOV AvOEwTO. «XwlS EUéva TIoTa dEV UTIOQELTE VX
KAveTe»t.

To pvotmpelov g Avaotdoews tov Kupiov ovveyilet kal onfjuega va kAoviCet Tig
Oetiklotikég PePfaldTnTes TWV AQVNTWV TOL @0V WG «AQVNOEWS TNG AvOQwWTivNg
€Aev0epiag», TOLS OTIADOVG TNG «PEVAKTG TN AVTOTOAYHUATWOEWS XWOLS Oed» katl TovG
Qavuaoteg TOL CLYXEOVOVL «&avOPWTOOEOL». A¢v avrikel TO HEAAOV OTOV EYKAWPLOUO
OTV aVTAQETKOV, OLQQLIKVWTIKT] Kal kAelot) évOadwotnta. Aev Omdoxet dAnOw)
EAev0epia XwOIG AVATTAOT), XWELS TIQOOTITIKT] AW VIOTNTAG.

IInyn dvaotdoung evgeoovvng yix v Ayia tov Xptotov MeydAn ExkAnoia
ATIOTEAEL EPETOC KAl O KOLVOG £0QTATHOG TOL TTdoxa VO CUUTIAVTOG TOV XQLOTIAVIKOD
KOOUOUL, pall pue v xAwot) Entakoowootn éméteo T Ilpwtng év Nwaia
Otkovpevikng Luvodov, 1) ool katadikaoe v kakodo&la Tov Agelov, avtov 6 OTIol0g
«kataopikouve tov éva g Touadog, 6 6moiog eivatl Yiog kat Adyog tov Oeov», Katl
Oéomioe TOV TROTO TOL KAOOQLOHUOD TNG TJUEQOUNVIAG YIX TNV £€00TI) TNG AVAOTATEWS
TOU XLWTrQOG.

‘H Y0vodog t¢c Nikatag eykawvidlel pia véa meplodo ot ouvodikt) loTopia g
ExxAnoiag, ) petdPaocn &mo TO TOTKO OTO OKOVMEVIKO OLVOdWKO Emimedo. (g
Yvwotdv, 1) Tpwtn Otkovuevikr) ZOvodog elonyoaye 0to LOUPoOAO TG TioTewS TOV
«AYQAPOV» 6QO «OHOOVOLOC», LE OAPT] TWTNOLOAOYLKT] AVAEPOQA, 1] OTIOl TTAQAEVEL TO
OVOLWOEC XAQAKTNQELOTIKO TV doYHATwV NG ExxkAnolac. Ymo v €vvowx avt, ol
£0QTAOHOL TNG HEYAANG €meTelov OV elval OTQOQT) TEOS TO MaReAOGV, €@’ 6oov TO
«rtvevpa e Nikaiag» évumtapyet adidmrwta ot Cwn g ExkAnolag, 1 évotnta g
omolag ovvapTatat pe TV 001 katavonon Kat AVATTUEN TG CLVODIKNG TAVTOTNTAG
mc. O Adyog mept ¢ [Towtng év Nikaia Otkovpevikng Zvvodov DmevOupiCet T kKova
XOLOTLAVIKA AQXETUTIA KAl T ONUaciot ToL Ay@wva KAt TV OXOTEEPADOTEWV TNG
AUOUNTNG THUOTEWS HAG KAL HAS TIQOTRETIEL VX OTQAQPOVE TIROG TO PBAO0G Kt v ovolx
¢ magaddoews ¢ ExkAnoiac. O 8¢ kato O AoV €T0g KOOGS £0QTACHOG TNG
«Aywwrtatng tov Idoxa Npégac» dvadetkviel TV EMKAQOTNTA ToL Oéuatog, 1) Avon
TOL OTOLOL O L HOVO EkEALeL TO OefaoHo TG XOLOTIAVOOoUVNG TIROG T& DeoTtiopata tng

Powp 1/, 21.
3 Maé&ipov OpoAoynrov, Eic tiv mpooevxnv tov [latep fnuwv, npoc éva piAoxprotov, PG 90, 880.
Tewav. e, 5.
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Yuvodov ¢ Nikaiag, dAAx kat TV ovveldnorn OtL «d&v TEEmeL v VTTAQXEL KATIOLX
dlaooa otV AydtnTA AVT».

Me tétoiax aloOnquata, yepator pHE TO QWS KAl T1) XA TS Avaotdoews kal
AVAPOWVTAS TO KOOUOXAQHOOUVO «XQLOTOG AVEDTN», &G TIUOOVE TNV KANTH Kat ayla
Nuéoa tov Idoxa pe v 0AGPpvxn OpoAoYia TG TMHOTEWS HAG 0& AVTOV TOL TTATNOE TOV
Odvato pe tov Oavato, 0tov Avtwtn oL X&pLoe Cwr) o0& OAOLS TOUG AVOEWTIOUS Kal 0¢
OAN TNV KTion, HUé TNV TOTOTTA HAG OTIS TiHeg mapadooels e MeydAng ExkAnoiag
KAL HE TNV AVUTIOKQLTT AYAT] TEOG TOV MANOilov, wote va dofaletal Kal dx TAVTWV
MUV TO DTTeEgovEAVIo Ovoua Tov Kupiov.

Ddavaoy, Ayio IMaoxa 2025
1+ O KowvotavtivourtoAewg
dLdTLEOG TEOG TOV AvaoTnuévo XoLoTo
eVX€tNG OAwV oag.

Noa avayvwoOet otic ExkkAnoteg kata ) Oceta Aertovgyia ¢ £00Tng ToL Ayiov [Taoxa, peta to
Teo EvayyéAto.
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