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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, Monks 
and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America: 
 

“Upon the rivers of Babylon there we sat down and marched in the memorial of Zion."  
(Psalm 136, v. 1) 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 
            Forty-nine years have passed since the sad summer of 1974, when on July 20, armed 
Turkish soldiers — with the tolerance of the great powers and Greece’s weakness, due to 
military dictatorship — invaded the most beautiful island of Hellenism, our beloved 
Cyprus. Memories of persecution and uprooting from ancestral homes remain alive today. 
Many Cypriots of Kyrenia, Ammochostos and other bloodied areas recount with great 
sorrow the uprooting, rapes, pillaging and destruction that took place, and they rightly 
demand justice and liberation of their homeland, so that the island may be reunited under 
the flag of the Republic of Cyprus and the European Union. 
 
            We are like the Jews of the aforementioned psalm, because we weep and ache when 
remembering this gross injustice and invasion; when recalling the beautiful beaches of 
Ammochostos and Kyrenia; when worshiping the monasteries of Saint George and Saint 
Andrew the Apostle in Karpasia, of Saint Barnabas in Salamis and Saint Spyridon in 
Tremetousia; when awakening the vivid memories of celebrations and festivals, of 
weddings and songs, in the long-suffering villages of the occupied regions, and of the 
peaceful coexistence of Turkish and Greek Cypriots. 
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However, despite the fact that almost half a century has passed, and despite the fact 
that the Turkish government seems to be unyielding to the appeals and resolutions of the 
United Nations, we continue to believe that the pressure exerted by the Greek and Cypriot 
governments, the philhellenic senators and representatives in Congress and the Senate, the 
Greek Cypriot organizations everywhere, and all of you Orthodox Christians — together 
with the earnest prayers that we offer today, Sunday, July 23, in a memorial service for the 
fallen heroes of the Cypriot struggle in all the parishes of our Sacred Archdiocese — I am 
confident can bring about the desired result of a strong, united and free Cyprus! 

Your fervent supplicant before the God of righteousness, 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America  



 

ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
 

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ. 189/2023 
 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἡµέρα µνήµης  
γιὰ τὴν Τουρκικὴ εἰσβολὴ στὴν Κύπρο. 

23 Ἰουλίου 2023 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς 
καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, 
τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

«Ἐπὶ τῶν ποταµῶν Βαβυλῶνος ἐκεῖ ἐκαθίσαµεν καὶ ἐκλαύσαµεν ἐν τῷ µνησθῆναι ἡµᾶς τῆς 
Σιών» (Ψαλµὸς 136, στ. 1). 

