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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Eav vueic peivnte €v 1@ A0y T Euw, aAnbws uadntai pov éote, kol yvawoeoOe
v aAnjOeav, kai ) aAnleia EdevOepwoel Opag. (kata Iwavvny 8:31-32)

If you abide in My Message, then you are truly My followers, and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free. (John 8:31-32)

My beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

The Fourth of July is much more than the American celebration of liberty. It is the
memory of that moment of the turning of the tide, when a people who were abused by
the powerful chose to stand up for themselves and grasp for the freedom that their
conscience told them was their “unalienable right.” And this is the very same liberty that
we constantly strive to preserve and ensure in this blessed American land for the liberties
of all people, regardless of their race, ethnicity, religion, or national origin. However, a
true freedom that is equal for every human being can only come from God, in the inner
person.



The Lord Jesus Christ told His disciples that the truth would set them free. But in
a world where the truth oftentimes appears to be obscured, we find ourselves frequently
asking the same question as the man who ordered the crucifixion of our Lord did two
millennia ago, “What is truth?” If we are able to know the truth of things, then we must
also recognize that the condition for that knowledge is abiding in the Logos — the
Message of the One Who ascended the Cross of His own free will for our salvation.

Therefore, freedom and truth are inextricably linked in the person of our Savior. If
we are not truthful people — or in other words, if we are not of the truth, as the Lord
answered Pontius Pilate (John 18:37) — then our perception will always be shackled to
our own personal opinions or our willingness to blindly follow the views of others and
not the Logos of the Word of God. And this, my dear friends, is contrary to the ethos and
authentic perspective of the Orthodox Church and the Gospel.

On our Nation’s Birthday, then, when the entire world and our Country yearn for
truth and peace — the firm and unyielding hallmarks of a genuine life in Christ — let us
commit to truly being Christ’s followers. The Lord understands our need for freedom
and knowledge, but He bestows them upon us in proportion to the measure of our
faithfulness and the good deeds that we perform as His servants. Let us, therefore, strive
to be honest disciples of His Divine Word, so that we may “know the truth” (John 8:32)
and be truly free!

With much paternal love in Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America



IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApOp. INowr.: 268/2025
Agxtemiokomuikn) 'EykvkAlog yia trv Tetagtn TovAiov.
41 TovAtov 2025

[Iooc 1tovg XePacpwtatovs  kalt OeopuUrleotatovg  AQXLeQels, TOLG
EvAapeotdtovg Tepeilc kat Ataxdvovg, tic IloeoPutépes kat tic Atakdviooes, tovg
Movayxovg kat tic Movayéc, toug Ilpoédpovg kat ta MéAn twv Kowotikwv
ZoppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwtatovg Agxovteg tov Oucovpevucov Iatowxpxeiov,
@ péAN e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hyueonowx kai Amoyevpativa LxoAeia, Tig
dronttwxovg AdeAgotnteg, ) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVopBodoles Opyavawoels kat
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvLHo TMATowHa Th¢ Tepag AgXLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Eav Opeig petvnte ev 1 A0Yyw @ €uw, aAndwg padntal pov éote kal yvaoeoOe v

aAnOewav katl 1) aAnOewx éAevBepwoetl Duac» (Kata Twavvnyv 8: 31-32).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol katl adeApeg €v XOLoTw,

‘H Tetaptn TovAiov elvat KATL TeEQLOOOTEQO ATIO it £0QTT) TG EAevOeQlag otV
Apegr). Etva 1) lotogukt) pvriun ékeivng Tng oty ung, 6tav évag Katameopévosg Aaog
amopaoilel va EeonkwOel kat va diekdiknoet v éAgvBepla Tov, Omws 1) oLVEdNOT)
TOU KATADEIKVVEL WG «AVAPAIQETO dikatiwpar. Kat avtn 1) éAevOegia eivat kKATL OV
TIEOOTIAOOVUE VA KQATHOOVHE CVTAVO KAL EUTIQAKTO O& QUTI) TNV €VAOYNHEVT] XWOQ,

Ywx O0Aovg TOvg AVOEWTOUS, AVEEAQTNTWS QPUATC, E0vikotnTag, Opnokelag 1)



kataywyns. Ouwe 1) aAnOwn) éAevBegia, moL eival AMEOCWTOANTITI], UTOQEL V&
TEOEADEL povaxa ATto TO B0 Kat va Qlwoel Héoa 0to PAOOC TS KAQOLAG HAG.

O Kvpog pag ITnoovg Xplotog eimte otovg pabntéc tov ot 1 dAnBeta O tovg
EAevBepwoel. AAAa o€ Evarv kKOoHO OTTov 1) aAnOetax ovxva potdlet OoAr), €gxetat oTo
VOU HaG 1] €0TNom ToL &vOEWTOL oL TtaEdwoe TO XQLOTO 0TO OTavoko Oavarto: « Tt
oty aAnOewa»; Mmogovpe va yvwoloovue v aAndewx, povo av magapetvovpe
Evopévol pe 1o Adyo, avTov oL AVEPNKE OTO OTALEO pE WD O€AN O, Y v pag
OWOEL

‘Emopévag, éAevbepta kat aAndewx eivat depéveg petald TOUg 0TO TIEOCWTIO
oL Xptotov. Eav dev elpaote aAnOwvol avOpwTor, dnNAadn) éav 0&v dvrKovpe OtV
aAnOewa, 6mwe eime 0 Kovglog otov ITlato (Iw. 18, 37), tote 6,tt PAémovpe kai
avtidappavopaote O TaQapével dDeEVO HE TNV VTTOKELUEVIKT] HAS YVWOUN T HE TNV
axoLtn anodoxr) 6owv Aéve ot AAAOL kat Ot pe o Adyo toL Oeov. AUTO 0V TaLalet
0TO PEOVN A Kat T Lwr) moL meoteivel 1) Op06d0&N ExkAnoia kat to EvayyéAio tov
Xplotov.

Evo 10 Apegucaviko "EOvog pag yiootalet orjpega TV 1fUEQA TNG YEVVIOEWS
TOV, TT] OTLYUT) IOV O KOOHOG &AvalnTel ATIEYVWOHEVA TNV AAN0elx kKal TNV €O vN, TX
OTolax ATMOTEAOLY Kat T otabepa onueta pag Cwng péoa oto s Tov XELoTov, &g
ATOPACIO0VHE VX Yivoupe aAnOvol padntég tov. O Kvplog yvwoilet ) diha pag yx
EAev0epia kal yvwor), dAAX T dWEA AUTA TX TEOOPEQEL AVAAOYX HE TNV TOTI Hag
Kal T KaAx €Qya moL KAVOURE g UTNETeS Tov. Ag mEoomaOrjoovpe, Aowmdv, va
elpaote Tipo kat ool HabnTég tov AdGYov, Yix VA HTTOQECOVLLE VX YVWQELOOVLE TNV

aAnOeax kat va (rjoovpe OvTwg éAevBegol!
Metax mMOAANG mtatEkng v XoLotw ayanng,
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