Prot. No. 481

tBARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

* % %

Most reverend brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

Thirty-five whole years have lapsed since the Holy and Sacred Synod of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate established September 1, the Feast of the Indiction and opening
of the ecclesiastical year, as a Day of Prayers for the Protection of the Natural
Environment. This blessed initiative had a great resonance and borne bountiful fruit. The
multidimensional ecological activities of the Holy Great Church of Christ today center
around the phenomenon of climate change—or rather, the climate crisis—which has
caused a “planetary state of emergency.”

We appreciate the contribution of the environmental movements, the international
agreements for the environment, the related engagement on the part of scientists with
this problem, the contribution of environmental education, the ecological sensitivity and
mobilization of countless people and especially representatives of the younger
generation. However, we insist that what is needed is an axiological “Copernican turn,”
a radical change of mentality globally, a substantial revision of the relationship between
humankind and nature. Otherwise, we will continue to treat the -catastrophic
consequences of the ecological crisis, while leaving intact and active the roots of the
problem.

The environmental threat is a dimension of the extended crisis in contemporary
civilization. In this sense, confronting the problem cannot be successful on the basis of
the principles of the same civilization, of the rationale behind it, which created it in the
tirst place. We have repeatedly expressed our conviction that churches and religions can
contribute significantly to a vital spiritual and evaluative conversion for the sake of the
future of humanity and the planet. Genuine religious faith dissolves the arrogance and
titanism of humankind, inasmuch as it constitutes the embankment of its transformation
into a “man-god,” who abolishes all standards, boundaries, and values, while declaring
himself “the measure of all things” and instrumentalizing both his fellow human beings
and nature for the satisfaction of his unquenchable needs and arbitrary pursuits.

The centuries-long experience teaches us that, without an “Archimedean”
spiritual and evaluative support, humanity cannot avoid the risks of a nihilistic



“anthropologism.” This is the legacy of the classical spirit, as articulated by Plato through
the principle that “God is the measure of all things for us” (Laws 716c). This
understanding of humanity and its responsibility through its relationship with God is
expressed through the Christian teaching about the creation of Adam “in the image of
God” and “according to His likeness,” as well as about the assumption of human nature
by the incarnate pre-eternal Word of God for our salvation and the renewal of all creation.
The Christian faith recognizes the supreme value of humanity and creation alike. In this
spirit, then, respect for the sacredness of the human person and the protection of the
integrity of the “very good” creation are inseparable. Faith in the God of wisdom and
love inspires and supports the creative forces of humankind, strengthening it in the face
of challenges and trials, even when overcoming these appears humanly impossible.

We have struggled and still strive for an inter-Orthodox and inter-Christian
collaboration for the protection of humanity and creation, as well as for the introduction
of this subject in interfaith dialogue and common actions of religions. Moreover, we
particularly emphasize the need to understand that the contemporary ecological crisis
impacts first and foremost the poorer inhabitants on earth. In the document of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, entitled “For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the
Orthodox Church,” this topic is underlined emphatically along with the essential concern
of the Church in light of the consequences of climate change: “We must understand that
serving our neighbor and preserving the natural environment are intimately and
inseparably connected. There is a close and indissoluble bond between our care of
creation and our service to the body of Christ, just as there is between the economic
conditions of the poor and the ecological conditions of the planet. Scientists tell us that
those most egregiously harmed by the current ecological crisis will continue to be those
who have the least. This means that the issue of climate change is also an issue of social
welfare and social justice.” (Paragraph 76)

In conclusion, we wish you, most honorable brothers and most beloved children,
a new ecclesiastical year full of divine blessings and productivity, invoking upon you all,
through the intercession of Panagia Pammakaristos, whose wondrous and miraculous
icon we honor and celebrate on this day and humbly venerate, the life-giving grace and
boundless mercy of the Creator of all and God of wondrous things.

