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tBARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
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Most reverend brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

Thirty-five whole years have lapsed since the Holy and Sacred Synod of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate established September 1, the Feast of the Indiction and opening
of the ecclesiastical year, as a Day of Prayers for the Protection of the Natural
Environment. This blessed initiative had a great resonance and borne bountiful fruit. The
multidimensional ecological activities of the Holy Great Church of Christ today center
around the phenomenon of climate change—or rather, the climate crisis—which has
caused a “planetary state of emergency.”

We appreciate the contribution of the environmental movements, the international
agreements for the environment, the related engagement on the part of scientists with
this problem, the contribution of environmental education, the ecological sensitivity and
mobilization of countless people and especially representatives of the younger
generation. However, we insist that what is needed is an axiological “Copernican turn,”
a radical change of mentality globally, a substantial revision of the relationship between
humankind and nature. Otherwise, we will continue to treat the -catastrophic
consequences of the ecological crisis, while leaving intact and active the roots of the
problem.

The environmental threat is a dimension of the extended crisis in contemporary
civilization. In this sense, confronting the problem cannot be successful on the basis of
the principles of the same civilization, of the rationale behind it, which created it in the
tirst place. We have repeatedly expressed our conviction that churches and religions can
contribute significantly to a vital spiritual and evaluative conversion for the sake of the
future of humanity and the planet. Genuine religious faith dissolves the arrogance and
titanism of humankind, inasmuch as it constitutes the embankment of its transformation
into a “man-god,” who abolishes all standards, boundaries, and values, while declaring
himself “the measure of all things” and instrumentalizing both his fellow human beings
and nature for the satisfaction of his unquenchable needs and arbitrary pursuits.

The centuries-long experience teaches us that, without an “Archimedean”
spiritual and evaluative support, humanity cannot avoid the risks of a nihilistic



“anthropologism.” This is the legacy of the classical spirit, as articulated by Plato through
the principle that “God is the measure of all things for us” (Laws 716c). This
understanding of humanity and its responsibility through its relationship with God is
expressed through the Christian teaching about the creation of Adam “in the image of
God” and “according to His likeness,” as well as about the assumption of human nature
by the incarnate pre-eternal Word of God for our salvation and the renewal of all creation.
The Christian faith recognizes the supreme value of humanity and creation alike. In this
spirit, then, respect for the sacredness of the human person and the protection of the
integrity of the “very good” creation are inseparable. Faith in the God of wisdom and
love inspires and supports the creative forces of humankind, strengthening it in the face
of challenges and trials, even when overcoming these appears humanly impossible.

We have struggled and still strive for an inter-Orthodox and inter-Christian
collaboration for the protection of humanity and creation, as well as for the introduction
of this subject in interfaith dialogue and common actions of religions. Moreover, we
particularly emphasize the need to understand that the contemporary ecological crisis
impacts first and foremost the poorer inhabitants on earth. In the document of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, entitled “For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the
Orthodox Church,” this topic is underlined emphatically along with the essential concern
of the Church in light of the consequences of climate change: “We must understand that
serving our neighbor and preserving the natural environment are intimately and
inseparably connected. There is a close and indissoluble bond between our care of
creation and our service to the body of Christ, just as there is between the economic
conditions of the poor and the ecological conditions of the planet. Scientists tell us that
those most egregiously harmed by the current ecological crisis will continue to be those
who have the least. This means that the issue of climate change is also an issue of social
welfare and social justice.” (Paragraph 76)

In conclusion, we wish you, most honorable brothers and most beloved children,
anew ecclesiastical year full of divine blessings and productivity, invoking upon you all,
through the intercession of Panagia Pammakaristos, whose wondrous and miraculous
icon we honor and celebrate on this day and humbly venerate, the life-giving grace and
boundless mercy of the Creator of all and God of wondrous things.