 
Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Κυρίῳ, 
 
 Πέρασαν σαράντα ἐννέα ὁλόκληρα χρόνια ἀπὸ τὸ θλιβερὸ ἐκεῖνο καλοκαίρι τοῦ 
1974, ὅταν στὶς 20 Ἰουλίου πάνοπλοι τοῦρκοι στρατιῶτες εἰσέβαλαν µὲ τὴν ἀνοχὴ τῶν 
µεγάλων δυνάµεων καὶ τὴν ἀδυναµία τῆς Ἑλλάδας, λόγῳ τῆς στρατιωτικῆς δικτακτορίας, 
στὸ πιὸ ὄµορφο νησὶ τοῦ Ἑλληνισµοῦ, στὴν Κύπρο µας. Οἱ µνῆµες τῶν διωγµῶν καὶ τοῦ 
ξεριζωµοῦ ἀπὸ τὶς πατρογονικὲς ἑστίες εἶναι ζωντανὲς καὶ πολλοὶ ἀπὸ τοὺς Κυπρίους τῆς 
Κερύνειας, τῆς Ἀµµοχώστου ἀλλὰ καὶ τῶν ἄλλων αἱµατοβαµµένων περιοχῶν, διηγοῦνται 
µὲ καηµὸ τὸν ξεριζωµό τους, τοὺς βιασµούς, τὶς λεηλασίες καὶ τὶς καταστροφές, καὶ 
βέβαια ἀναπέµπουν τὸ δίκαιο αἴτηµα τῆς ἀπόδοσης δικαιοσύνης καὶ ἀπελευθέρωσης τῆς 
πατρίδας τους, ὥστε ἡ µεγαλόνησος νὰ ἑνωθεῖ ξανά, κάτω ἀπὸ τὴ σηµαία τῆς Κυπριακῆς 
Δηµοκρατίας καὶ τῆς Εὐρωπαϊκῆς Ἑνώσεως. 
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 Μοιάζουµε σὰν τοὺς ἑβραίους τοῦ ψαλµοῦ ποὺ προαναφέραµε, διότι κλαῖµε καὶ 
πονᾶµε ὅταν θυµούµαστε τὴν κατάφορη ἀδικία καὶ τὴν εἰσβολή, ὅταν ἀναπολοῦµε τὰ 
ὄµορφα ἀκρογιάλια τῆς Ἀµµοχώστου καὶ τῆς Κερύνειας, ὅταν προσκυνοῦµε νοερῶς τὰ 
µοναστήρια τοῦ Ἁγίου Γεωργίου καὶ τοῦ Ἀποστόλου Ἀνδρέα στὴν Καρπασία, τοῦ Ἁγίου 
Βαρνάβα στὴ Σαλαµῖνα καὶ τοῦ Ἁγίου Σπυρίδωνος στὴν Τρεµετουσιά, ὅταν ξυπνοῦν οἱ 
ζωντανὲς ἀναµνήσεις ἀπὸ τοὺς χοροὺς καὶ τὰ πανηγύρια, ἀπὸ τοὺς γάµους καὶ τα 
τραγούδια στὰ πολύπαθα χωριὰ τῶν κατεχόµενων περιοχῶν, ἀπὸ τὴν εἰρηνικὴ συµβίωση 
τουρκοκυπρίων καὶ ἑλληνοκυπρίων. 
 
 Ὅµως, παρὰ τὸ γεγονὸς ὅτι πέρασε σχεδὸν µισὸς αἰώνας, παρὰ τὸ ὅτι ἡ Τουρκικὴ 
κύβερνηση φαίνεται ἀνυποχώρητη στὶς ἐκκλήσεις καὶ τὰ ψηφίσµατα τοῦ Ὀργανισµοῦ 
Ἡνωµένων Ἐθνῶν, συνεχίζουµε νὰ πιστεύουµε ὅτι ἡ πίεση ποὺ ἀσκοῦν ἡ Ἑλληνικὴ καὶ ἡ 
Κυπριακὴ Κυβέρνηση, οἱ φιλέλληνες γερουσιαστὲς καὶ  βουλευτὲς στὸ Κογκρέσο καὶ στὴ 
Γερουσία, οἱ ἁπανταχοῦ ἑλληνοκυπριακὲς ὀργανώσεις καὶ ὅλοι ἐσεῖς οἱ ὀρθόδοξοι 
χριστιανοὶ µαζὶ µὲ τὶς θερµὲς δεήσεις ποὺ ἀναπέµπουµε σήµερα, µὲ τὸ τρισάγιο γιὰ τὴν 
ἀνάπαυση τῶν πεσόντων τοῦ Κυπριακοῦ ἀγώνα, κατὰ τὴν Κυριακὴ στὶς 23 Ἰουλίου, σὲ 
ὅλες τὶς ἐνορίες τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς µας, εἶµαι σίγουρος ὅτι µποροῦν νὰ φέρουν τὸ 
ποθούµενο: Μία δυνατὴ, ἑνωµένη καὶ ἐλεύθερη Κύπρος! 

Διάπυρος πρὸς τὸν Θεὸ τῆς δικαιοσύνης εὐχέτης, 

 
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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