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Reawakening the Evangelical Spirit of our Holy Metropolis of Chicago 

To the Reverend Clergy and Beloved Faithful of the Holy Metropolis of Chicago, 

Grace and peace be with you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has called us to be 
His disciples and witnesses to all nations. 

Our Lord's command to His disciples was clear and urgent: Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you (Matthew 28:19-20). This divine commission 
was not given for a single time, a single place, or a single people. It is an eternal mandate 
for all Christians, and it rests upon us today. 

The Orthodox Church stands upon the unshakable foundation of Holy Tradition, the Holy 
Scriptures, and the teachings of the Fathers. We must remember that what has been passed 
down to us is not a relic to be admired but a living reality to be practiced. The early Church 
understood this deeply, as St. Paul proclaimed: I have made myself a servant to all, that I might 
win as many as possible (1 Corinthians 9:19). The Church is not meant to exist as a closed 
circle of believers but as a lamp shining on a hill, inviting all to come and partake of the 
light of Christ (Matthew 5:14-16). 

We find ourselves in a moment much like that of the early disciples. They faced the 
temptation to restrict faith in Christ to their own immediate community. Yet the Holy Spirit 
compelled them to break boundaries, cross cultures, and open their hearts to the entire 
world. In a similar manner, St. John Chrysostom admonishes the Church not to limit its 
scope: 

Do not say, 'It is impossible for me to influence others.' If you are a 
Christian, it is impossible for you not to influence others. Let us not trifle 
with ourselves. The light of a Christian cannot be hidden. A lamp shining so 
brightly cannot be hidden. (Homily 20 on Acts) 

To live this mandate faithfully, we must align our worship with the evangelical mission of 
the Church. Worship is not a passive experience for the faithful but the heartbeat of our life 
in Christ, the place where heaven and earth meet. Within this sacred space, we must 
continuously intercede for those who are seeking Christ and for those who are preparing to 
join His Body. 
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