September 1, 2024
t Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for all before God
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tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQ ®EOY APXIEIIIZKOITOX KONZTANTINOYTIOAEQL
NEAY POMHY KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
TIANTI TQi TIAHPOMATI THE EKKAHEIAL XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOX
TTAPA TOY AHMIOYPI'OY ITAXHX THX KTIZEQX
KYPIOY KAI ®EOY KAI XQTHPOL HMON IHXOY XPIETOY

* % X

Tyucrtatot adeApol Tegdoxat kai tékva &v Kvgiw ayannta,

Towkovtamevtaetio AN magfAbev and g kableewoews LG e Aviag kat
Tegag Zuvédov tod Olkovpevikod Ilatouagyeiov tig 1™ Lemrteupeiov, £o0QTiG NG
Tvdixtou kai Evag&ews ToD EkKANCIATTIKOD €TOUG, WG ‘Hpépag mpooevxwv VTEQ TS
ngootaciog tod uokod megBdAAovtos. H evAoynuévn avt| mewtofovAia £oxe
HEYBANV drjxnowv kal gkaQmo@dgnoe mAovoiws. Al moAvddotartot olkoAoykat
dodoeig T Ayiag Tod XgLotod MeydAng BkkANoing ETUCEVTIQWVOVTAL OTHEQOV €I TO
@avépevoy T KAtpatikis GAAayRg, uaAAov dé kQioews, T Omolov Exel dnui-
OUVQYNOEL iV KATAOTAOLY «TAAVNTIKAG ELTEKTOV AVAYKNG».

EXTH@OMEY THV OUPBOANV T@V 0iKOAOYIK@V KIVI|HATWY, TAG diebvels ouppw-
viag di& 16 meQIBAAAOV, THV EVaoXOANOWY T@V EMUOTUOVWV pé T6 TEOBANUA, TV
TEOCQORAV THG TeQIBoAOVTIKAG Ekmadevoews, TV oikoAoyumv ebawobnoiav kai
OTOATELOY AVaQLOUTWY ATOHWV Kal eiducdTeQov EmEOTWTWY TG VA YeVeas.
‘Opws, Empévopey L dmattelital pic GEOAOYIKT] «KOTEQVIKELA OTQOPT, i Quiuen
dAAayr] vootportiag maykoouiws, pia obowotua] dvabewEnols Tg 0X€0EwWG ToU
&vBQMTOUL pé THY PUOWV. AAwg, B4 ouvexiowiev VA BeQamevWHEV TAG KATAOTQO-
QPIKAG ETUMTOOELS TG olkoAoYiKig kQioews, né abikrous kal éveQyoug tdg gilag tov
TEOPANUATOG.

‘H neoiforovrucy amedr] etvar pla dldotaots g extetapévng KQIoews tov
guyxeévov moArtiopov. ‘Ev 1] évvoig tavt), 1] GVTILETWTIOLG TOD TEoBANUaTOG DEV
elvar duvatdv va 5067 éni ) aoeL TOV &EXWV ALTOD TOD MOALTITHOD, TG AOYIKNG
dnAadn 1) démoia 6 Ednpoveynoe. "Exopev Ek@QATeL kat EmMavAANPv TV memnoi-
Bnoiv pag 6t el v Lwtieiy did 6 péAAov g dvBowmdtntog Kal tob mAavriTou
HAG TVELHATIKAY Kai AELOAOYIKI|V HETAOTQOETV dUvavTal V& CUUBAAOLY peyaAwe
ai ExkAnoiat kai ai Ognokeiat. H yvnoia 8gnokevticy] riotis kataAvel miv &Aaco-
velov kai TéV TITaviopdy oD dvOQWTOY, ATOTEAEL AVAXWHOL ELG TV HETATQOTNV TOV
eic «avBpwToBedV», O OTIOT0G KATAQYEL péTea, O kai déiog, adtoavayopevetal gig
«TAVTOV LETEOV», EQyaAelomolel TOV ouvavOowmov kal Tiv guow dk v ikavo-
ToMoLV TV dKOQEOTWV &vayk®V Kal TV avBaigétwv EmdLOEEwV TOV.

‘H nelpa TV aldvwv diddokeL 8Tt dvev Vg «aQxLndeiov» Tvevpaticod Kai
&E10A0YIKOD TTNEiYHATOS, 1) dvOQWTOTNG &dUVATEL VA ATo@UYT) TOUS KIvdUVOUG €VEg
pNdevIoTIoD  «&vBQwTOAOYIopHoD». AT elvar 1) moagakatabikn tob doxaiov
nmveduatog, énws detunwOrn vné tod ITAdtwvog dii g doxNG «@edg MLV TAVTWY



