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Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Day of
Commemoration of the Turkish Invasion of Cyprus

July 23, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, Monks
and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

“Upon the rivers of Babylon there we sat down and marched in the memorial of Zion."”
(Psalm 136, v. 1)

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,

Forty-nine years have passed since the sad summer of 1974, when on July 20, armed
Turkish soldiers — with the tolerance of the great powers and Greece’s weakness, due to
military dictatorship — invaded the most beautiful island of Hellenism, our beloved
Cyprus. Memories of persecution and uprooting from ancestral homes remain alive today.
Many Cypriots of Kyrenia, Ammochostos and other bloodied areas recount with great
sorrow the uprooting, rapes, pillaging and destruction that took place, and they rightly
demand justice and liberation of their homeland, so that the island may be reunited under
the flag of the Republic of Cyprus and the European Union.

We are like the Jews of the aforementioned psalm, because we weep and ache when
remembering this gross injustice and invasion; when recalling the beautiful beaches of
Ammochostos and Kyrenia; when worshiping the monasteries of Saint George and Saint
Andrew the Apostle in Karpasia, of Saint Barnabas in Salamis and Saint Spyridon in
Tremetousia; when awakening the vivid memories of celebrations and festivals, of
weddings and songs, in the long-suffering villages of the occupied regions, and of the
peaceful coexistence of Turkish and Greek Cypriots.
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However, despite the fact that almost half a century has passed, and despite the fact
that the Turkish government seems to be unyielding to the appeals and resolutions of the
United Nations, we continue to believe that the pressure exerted by the Greek and Cypriot
governments, the philhellenic senators and representatives in Congress and the Senate, the
Greek Cypriot organizations everywhere, and all of you Orthodox Christians — together
with the earnest prayers that we offer today, Sunday, July 23, in a memorial service for the
fallen heroes of the Cypriot struggle in all the parishes of our Sacred Archdiocese — I am

confident can bring about the desired result of a strong, united and free Cyprus!

Your fervent supplicant before the God of righteousness,
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. IMowr. 189/2023

AQXLEMIOKOTIUKT] £YKUKALOG VLA TV TJUEQX UVT)UTG
vy v Tovgkikr) eioPoAr otrv Kuvmngo.

23 TovAiov 2023

IToog tolg Lefaopiwtatovg kai Ocopileotatovg ApxLegeic, tovg EvAafeotatoug Tepeic
Kkal Awaxkovovg, toug Movayxovg kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Hueonjowx kai Antoyevpativae LX0oAgly,
tic Promtwyxove AdeApotnteg, T NeoAaia, tic EAANVopO6dofec Opyavawoels xatl
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTemwvuHo TMATowpa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemokOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«Emi twv motauwv BapvAawvoc éxel éxalbioauey kal ékAavoauey év tw pvnodnvat Nuac tne
Zwov» (WaAuoc 136, ot. 1).

ITooo@Aelc adeApol kat adeApeg év Kupiw,

[Tépaoav oapavia évvéa OAOKAN A XEOVIAX ATtO TO OABEQO €KEIVO KAAOKAIQL TOV
1974, 6tav otic 20 TovAlov TTAVOTIAOL TOVEKOL OTEATIWTES ElTERAAAV e TNV AVOXT TWV
HeYAAwV duvapewVv kKat v advvapia g EAAGdag, Adyw g otoatiwTikng diktaktoolac,
0TO TO OO vNot toL EAANviopov, otrv Koo pag. Ot pviues twv dlwyH®V KAl ToU
EeQLLWHOD ATIO TIG MATEOYOVIKESG E0TlEG elval CwvTavEg Kat TToAAoL aTto toug Kumploug g
Kepuvelag, g AHHOXWOTOU AAAX KAL TOV AAAWV ALHATOBAUUEV@V TTEQLOXWV, dUyoLVTAL
HE KaNUO ToV EeQlwHO TOUG, TOUG PLXOPOVG, TG AenAaocieg Kal TIC KATAOTQOPES, KAl
BéPata avaméumouvy to dikalo altnua TN amodoong dkaloovLVNG Kal ameAevOEQWOTG NS
TATEOAG TOVGS, WOTE 1] HEYAAOVN00G Vi évwOel Eava, kdTtw Ao t) onuaia g Kumouakng

Anpokoatiag kai ¢ Evpwnaikng Evwoews.
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Motdlovpe oav tovg £Boaiovg ToL PAANOD TIOL TTIEOAVAPEQALE, DIOTL KAALIUE KAl
movape Otav OVHOVUAOTE TNV KATAPOET] adkix kal TV el0BoAT), Otav avamoAovue to
OHOOPA AKQOYLIALX TNG AppoxwoTov kal T Kepvvelag, dtav mEookuvovpe VOEQWS TX
Hovaotrota tov Ayiov 'ewyiov katl tov ArtootoAov Avdpéa otnv Kapnaoia, tov Ayiov
Baovapa ot ZaAapiva kat tov Ayiov Znvgidwvog otrv Toepetovoid, 6tav Evmtvouv ol
CVTAVES AVARVIOELS ATIO TOUG XOQOUG KAl T TV yvolr, &TO TOUG YAHOUS Kal Ta
TOAYOUdLt OTA TTOAVTIAO A XWOLX TWV KATEXOUEVWV TIEQLOXWV, ATIO TV €LQNVIKT) OLMBlwon

TOVEKOKUTIQIWV KAl EAANVOKLTIQIWV.

Opwe, mapa to yeyovog OtL mépaoe oXedOV HOOG alwvag, maga To 0Tt 1) Tovekukr
KUPBeovnoTn @atvetal avumoxwentn otic eékkAnoelg kat ta Ymelopata tov Ogyaviopov
Hvwpévwv EOvav, ovvexlCovpe va iotevovpe OtLT) mieon 1oL aokovv 1] EAAN Vi) kai 1
Kvmowaxt) KvBéovnorn, ot puAéAAnveg yepovowaoteg kat BovAevteg oto Koykpéoo kat ot
I'egovoia, ol amaviaxoL EAANVOKLTIOAKES OQYavVWOEelS Kal OAol €oeic ol 000ddoot
xototwavol pall pe tic Oepueg denjoelg mMoL AVATEUTIOVUE OTJHEQR, UE TO TOLOAYLO YLX THV
AVATIALOT] TWV TeoOVTV 0L Kumpuakov aywva, kata v Kvoluakn otig 23 TovAiov, oe
OAec Tigc évopleg NG AQXLETIOKOTNG MAGS, €lpal OlyovEog OTL HTIOQOVV VX QEQOLV TO

ntoOovuevo: Mia dvvart), Evopévn kat EAevBeon Komood!

Atdmrvoog Eog ToV B0 NG dKALOOVVNG EVXETNG,

6 %@,@ %%%éo%

t 6 Apeoweng EAmdogpopog
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