CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHIEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 178/2023
Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Fourth of July
July 4%, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

My beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

... 00 0& to ITvevua Kvpiov, éxel éAevBepia. (I1poc KoprvBiove B 3:17)
... and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (II Corinthians 3:17)

The Fourth of July is a National Holiday for all Americans, no matter how or when
their ancestors came to this land. Whether millennia ago, across the Bering Straits, or in ships
of conquest, or ships of slavery, or even just a few weeks ago after a dangerous and arduous
trek. The fact is that we are all Americans — worthy of our fellow citizens” esteem and
respect. In a time when our political discourse has deteriorated, and we hear more and more
hateful rhetoric, it seems good and just to remember that this is the “Land of the Free.” And

such freedom comes as a gift, and as a responsibility.

The Apostle Paul reminds us that our ultimate freedom is of God, and of the interior
freedom that consciousness of the Spirit imbues within the human person. The basis of that
freedom is love; for to love is to liberate your heart, soul, and mind from the bonds of hatred,
prejudice, and envy. Being truly free requires the courage to shoulder the responsibilities of

liberty. That is why our country is also called the “Home of the Brave.”



CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

Not everyone takes up arms to defend our land, but everyone can take up the cause.
Freedom is not guaranteed by weapons, no matter how sophisticated. Freedom is the
vocation of every citizen, who values the rights and liberties of their fellow citizens. For in
our democratic republic, how we treat the least of our brethren will determine the destiny
of all.

Therefore, let us celebrate two hundred and forty-seven years of American
Independence. We continue to forge a more perfect union, so that all Americans may enjoy
the blessings of their life, their liberty, and the pursuit of their happiness. As Orthodox
Christians, let us be grateful for the freedoms we enjoy, and in the Spirit of the Lord, commit
ourselves to ensure that all our fellow citizens can partake of the goodness of this Land of

the Free and Home of the Brave.
A very blessed and happy Fourth of July to all!

With paternal love in Christ,

7{3‘ uzorys /f}%fééos

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHXZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH EI'KYKAIOX

ApOu. INowr. 178/2023

AQXleMIOKOTIKT €YKUKALOG Y& TT)V TeTdQTr TovAiov.

4 TovAiov 2023

ITpog tolg Lefaopiwtatovg kat Ocopileotatovg ApxLegeic, tovg EvAafeotdtoug Tepeic
kal Auaxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg Ipoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovieg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0AgLx,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeOodofec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTemMwvuHo MATowpa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemokoTNG AEQUKNG.

«Ov 6¢ to Ivevua Kvpiov, éxel éAevBepiar (I1poc KopwvBiove B', 3:17).
ITooogAelc adeApol katl adeApeg év Kvplw,

‘H tetdotn TovAlov etvart 1] €0vikn €00TT GAWV TV AREQIKAVQV, AVEEAQTITA ATIO TO
TOTE KAl TS ol TEOYovoi tovg Epbaocav oe avTn TV OpoEe™ xwea. Elte motv &mo XA tddeg
X0oviax dtav kdmotot dtEBnoav tov Beptyyeto ITopOuo, eite égxopevol pe tax KaQaPla Twv
aTolkwv 1 TV OKA&PwyY, eite aroAovBwvtag meQimAokes dadkaoieg HETAVATTEVOTG,
OAot elpaoTe €dw EVHEVOLOTIV ApEQLKT, HE 0EBATHO KAL AVEKTIKOTNTA OTOUS CUUTIOALTEG
HaG. Y& piot XQOVIKT) ouyKLEla, OTIOV AKOVUE OAGEVA KAl TEQLOTATEQA UNVUHATA ooV
ATIO KATIOLOUG TOALTIKOVG, elval kaAd va OQuudpaote OtL avt) eival «1] Xwoa TG
EAev0epiag». Mia éAevOepla oL dmtoTeAEl CLYXQEOVWS TTOAVTIHO dWQO Kal peyAAT evOVVN.

O amndotoAog IMavAog pag OmevOuuiCet 6t 1) vépTatn éAevOepiar TEOEQXETAL ATO
10 O¢o, év Ilvevpatt Ayiw, tO Omolo éveQyomolel T ovveldnon g €AevOeplag Tov
avOowmov. ‘H Baon g éAevOeplag eival 1) dyann, dOTL AyamavTag 1) Kadx kat 1) Pux)
00V ATeAELOEQWVOVTAL ATIO T DETHUA TOL HIOOVG, TG KATtakQioews Kat Tng vrokotolac. 'H
TOAYHATIKT] €AevOegia MEOUTOOETEL T YEVVALOTNTA TNG AVAANYPNG TV HEYAAWV
eVLOVVOV NG dlatriEN oS AvTNC ¢ EAgvOepiac. ' avTO TO AGYO 1) XA HAS ELVAL YVWOT)
KAl WG «O TOTIOG TWV YEVVAIWV».
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BéBawa, 6AoL d¢ pumoQovpe VA DTTEQAOTIOTOVHE TV MAtEda pag pé T OnmAa, yati
avTO elvat eDOVVN TOL 0TEATOV, AAAX pTtoEOLUE OAOL pag va DtooTnotEovpe v idéa. AtoTt
1 éAevBepia d&v éEaopaliletal pé T 6mAa, 600 loxvoa kat va etvat avta! ‘H éAevOepla
e¢EaopaliCetal pé t) otdon kabe moAltn, Otav Avayvwellel T dKAWUATA KAl TV
éAevOepia twv adAAwv. 'H ovpmegupood pag meog tov mio advvapo kabopllel kal TV
oLt T TNG ONUOKQATI HAC.

[ 10 Adyo avtd, ag €ogtracovpe T dakdolr CAQAVIA ETTa XQOVIX TNG
AapeQueavikng aveaptnoiag, ovvexiCoviag tov dywva yx pia évwpévn Apeour), 6Tov
O6Aot Oax Covpe eVAOYNHEVOL KAl XAXQOVUHEVOL, HE TTVEVHATIKT] A@OoVia Kal VAKT) EémAQKeLX.
Q¢ 0006000l xooTIAVOLl, &G elpuaoTe eVYVWHOVES Yix TV éAevBepia év Ayiw IMvevpatt
IOV ATOAAUPAVOUUE, Kal AC AYWVIOTOUUE WOTE OAOL Ol CUUTIOAITEG HAG VA HETEXOLV
LOOTIHA 0T AyaOx TG «yTG NG €AgvOeQLag Kal TOL TOTIOL TWV YEVVAlWV».

Evxouat oe 6Aovg oag, evAoynuévn kat xapovuevn Huéoa tng AveEagtnoiag.

Meta matowwv év Kvplw evxav,

) %@,@ /)?%fééo5

t 0 Apeowng EAmidog@oog
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