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Archiepiscopal Encyclical on Great and Holy Pascha, 2025
Holy Pascha, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-
named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

You raised with Yourself the whole race of Adam,
when You arose from the tomb.
(Canon of Pascha, Ode 6)

Xpiotoc Avéotn! Christ is Risen!

When our Lord Jesus Christ arose from the dead, not a single witness is recorded as
having seen this most monumental event in the history of the human race. His crucifiers, who
posted sentries to ensure that no one tampered with the seal that had been set upon the Stone
that covered His tomb, only felt the earthquake and bore false witness against the truth of His
Resurrection (Matthew 27:62-66). But the Lord had no need to break that seal or roll away any
stone, for His Arising from the grave transcended all categories of human understanding.
Rather, the earthquake and the stone’s rolling away by the angel happened for the astonished
guards, the myrrhbearers and His perplexed disciples.

The Church, in Her divinely inspired wisdom, has given us a picture of this moment
with the icon that is simply named, “Anastasis.” The most famous version of this icon in the

world, which has inspired countless reproductions, is in the Parecclesion of the Chora Church in



Constantinople. Notably, it depicts the resplendent and risen Lord of Glory lifting Adam and
Even out of their tombs by their wrists, and not their hands. This dramatic detail of humankind’s
rescue from death and Hades manifests that, as the Apostle Paul says, “by grace we are saved”
(Ephesians 2:8). It is not by our efforts that Eternal Life is won for us. It is the Sacrifice of the
Cross and its only possible conclusion — the Resurrection — that usher us into the Mansions of
Heaven. God holds onto us with His fierce and glorious love! He will not let us go, and He does
not depend on our strength to hold onto Him. For again, as the Apostle says, even “the weakness

of God is mightier than any human power” (I Corinthians 1:25).
My dear Christians,

If this is how God loves us, how should we love one another? In this season of Pascha,
when we sing: “let us forgive everything in the Resurrection” (Doxastikon of the Matins), what
possible negativity could we hold on to? Rather, let us take hold of one another and lift up each
other through love, compassion, forgiveness and mercy. For God lifted us up first, so that we
might share the exaltation of love with everyone around us. Because only then can we sing with

true integrity and unfettered joy the gladsome Paschal anthem:

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon death,
and to those in the tombs He has granted life!

Xowotog Avéotn! Christ is Risen!
Holy Pascha 2025,
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Apyxtlermiokortikt) EykvkAiog yix 1o Aywo Iaoya.
Avywo Iaoxa 2025

IToog tovg LePacpiwtdtovg kat Ocopireotdtovg AgxLepels, Tovg EvAafeotatoug
Tepelc kat Awxxovouvg, tic IlgeoPutépec kal Tic Awakoviooes, toug Movayolug kat Tig
Movayéc, movg Ilpoédpovg wat ta MéAn 1wwv Kowotwawv XupBovAlwyv, Toug
EvtipoAoywtatovg Agxovteg tov Otkovpevikov [Natouapyelov, tax péAn g Hyeolag twv
100, T ‘Hpepnowa kat Amoyevpativa LxoAela, tic Pidomtwyxovg AdeApotnteg, ) NeoAaia,
tic ‘EAANvVop06d0ofegc Opyavwoels kat 0AOkANE0 10 Xolotemwvupo mANpwpa g Tepag
ApxLlemokoTG ApEQLKTG.

«ZUvavEéaTnoag mMayyYevr] Tov ADAL, AVAOTAG €K TOV TAQPOL».

(Kavovag tov Iaoxa, wdn 6m).
[Tooo@Aelc adeA@ol kal adeAPES €V T AVAOTTAVTL XQLOTQ,

Xolotog avéo!