XonpaTwv pétgovs (Ndupor 716¢). ‘H kartavénoig tod &vOewmnov kai g g0OVVNG TOUL
néoa &mé v ox£owv Tov pé oV Oedv ExpQAaleTtal did TG XQIOTLAVIKNG dwaokaAiag
negl Tig dnpoveyiog oD dvOEwTOoL «kat elikdva Beod» kal «kab’ opoiwotv» Avtd,
kB kal Tegl g MEoTAPews Thg dvBwTtivng QUoEws VTO ToD cagkwOEévTog did
v owtneiav b avBewnov kai dvakaiviow Thg 6Ang dnpoveYying meoaiwviov
Aéyou 10D @eob. H xolotixviky) miotig dvayvweiler vpiotnv aéiav TOOOV E&ig TOV
&vBowmov, oov kat eig v ktiow. Ev 1@ mvevpatt tovty, 6 oeBaopos e LegdtnTog
00 &vOQWMivov TEOoWTOL Kai 1) TooTacia TG diegaldtnTog TG KAANS Alav
dnuoveyiag elvar adlaigetor. ‘H miotis eig tév Bedv Tiig coping Kkal g ayanng
gumvéel kad otnoilel Tés dnpovgyikds duvapels 1D avBEWMoL, TOV EVdLVApWVEL
EVaTIoV TV MEOKANoEwWV Kal TV duoKoALWY, drdun Kkal btav 1) vréQPacic Twv
¢ppaviletal kat AvOQEWTMOV WG AVEPLKTOG.

HywvioBnuev kai dywvilépeba did tjv d10006d0Eov kal daxxQLoTIavIKIY
ouvegyaoiov did TV ngootaciov Tod &vBewov Kkal T Ktioews Kal did TV Evtadiv
TG Bepatinig avTig &lg TOV dabENoKelaKOV DIAAOYOV KAl TRG KOWAG dpaoelg Twv
Bonokeiv. Tovilopev d¢ WDiautéows TV dvdyknv vé xatavon i) ot 11 oUYXQOVOG
olkoAoyiKr KQIOIG TAYTTEL TEWTIOTWS KA EVIOVHTEQOV TOVG TITWXOTEQOUG KATOLKOUG
s yfs. Eig 16 keipevov 1ol Oikovpevikod latouxpxeiov «“YTép NG TOU KOTHOU
Cwiic’. T kovwvikdv fBog Tig OgboddEov ExxkAnaiog» royeappiletat pet Eupa-
oewe 6 Bépa avté ka1 dvarykaia péouuva tig ExikAnoiag évamov TV EMmUmTOoewy
e KApatieic dAAayTic: «[Toémet vé katavorjooupe 8L 1) dlaxovia Tob TAnoiov ol
1) drapvAaLn 0D @uoLkod megLBdAAovTOg elva dgonKTa ouvdedepéves. Tlagopolx
&oonkTa oLVdedepéves petaky Toug elval kai 1] pQovTida Hag Yid i) dnuoveyia kal
1) dakovia pag mEAS TA UEAT) TOV CWUATOG TOL Xototob, 6Twg elvat GAANAévdeTEG Kol
ol oixovopicég oLVOTKeS TV PTWXWV pHé TG olkovoukég ouVOTKeS TOD mAavrjtn. Ol
gruoTpoveg pag Aéve 8t ketvol ov EXouV TANYEL TTEQLOCOTEQO ATl TV TRéXOVTN
olkoAoywkr] kolon elvar xai 64 elval ool katéyxovv €Aaxlota. Emopévwg, T
TEOBANUA TG KAPATIKNG AAAAYTG AmoTeAel katl Crtnpa KOWwwVIKiG medvoLag Kai
KOLVWVIKNG dkaloovvne» (§ 76).

Ieoaivovteg tév Adyov, ebx6peba mQog Upas, Tudrtator ddeA@ol kai
npoo@Aéatata tékva, TAYEn Belwv edAoyIwV Kal kaAAlkagmov oV véov EKKAN-
oloTkOV Eviavtdy, énkaiovpevor Eni mavtag DUAG, peotteia e IMavayiag g
Tappoakagiotov, Tv Bavpaotv kal Bavpatoveydv eikdva Tig OToiag TiHWHEV
ofjuegov 0QTiws Kai TameoPEoves kataonaloueda, v Lwrutov XaQLy xal o
apétonrov #Aeog tod Kriotov t@wv dndvtwv kal @eob tov Bavuaciov.

,Brd” LemtepPoiov of
O KwvotavtivountdAews .
dramugog mEds Bedv evXETNG TIAVTWY DUWV



