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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the 
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America: 
 
My beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 

… οὗ δὲ τὸ Πνεῦµα Κυρίου, ἐκεῖ ἐλευθερία. (Πρὸς Κορινθίους Β 3:17) 
… and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (II Corinthians 3:17) 

The Fourth of July is a National Holiday for all Americans, no matter how or when 
their ancestors came to this land. Whether millennia ago, across the Bering Straits, or in ships 
of conquest, or ships of slavery, or even just a few weeks ago after a dangerous and arduous 
trek. The fact is that we are all Americans — worthy of our fellow citizens’ esteem and 
respect. In a time when our political discourse has deteriorated, and we hear more and more 
hateful rhetoric, it seems good and just to remember that this is the “Land of the Free.” And 
such freedom comes as a gift, and as a responsibility. 

The Apostle Paul reminds us that our ultimate freedom is of God, and of the interior 
freedom that consciousness of the Spirit imbues within the human person. The basis of that 
freedom is love; for to love is to liberate your heart, soul, and mind from the bonds of hatred, 
prejudice, and envy. Being truly free requires the courage to shoulder the responsibilities of 
liberty. That is why our country is also called the “Home of the Brave.” 
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Not everyone takes up arms to defend our land, but everyone can take up the cause. 
Freedom is not guaranteed by weapons, no matter how sophisticated. Freedom is the 
vocation of every citizen, who values the rights and liberties of their fellow citizens. For in 
our democratic republic, how we treat the least of our brethren will determine the destiny 
of all. 

Therefore, let us celebrate two hundred and forty-seven years of American 
Independence. We continue to forge a more perfect union, so that all Americans may enjoy 
the blessings of their life, their liberty, and the pursuit of their happiness. As Orthodox 
Christians, let us be grateful for the freedoms we enjoy, and in the Spirit of the Lord, commit 
ourselves to ensure that all our fellow citizens can partake of the goodness of this Land of 
the Free and Home of the Brave. 

A very blessed and happy Fourth of July to all! 

With paternal love in Christ, 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America  



 

ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
 

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ. 178/2023 
 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν τετάρτη Ἰουλίου. 

4 Ἰουλίου 2023 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς 
καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, 
τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

«Οὗ δὲ τὸ Πνεῦµα Κυρίου, ἐκεῖ ἐλευθερία» (Πρὸς Κορινθίους Β´, 3:17). 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Κυρίῳ, 

 Ἡ τετάρτη Ἰουλίου εἶναι ἡ ἐθνικὴ ἑορτὴ ὅλων τῶν ἀµερικανῶν, ἀνεξάρτητα ἀπὸ τὸ 
πότε καὶ πῶς οἱ πρόγονοί τους ἔφθασαν σὲ αὐτὴ τὴν ὄµορφη χώρα. Εἴτε πρὶν ἀπὸ χιλιάδες 
χρόνια ὅταν κάποιοι διέβησαν τὸν Βερίγγειο Πορθµό, εἴτε ἐρχόµενοι µὲ τὰ καράβια τῶν 
ἀποίκων ἢ τῶν σκλάβων, εἴτε ἀκολουθώντας περίπλοκες διαδικασίες µετανάστευσης, 
ὅλοι εἴµαστε ἐδῶ ἑνωµένοι στὴν Ἀµερική, µὲ σεβασµὸ καὶ ἀνεκτικότητα στοὺς συµπολίτες 
µας. Σὲ µία χρονικὴ συγκυρία, ὅπου ἀκοῦµε ὁλόενα καὶ περισσότερα µηνύµατα µίσους 
ἀπὸ κάποιους πολιτικούς, εἶναι καλὸ νὰ θυµόµαστε ὅτι αὐτὴ εἶναι «ἡ χώρα τῆς 
ἐλευθερίας». Μία ἐλευθερία ποὺ ἀποτελεῖ συγχρόνως πολύτιµο δῶρο καὶ µεγάλη εὐθύνη. 

 Ὁ ἀπόστολος Παῦλος µᾶς ὑπενθυµίζει ὅτι ἡ ὑπέρτατη ἐλευθερία προέρχεται ἀπὸ 
τὸ Θεό, ἐν Πνεύµατι Ἁγίῳ, τὸ ὁποῖο ἐνεργοποιεῖ τὴ συνείδηση τῆς ἐλευθερίας τοῦ 
ἀνθρώπου. Ἡ βάση τῆς ἐλευθερίας εἶναι ἡ ἀγάπη, διότι ἀγαπώντας ἡ καρδιὰ καὶ ἡ ψυχή 
σου ἀπελευθερώνονται ἀπὸ τὰ δεσµὰ τοῦ µίσους, τῆς κατακρίσεως καὶ τῆς ὑποκρισίας. Ἡ 
πραγµατικὴ ἐλευθερία προϋποθέτει τὴ γενναιότητα τῆς ἀνάληψης τῶν µεγάλων 
εὐθυνῶν τῆς διατήρησης αὐτῆς τῆς ἐλευθερίας. Γιὰ αὐτὸ τὸ λόγο ἡ χώρα µας εἶναι γνωστὴ 
καὶ ὡς «ὁ τόπος τῶν γενναίων». 
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 Βέβαια, ὅλοι δὲ µποροῦµε νὰ ὑπερασπιστοῦµε τὴν πατρίδα µας µὲ τὰ ὅπλα, γιατὶ 
αὐτὸ εἶναι εὐθύνη τοῦ στρατοῦ, ἀλλὰ µποροῦµε ὅλοι µας νὰ ὑποστηρίξουµε τὴν ἰδέα. Διότι 
ἡ ἐλευθερία δὲν ἐξασφαλίζεται µὲ τὰ ὅπλα, ὅσο ἰσχυρὰ καὶ νὰ εἶναι αὐτά! Ἡ ἐλευθερία 
ἐξασφαλίζεται µὲ τὴ στάση κάθε πολίτη, ὅταν ἀναγνωρίζει τὰ δικαιώµατα καὶ τὴν 
ἐλευθερία τῶν ἄλλων. Ἡ συµπεριφορά µας πρὸς τὸν πιὸ ἄδυναµο καθορίζει καὶ τὴν 
ποιότητα τῆς δηµοκρατία µας. 

 Γιὰ τὸ λόγο αὐτό, ἂς ἑορτάσουµε τὰ διακόσια σαράντα ἑπτὰ χρόνια τῆς 
ἀµερικανικῆς ἀνεξαρτησίας, συνεχίζοντας τὸν ἀγώνα γιὰ µία ἑνωµένη Ἀµερική, ὅπου 
ὅλοι θὰ ζοῦµε εὐλογηµένοι καὶ χαρούµενοι, µὲ πνευµατικὴ ἀφθονία καὶ ὑλικὴ ἐπάρκεια. 
Ὡς ὀρθόδοξοι χριστιανοί, ἂς εἴµαστε εὐγνώµονες γιὰ τὴν ἐλευθερία ἐν Ἁγίῳ Πνεύµατι 
ποὺ ἀπολαµβάνουµε, καὶ ἂς ἀγωνιστοῦµε ὥστε ὅλοι οἱ συµπολίτες µας νὰ µετέχουν 
ἰσότιµα στὰ ἀγαθὰ τῆς «γῆς τῆς ἐλευθερίας καὶ τοῦ τόπου τῶν γενναίων». 

Εὔχοµαι σὲ ὅλους σας, εὐλογηµένη καὶ χαρούµενη Ἡµέρα τῆς Ἀνεξαρτησίας. 

Μετὰ πατρικῶν ἐν Κυρίῳ εὐχῶν, 

 
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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