September 1, 2024
t Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for all before God
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tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQu ®EOY APXIEITIZKOITIOL KONZTANTINOYITIOAEQX
NEAY POMHY KAI OIKOYMENIKOZ ITATPIAPXHX
TIANTI TQL [IAHPQMATI THY. EKKAHYIAY XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOL
TTAPA TOY AHMIOYPT'OY ITAZHY THX KTIZEQX
KYPIOY KAI ®EOY KAI ZQTHPOX HMON IHXOY XPIZTOY
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Tyucrtatot adeApoi Tegdoxat kai tékva év Kuoiw dyanmntd,

Towkovtamevtaetio SAN magniABev &nd i kablegroews VIO g Ayiag kai
Tepag Zuvédov tod Olkovpevikod Iatouagxeiov tig 1n Lemteufoiov, £0QTNG NG
Tvdiktov kal évag&ews TOL EKKANOTIAOTIKOD ETOUG, ¢ Huépag mpooevxwv UTEQ g
ngootaciog tod puokod megiBdAAovtos. H evAoynpévn avt mewtofovAia éoxe
HeYBATV drtixnotv kai ékagmogidgnoe mAovoinws. Al moAvdidotatol oikoAoykatl
dodoeig thg Ayiog tod XoLotod MeydAng EkkAnoiog EmuceviQyvovTat oTjleQov &ig (o)
Pawépevov TG KAHaTIKAS GAAayflg, paAAov dé Koloews, TO Omolov Exel dnpi-
OVQYNOEL LAV KATAOTAOLY «TIAAVNTIKAG EXTAKTOU AVAYKNG>.

EXTIHOMEY THY CURBOATV T@V 0IKOAOYIKWV KIVIHATWY, TG diebvels ouppw-
viag B4 16 meQIBdAAOY, THV EvaoxSANow T@V Ermotuévev pé o meOBAnuUa, v
TQOOEOQAV TG TEQRAAAOVTIKTG EKTIAdEVOEWS, THV OlKOAOYIKIV gvaoBnoiav xal
OTEATEVOY GVaQLOUATWY ATOpWV Kal eDIKOTEQOV EKTMQOOWTNWY THG VEAG YEVEAS.
‘Opws, Empévopey 6t dmorteltal pio AELOAOYIKT «ioTEQVIKEL OTQOPT, pia owlik)
dAAayt) vootgortiog maykoopiws, pix obOWOTIKY AVaBEWENOIS TG OXE0EWG TOD
&vBQdTov Wé TV VoV, AAAws, B& ouvexiowuey V& Bepamebwpey TAG KATAOTQO-
QIKAG ETUMTWOELS TAG 0ikOAOYIKTG KQloEWS, pé abiktovg kai éveQyovs tag pilag Tov
TEOPAT|UATOG.

‘H negiBaArovrucr) dmelAn etvat pio didoTaois The EKTETAUEVIS KQIoEWG TOD
aUYXQOVOL MoALTIopoD. By 1] évvoig taxdT), 1] AVTUETOTIOIG TOD TQOPAT|HATOG dév
elval duvatov va o6 énti tf) Baoel TV dEX@V abTOD TOD TOALTIOHOD, TG AOYIKNG
dnAadn) 1) 6moia 16 Ednuoveynoe. "Exouev ék@oaoel kat ERavAANpv TV TeMOl-
Onotv pag 8t eig v Lwtkry dik 16 péAdov tig dvOowmnodTog Kal oD TIAOCVT) TOV
nag mvevpaticiv kal dE0AOYIKIV petaotQo@rv duvavtal vé ovppdAovy peyaAws
ai BracAnoial kai ai Ognoxeiat. H ywnoia 8gnokevtuc miotig kataAveL TV aAalo-
veloy kai oV TITaviopdv 1o AvOeMTOV, ATIOTEAEL AVAXWHA EIG TV HETATQOTITV TOV
glc «avBpwmoBedv», & dTolog kaTagQyel pétoa, o kai d&iag, avtoavayogeveta gig
«TIAVTWV ETEOV», EQYAAELOTIOLEL TOV TLVAVOQWTOV Kal TV VoW dik TV ticavo-
TOMOV TV &dKOQECTWV &VayK®V KAl TV avOQETWV ETUDDEEWY TOV.

H nelpa TV aldvawv diddoket 8T, &vev £vOg «AQXIUNDEIOL» TVEVHATIKOD Kt
&E10A0YIKOD TTNEIYHATOS, 1) AvOQWTATNG ddUVATEL VA ATIO@EDHYT) TOUG KIVOOVOUG £VOG
pndeviotod «&vBowmoAoylopov». Avty elvar 1] magakatabnkn Tov agxatov
mveduatog, 6mws detumBn v7d Tob IAdTwvog dia TG doXNG «@edG MUV TAVTWV



