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Introduced in 1983, the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival provides Greek Orthodox
youth the opportunity to write and talk about their faith. The Oratorical Festival Program
begins at the parish level and is divided into three divisions:

Elementary Division (local festival only) for students in grades 4-6
Junior Division for students in grades 7—-9
Senior Division for student in grades 1012

The top speakers in the Junior and Senior Divisions advance to the district or metropolis level. The top speaker in
each Metropolis division is then selected to participate in the Archdiocesan Finals, which is hosted by a different

metropolis each year.

This year our Metropolis Festival was held on April 20 2024, at St. John the Forerunner in Youngstown, OH. A
total of 45 Goyans representing 16 of our parishes participated in Speech, Poetry, Essay and Iconography Divisions.

Through the generosity of our parishes, Metropolis Philoptocos Society, Ahepa Power District #4 Lodge and
generous individuals in our Metropolis we were able to award $500 scholarships to the top two speakers in the
Speech Divisions and $100 scholarships to the Essay, Poetry and Iconography First place participants.

Our Poetry winners were Theofania Nacopoulos, Koimisis Tis Theotokou, Erie (Junior) and Markella Nacopoulos,

Koimisis Tis Theotokou, Erie (Senior). Placing first in the Essay Division were Claire Gaitanis, Holy Trinity

ATV VL _ Cathedral, Camp Hill (Junior) and Emanuela Santiago, St. John The

St. Demetrios i ;

communitycenter | FoOrerunner, Youngstown (Senior). Our Iconography winner was
Evangelos Agganis, Anunciation Cathedral, Columbus.
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In the Speech Division Markella Nacopoulos (Senior) and
Theophany Goudas Ksenyak from Sts. Constantine and Helen

| Cathedral, Cleveland Heights (Junior) were selected to represent our
Metropolis at the National Oratorical Festival which was held June 6-
8, 2024 at St. George Greek Orthodox Church in Buffalo, NY.
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Wonderfully Made Day Retreat

In June, Youth & Young Adult Ministries hosted our first
ever Wonderfully Made Day Retreat! We welcomed
families from across the Metropolis and focused on the
theme In Her Embrace. Participants learned about the
Panagia, sang songs, made crafts, celebrated the Divine
Liturgy, and got to know one another. Thank you to the
MANY hands who made this event possible. We look

forward to growing this vital ministry for years to come. @

“Wonderfully Made is a new ministry through the Metropolis of Pittsburgh’s Y2AM Office for those friends with moderate
to intensive needs. Qur prayer is that this program can become a welcoming environment for participants with disabilities and
their families, reminding them that they are wonderfully made in His Image!

CONGRATULATIONS to
Theophany Goudas Ksenyak from Saints
Constantine & Helen, Cleveland Heights,

OH (Junior Div.), who was awarded Honorable
Mention and received a $1500 scholarship and to
Markella Nacopoulos from Koimisis Tis
Theotokou, Erie, PA (Senior Div.) who placed 3rd
in the Senior Division at the National Festival and
was awarded a $4000 scholarship.
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SUPPORT HIS EMINENCE AND OURMETROPOLIS MINISTRIES
It costs approximately $1,000 per day to operate our Metropolis - including Metropolitan Savas’s Archpastoral
visitations, preparations for summer camp and GOY A retreats, our vital registry, and more. Please consider
\pon oring a dax in the llfL of the Mctlopollb
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