To péyoto yeyovog otrv iotopla Tov avOpwTivov yévoug, dnAadr) 1] avaotaoT) €k
TV vekpwv tov Kvplov pag Tnoov Xplotov ovvteAéoOnie XwlS TV TaQovoia paQTiewyV
M) VOxTa €kelvn). Ol oTavpwTég Tov, oL EBaAav EOVEOVE YIX VX TLYOUVQEVLTOUV OTL KAVEIS
dev O dyytEettov o@oayylopévo Atbo mov okémale TOV TAPO TOV, EVIWOAV HOVO TOV OELOHUO
Kal €dwoav Pevdr) paptupia Y ta yeyovota €kelvng g voxtas (Mat0. k' 62-66). Ouwe 0
avaotnuévog Kvoplog dev xoewalotav va amokvAnoet 10 AlBo kat va magafidoet T
o@oayYda, kabwg 1) avaotaor] tov VmepPaivel kabe avOowmivn Aoyt katavonorn. O
OeloMOG €yve Kal 0 AOog ATIOKVALOTNKE ATIO TOV AYYEAO ATIOKAELOTIKA KAl HOVO YL TOUG

ATIOOPOAWUEVOVS OTQATIWTES, TIC HVEOPOQES KAl TOVG ATIOPNUEVOLS aONTEG TOV.



‘H ExxAnoia, pe 1) 0eomvevotn copia g, HAG MEOOPEQEL Ul AVATIAQACTAO
AUTNG TNG OTLYUTNG OTNV EIKOVA TIOL PEQEL TOV TITAO «1) dvaotaoic». H diaonuotepn éxdoxn
aUTNG TNG ElKOVAG MAYKOOUIWG, 1) OTola €xeL Epumvevoet avapiOunta avtiyoaga, Poloketatl
0T0 maekkAN oo e Movng g Xwoag otmv KwvotavtivovroAn. Ekel, 0 évdofoc katl
avaotnuévog Koplog g Adéng avaovpet tov Adap kat v Eda amo tovg tag@ovg toug,
KQATWVTAGS TOLG OXL ATIO TO X£0L, AAAX ATO TOV KAQTO. AVTN 1] DOAUATIKT] AETTTOHEQELX TNG
AUTOWONG TOoL AvOEWTOL ATto TO Bdvato kat tov Adn deixvel, 6mws Aéet 6 AmdotoAog
[TavAog, OtL «T1) Yoo xaouti éote oecwopévor (Eg. 2, 8). Aot dev amdkertal otr) dikn pag
nooomdOeta va kepdloovpe v alwvia Cwr). Etvat 1) Quoia tov otavpov pe katdAnér g
TIV AVAOTAOT), 1) OTOla HAG ELOAYELOTIS HOVES TOD 00QAVOL. O Oe0g HAG KQATAEL LLE PWTELVT)
Kkal duvartr) ayann! A pag denvel va pUYOUHE ATIO KOVTIA TOL KAl OeV €EQQTATAL ATO TNV
dkn pag dvvaun yux va kpatnBovpe kovta tov. I'ati, 6mws EavaAéel 6 amdotoAog, «To

aoBeveg ToL Oeov loXVEOTEQOV TV AvOpwTwV £oti» (A" Kop. 1, 25).

Ayamntol Hov XOLoTIavol,

Eav ol pag ayamna 6 Oedc, Mg apaye EUELS Opeidovue va ayamape aAATAovg;
Tnv mepiodo tov Ilaoxa, Otav PaAAovpe: «ZUYXWENOWUEV TAVIX T AVAOTACEL
(AoEaoTiko TOL BPOOVL TG €0QTNG), TTAWS TTOQOVLLE VA EXOVHE AQVITIKAX OCLVALOOT AT Vit
ToUC &AAOLG; Ag koatnOovpe O €vag ATO TOV &AAOV kal ag avupwoovpe dAANAovg pe
AYATN, CLVUTIOVIR, OLYXWENON Kal €Agog. AOTL 0 Oe0g TMEWTOS HAS AvOPwoEe, WOTE V&
HowacOovpe v Upwon avtr) T AYATNS Hé 0AoVS YUow pac. MOVo TOTE ITTOQOVUE Vi

PdAovpe pE TANEOTNTA KAl AVEKAXAN TN Xapa TOV O pBevtiko maoXdAto Duvo:
XQLOTOG AvEOTH €K VEKQWYV,
Oavatw Oavatov matroag,
KAL TOLG €V TOLS HVI|HAOL

CoTV XAQLOAEVOG.

Xowotog Avéo!
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