XoNHaTwv pétgovs (Ndpor 716¢). H katavonoig tod dvOewmnov kai e gvOVVNG TOL
péoa Amd v oxéotv Tov pé Tov Oedv Ex@odletal did TS XQLOTIXVIKNG ddacKaAing
el ThG dnpoveyiag tod &vOewmTovL «kat’ elkdva Oeod» katl «kad’ opoilwotv» AvtQ,
xaBdc kai egl Thg mMEooArYews i AvOQwWTivig PUTEWS VTO TOD TARKWOEVTOS DLk
v owtneiov tod &vOedmov Kai dvaxaiviow tig 6Ang dnpoveyiag mQoawviov
Adyov 10b @eod. ‘H xolotavi miotig dvayvweiler Opiotnv d&iav tooov eig OV
&vBowmov, 6oov kal eig v ktiow. Ev 1@ mvevpatt toUte, 6 0eBaopos g LeQOTNTOG
100 AVOQWTIVOL TQOOWMOVL kai 1) TEOOTACIA TG AKeQALOTNTOS TG KAANG Aloy
dnuiovgyiag etvar adaigetor. ‘H miotis eig tov Bedv g copiag kol TG Ayanng
gumvéel kal otnoilel The dpovycds duvauels T avBwmov, Tov Evduvauvel
Evamiov v mEoKAoewy Kal v duokoAwy, dkoun kal Stav 1) vrégPaoic twv
¢ppavifetat kat AvOQWMOV WG AVEPLKTOS.

HywviocBnpev kai dyovilépeba did v d10gB6d0fov Kal diaxQLoTiaviki|V
ouvegyaoiov did v meootaciav Tob AvBwmov Kkal TG kTioews Kat dua v évtaliv
g Bepaticis avTig elg ToV dabonokelaxdy didAoyov kal Tag KOLVAG DQATELS TV
Bonoketv. Tovilopev d¢ dxitégws TV AvAayKny va katavondr ot 11 oUYXQ0VOG
olkoA0YIKT] KQIOIG TATTTEL TEWTIOTWS KA EVTOVHDTEQOV TOVG TTWXOTEQOUG KATO (kkovg
tiig yfc. Eig 16 keipevov 1o Olkovpevikod ITatQuagxeiov « “YméQ g TOD KOOHOL
Lwnic’. T6 kovwvikév f00g tig ‘VeBoddEov ExiAnoiac» broyoapuiCetat HEeT’ Eupa-
oewe 6 Bépa adTé kai 1) dvarykaia péouva g ExkAnoioag Evomiov twv Emmtmoewy
¢ kApatikig aAaynig: «Ilpémet va katavorjoovpe 8L 1) diakovia Tov nAnoiov kal
1) dlavAAEN oD PUOLKOD TEQLBAAAOVTOG elval dgEnKTa oLVOEdEUEVES. IMagdpowx
&oonkTa ouVdedeéves peta&d Toug elvat kal 1) @ovTida pag yid dnpoveyla kal
1) dtakovia pag TEds Té& LEAN TOD ouaTog ToD XQLoToD, 8Tiws elvat AAANAEVDETEG Kal
ol oikovopikég oLVOTKES TOV PTWXOV Ué Tl oikovopkés ouVONKeS TOD nAovitn. Ot
gmoTpoveg pag Aéve 8t dkeivol oy EXOUV AN YEL TIEQLOOGTEQO ATIO TV TeéX0VoXK
oixoAoywkr] koion elvar kai 0& elvar dool xatéxouv éAdxiota. Emopévawg, 6
TEOPAN A TG KALUATIKTG GAAXYTG dtoteAel Kal CHTIHA KOWVWVIKTS meovolag Kal
KOLVWVIKTG dikatoovvne» (§ 76).

ITegaivovreg TV AGyov, eUxOpeba mds VHAS, THUWTATOL adeAgol kal
noo@léotata tékva, mATEn Beiwv evAoyidv Kkal kaAAlkaQmov OV vEOV EKKAN-
owotikdv viavtdy, Emuxcalovpevor Eni mavtag VUag, peottela g IMavayiag g
Tappoaxagiotov, ™y Bavpaotiv kai Bovpatoveydv eikdva g omolag Twuev
ofjeQov €oQriws kai TamevopEovws Kataomalopeda, v Lwnieutov XaQLv Kol o
apétonTov EAeog tob Ktiotov t@v dmdaviwy kat @eob twv Bavpaoiov.

,Prd” LemteuPoiov o
'O KwvotavTivouTioAews .
dLamuog TGS BebV ebXETNG TAVIWY VUMWV
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