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Message of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey
for the Feast of the Dormition of the Most Holy-Theotokos

You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in death yet did not desert the world,
O Theotokos. You were transported to life, as you are Mother of Life and, by virtue of your
intercessions, deliver our souls from death.

Apolytikion of the Feast

15 August 2025

My Dearly Beloved Children in the Lord,

Rightly and fittingly has the living Tradition of our Church given the name
of “the Summer Pascha” to the Feast of the Dormition and the Assumption into the
Heavens of our All-Holy Lady, the Panagia. It is this lived experience and this faith
of our pious Orthodox people concerning the unique manner of the departure of our
Lady the Theotokos that St. Germanos, Patriarch of Constantinople, captures when
he says, “Just as Your Son and the God of all tasted in his flesh a death like Yours
and just as He glorified His own life-giving tomb, so also He glorified Your tomb,
which at Your Dormition received You, the Mother of Life. Both tombs received in
reality something exceptional, both Your bodies, but they enacted no decay upon
them. Because it was impossible that You, who were the vessel that contained God,
would be dissolved into the dust of death. Since He who humbled Himself and was
borne in Your womb was from the beginning God and pre-eternal Life, it was only
fitting that You, also, who are the Mother of Life, would dwell together with Life
itself, with Your Son, in the Heavens.”

In Her Dormition, My Dear Children in the Lord, our All-Holy Lady has not
abandoned Her people, She has not left her children orphans. As the living and
breathing Ark of the Lord, She ascends from the corrupt things of this world to the
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Heavenly Jerusalem that is eternal and incorrupt. The Most Holy Theotokos, the
living Palace of the Son and Logos of God the Father, has become the Ladder that
raises us to Heaven, and therefore Her death is a passageway to immortality. Thus
today we celebrate, not only the Dormition of the Theotokos, but also Her glorious
Assumption. We believe that the tomb could not hold Her all-pure body. Our
All-Holy Lady died because, as a created being, she had to pay the debt that all
humans must pay, namely death. But she was taken up because the Assumption
was a sign of the incorruptible miracle, the pinnacle of the graces of the the Most
Blessed Mother of God. In piety therefore let us bend the knee of our both our
body and heart before Her sacred icon and let us entreat her for our salvation, for
the end of all wars and the peace of the world. I wish you all many blessed years
beneath the mighty shelter and protection of our Most Holy Mother.

With paternal love and blessings,
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+ Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey
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Mnivopa tod Xefaocpmiotdtov Mntpomoritov Néag Tepoéng
vid v ‘Eopt tijc Kowunoemg tiig 'Yaepayiog @cotokov

<Ev 7jj Tevvijoes, mjy mapbeviay épvlatas- év tjj Kowuijoet, Tév xdouov ov katédeimes Ocotdxce,
ueTéaTys mpds Ty Ly, Mijtyp dmdpyovee Tijs {wijs,
Ketl Talg mpegfelous Tais oais AVTPovuEy, Ex OavdTov Tds Yuyds Hudy.
Amolvtixiov tig Eoptiig

15 Adyodotov 2025
Téxva év Kvpiw dyamyra,

[Tdoye o0 Kadoxatptod, &iwg xai dtxaing, dvépace tHy Lopti Tig Kotunoeons
Kl THg el odpavols Metaotdoewg g Iavaryiag pag 1y {Hoa Iapadooy T
"Exxinoiag nog. Adté 6 Blopa xal adty) ™y oty 100 edoeolc Aaod mag yid Ty
exonuia T Kvpiag Oeotdrov ué povadiké tpémo amotvmavet 6 Aytog Iepuavéc
[atprapyns Kwvotavtivoumédews 6 omoiog Aéyet: «“Omwg 6 Yiog oov kel Oedg Tév
Ehwv yevOnxe xata Ty odpra Tov Tév 1o Bavaro xai 8mwg 86Eaae Tév dixd Tov
{wotolb Tao, Erot 86§ace xal Té O1kd Zov wvijue, Tov 060N xaTd TV Kolunon Zov
¢ Ty Mntépa tiig Lwijs. Kai oi dvo tagor déxOnxay uév, ywpic vé pavtalovrar, kTt
EexwploTd, T oopaTa xal TG 000, AL 3¢y Evipynoay xaud otapdopd o” adTa.
A16T1 ¢ ey duvartéy 20 mod Hoovy doyelo Tov ywpede T6v Oeb vé dtadvbels oTé
Y@ua Tig vexpwoews. 'Emedn Adtog mov Tamevadnie xai kvo@opydnke uéoa Zov
Ao €& dpyiic Oeds xai {wy Tpoaudvios, Empeme xal 20, ) Mntépa thg Zwic, v yivelg

’ ! ’ A ’ ’ e/ / b ’
oUVOIKOG UE THY Zw1), UE TOV Y 16 2ov, 0Td oDpavias.

H Howvayia pag, téxvae év Kvpio dyamnta, ué mv paxapio Kotunon Tyg oév
Eyxatérerye T6V Aad Tng, 0év dpyoe dppavi T xAnpovopia Tne. ‘H éuyvyn Kipwrdg

~ ’ b ’ [A] ’ ’ A ’ A ) / 13 ’ A
TOV K‘UPLOU ATIO T ETULYELR KAl CP@OLPTOL OWEPXETOL[ gTNY eTTOVpAVLIL IEPOUO'OL)\.Y”L ™my
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aiavia kol 4@Bapty. H Ymepayin Ocotoxog, 6 Epujvyov maddtiov Tod Yiod xal
Aéyov 100 Oeod ITatpds, Eytve 1) xhiponca wod wig dveBalet otév odpavd, yI'adé xai
Odvatdg T elvou diaacy mpdg v dbBovaaia. "Etot, Aowéy, ouepa 0év Loptdlovpe
v Koiunon wévo i @cotérov &AL xai Ty 2vookn Metaotacy Tye. ITiotedovpe
871 6 TaPog 0¢v umopodae va kpatHoeL T6 Tavaxpato adpa Ing. T1ébave ) ITavayia
paig OLOTL, (G KTIOTE ONULOVPYN UL, ETTPETE VA EXTTAYpWOEL T6 KoLV TavayBpwmivo
ypéog mod elvau 6 Bavatog. Metetébn, uwg, Si6Tt ) petdoTacy oy ovueio oD
a@OapTov Havuatos, xopvPwamn @Y yapltwy TAg Y wepevioynuévre Mytpodg Tod
Oc00. Ag xhivovpe, hordv, ebdafird yovv cwuatos kal xapdiag evatiov T iepig
elxovag Tng xal dg Ty Tapaxaiéoovpe yid Ty cwtypio kag, Yio TV KaTaTavay] T@V
TOAEUWY Kol Yia TNV elpvevan Tod koopmov. Xpovia modda kol eDAoynméva D6 TV

KpaToud okemn kol wpootacic Thg Iaveylag Mytépag nag.

M ol oty dydmy kol edyég

F 5 e Fgon ASTOTPopo

T O Néag Iepoévc ATéoTolog
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