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Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Day of Mourning for Hagia Sophia
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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, Monks
and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

“Wisdom has built a house for herself ...” (Proverbs 9:1)

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

The Great Church of Holy Wisdom, Hagia Sophia, is a living monument to the glory
of our Orthodox Christian Faith and a visible symbol of all that is best in the worship and
liturgy of our Church. Even after centuries of servicing an alien purpose, the magnificence
of the edifice is unparalleled. Its seizure and second conversion to use as a mosque, on July
24, 2020 (ironically, the anniversary of the Treaty of Lausanne), is a day of mourning for all
Orthodox Christian People, as well as for all people of religious conviction. As is known,
there was no need for Hagia Sophia to be taken over; there is an abundance of mosques in
modern-day Istanbul. Rather, this was an act of political theater, using religion as a trope to

manipulate the populace.

Three years later, we continue to hope and work for a return to at least the status of
the Great Church as a museum, which would manifest the iconographic masterpieces and
the original intention upon which Her builders raised the stones of Wisdom’s House. For
like the stones who would cry out on Palm Sunday if the Disciples were silenced, (Luke
19:40), there are manifold voices of the ages enshrined in Hagia Sophia, who even now cry

out for diversity in the Republic of Tiirkiye, the diversity that makes the country truly grand.
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Let us pray that the House of Wisdom with Her canopy of light, or, as the historian
Procopius says, “the golden dome suspended from Heaven,” will one day be restored to a
place that welcomes all people. Anything less can be endured, but only by prayer and
fasting. Until that happy day, let us build the House of Wisdom in our hearts, where, by

love and forgiveness, we can always worship within the Great Church in our deepest souls.

With paternal love in Christ,

]{; Huzorys /{}%%écg

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX
ApOu. INowr. 191/2023
AQXleMIOKOTIKT] €YKUKALOG Y& TNV NHéga mévOoug yia trv Ayia Zogia.
30 TovAiov 2023

IToog tovg LeBaocpiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaBeotatoug Tepeig
kal Auaxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat tax MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Hueoniow kai Anoyevpativae LX0oAgLy,
tic Promtwyxovg AdeAgotnteg, T NeoAaia, tic EAANVopO6dofec Opyavawoels xatl
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTemwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«H Zopia dxodounoev éavtn oixov» (Iaporuiar 9:1).
ITooo@Aelc adeApol kat adeApeg év Kuplw,

O vaog g tov BOeov Loplag, 11 Ayla Logla otrv KwvotavtivovmoAn, eivat to
Covtavo pvnueto e d6&ng e 0pbodoling pag, aAAa kat to 0patO OVUPBOAO THG
AELTOVEYIKNG TEAEOTNTAG TN EKKANOIAG Hag. Av kal €XOUV TEQATEL TOOOL AIWVES
AgltovQyiag Tov pvnuelov, AAASTOLAG TTEOG TO OKOTIO YLX TOV OTIOL0 &QX ko olkodour|Onke,
0 pvnuelo éEakoAovOel va mEolevel TOv maykoopo Oavuaopd. ‘H 24n TovAiov 2020,
NHéQA KAt TNV OTolax €YLVE 1] LETATQOT] TOV, Vit DeVTEQN POQA, 0& LIOAAUKO TEUEVOG
(Mpéoa MOV CLUTUTITEL V& elvat 1) ETéTELOg TG DTTOYQA@NS TS LuvOnkng e Awlavng)
amoteAel, OXL HOVO Ywx OAOLG TOUG 000000EOVG XOLOTIAVOUS, AAAX kal Yix kdOe
OKETMTOUEVO AVOQWTIO OV T€PeTal T BENOKEVTIKA dIKALOUATA, T|HEQA TLEQLOKEPEWS Kal
ueytomng OAlPews. ‘Onwg elval mEoOPavég, 0&v UMNEXE KAMMI AQTQEVTIKT) AvAYKN
HeTATEOMNG TS Ayiag Xopiag kal maAL o€ Tépevog, kabws VAL TANOWEA TEHEVWVY 0T
ovyxoovn KowvotavtivovmoAn. ‘H amopaon petatgomng tng oe tlaut €ywve mog

EKHETAAELOT) TOV OQENOKEVTIKOL CLVALTOTUATOG Yt KAOEX TOALTIKOUG AOYOUG.
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Tola xoovix petd, ovvexiCovpe va €ATICOVHE Kal Vo TEOOCTIAOOLUE Yix THV
avaBewEnom TS ATIOPAONGS VTG KAL TNG €MAVAAELTOLOYIAG TOV HVNHEIOV, TOVARXLOTOV
WG HOVOELOV, WOTE VA ATOD0OEL KAl TAAL 0TIV TAYKOOULX KOLVOTITA AUTO TO ATTAQAMAAO
Bavpa g BulavTivi)g TEXVOTQEOTIAGS, AVADEIKVVOVTAS TOV AQXIKO OKOTO YIX TOV OTIOLO
té€0nke 0 OepéAlog Atbog tov Oliov ¢ ToL Oeov Logiag. [Tl kat «ot AlBot kekpaEovtoa»
(Aovka 19:40), Otwg elrte 0 Kvglog kata v €l0odd tov otv TepovoaAnu v Kvowakn twv
Baiwv, katl avteg ol kpavyEg Héoa ATO TOVS AtpATOBapéVOULS Tolxoug e Ayiac Loglag
ATIO TOUG ALWVES PWVALOLV YIX DIKALOOUVT] KAl OEPATHO TWV HELOVOTITWV 0TI OUY X0V

Tovorur) Anpoxpatia.

Ac¢ mpooevxnOovpe Oegua Wote 6 vaog T Tov Oeob Lo@iag pE TOV EKTANKTIKO
TQOVAO TOU, YL TOV O0Ttol0 O 10ToEKOG ITookdTIog Aéet OTL palveTal oav v KQEUETAL ATIO
TOV OUQAVO HE TIG AKTIVEG TOV PWTOC, V& Yivel Eava Xwog @UAOEevog yix OAovg Tovg
avOpwTmovg. MéxoL TOV €QXOHO TNG XAQHOOULVNG aUTNG MHEQAS, AG OULVEXIOOULME TIG
TEOOTIAOELEG Mg HE VNoTela Kal TEOTELXT] KAl AG OKODOUT|OOVLLE 0TIV KAQEILX HAG OlKo

coplag, Aatgevovtag T0 OO UE TVEDHA AYATING KAl KATAAAXYNG TTQOG TOVG adeAPOUS pag.

Meta matowav év Kvpiw evxwv,

& Pgors /{}%fééos

t 6 Apeoweng EAmdogpopog
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