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Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Day of Remembrance of Hagia Sophia

July 24, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

H Lopia yap aAnOwg tov Ilatpog avwkodounoev
EQVTI) COPKWOEWG 0ikOoV,
K&l EOKNV@WOEY EV ULV DTLEP VOUV....
(Kovtaxkiov Eyxawviwv ¢ Ayiag Zopiag 562 n.X.)

For truly the Wisdom of the Father built for
Herself a House of Incarnation
and tabernacled among us beyond understanding ....
(Reconsecration Kontakion of Hagia Sophia 562 A.D.)

My beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

This fifth year since the re-conversion of the Great Church of Holy Wisdom to a
mosque should remind us all how — in our world of increasing conflict — the inversion
of Her purpose has become almost matter-of-fact. The great dome of Hagia Sophia, which
for centuries was the largest the world had ever known, was designed to manifest the
pleroma of God’s creativity and the possibility for humanity to conceive within ourselves



and within our society the grace of transformation, of theosis. After 1453, Her dome was
reduced to mere architecture and then replicated throughout the Ottoman world as a sign
of heavenly beauty, but a beauty hollowed out by lack of understanding.

The Great Church, as She was rightly called, is an image of the Incarnate Lord
Jesus Christ, Who, in the fulness of the Divine Plan for Salvation (oixovopia), came forth
as a perfect Human Being from the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, uniting and
perfecting both male and female — Logos and Sophia — in Himself, the Theanthropos,
Jesus Christ. Hagia Sophia did, and still does — despite the alien function to which She
is now subject — manifest the “House of Incarnation,” bearing witness to the
embodiment of God Who recapitulates in Himself all the potentiality and capacity of
humanity for Divinity, so that we, as Saint Peter says, “might be partakers of the divine
nature” (2 Peter 1:4).

Our Day of Remembrance for Hagia Sophia remains a bittersweet reality for all
Orthodox Christians, and indeed for every Christian of any historical awareness. The day
and memory are bitter because spiritual error and lack of consciousness fail to ascribe
Her full meaning. And yet sweet, because we have the Great Church incarnate in our
Venerable Ecumenical Patriarchate, which abides as a spirit-filled space leading the
Faithful to embody in their own lives the Mystery of the Incarnation and the reality of
God. May the Great Church continue to always give birth to Her spiritual children
throughout the world, so that the Tabernacle of Holy Wisdom continues to proclaim the
glory of Logos and Sophia, our Savior Jesus Christ.

With paternal love and
prayerful consolation in the Lord,
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

AoOp. Iowr.: 336/2025

Agxtemiokomuikn] EyxvkAlog otrv fjuépga pvnune yia tnv Ayia Logia.

24 TouvAilov 2025

[Ioog 1tovg XePacpwtatovg kal OeopuUrleotatovg  AQXLeQels, TOLG
EvAapeotdtovg Tepeilc kat Ataxdvovg, tic IloeoPutépes kat tic Atakdviooes, Tovg
Movayxovg kat tic Movayég, toug Ilpoédpovg kat ta MéAn twv Kowotikwv
ZuppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwtatovg Agxovteg tov Oucovpevucov Iatowxpxeiov,
@ péAN e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hyueonowx kai Amoyevpativa LxoAeia, Tig
dronttwxovg AdeAgotnteg, ) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVopB0doles Opyavawoels kat
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«H Lo@ia yap aAnbws to0 Iatpog avwkodouncev éavti) capKk@oewe oikov Kol
EOKNVWOEY EV NUIV DTLEP VOO V»

(Kovtaxkiov Eyxawviwv ¢ Ayiag Zopiag 562 n.X.)

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

‘H méumn avt énételog ano v ék véou petatoont) s MeyaAng ExkAnoiag
¢ Aylac Loplag o& loAapko Téevog o@eidel va pag vTtevOupiCel 6Tt péoa o¢ éva
KOOUO OAO Kal O CUYKQOVLOLAKO, 1) LETATQOTI TOU AQXLKOU TIQOOQLOMOV TNG ATO
exkAnola o¢ tapt €xeL kKataoTel oxedOV KATL LOLOA0YKO! O péyag toovAAOG g
Ayiag Logiag, 0 omolog yix aiwveg Vmegéfave kabe &AAo avOpwmivo Ktioua,

oxXedATONKE YIX VX €KQQAOTEL TV OHOOPLx TNG dnuoveyiag tov Bgov kal va



KaTadelEel T dLVATOTTA TOL AVOEWTOL KAl TNG AVOQWTIVNG KOWVWVIAG YIX TN
Oéwomn. Meta 10 €toc 1453, 0 TEOVAAOG Amo TOAN Oewoews €ywve Eva AMAO
AQXLTEKTOVIKO ETUTEVYHA Kol 1] XO1OT) TOVL YeVikeLONKe o€ OA0 TOV 0OWHAVIKO KOOHO
WG OVUPOAO oVEAVIOL KAAAOLG: £VOG KAAAOLG AdelarvoL Ao kAOe vonuatodoTtn o).

‘H MeyaAn ExxAnoila, O6mwg 000w ovoualotav, elvat 1) eikOva Tov
évavOpwmnnoavtog Kvpiov nuwv Tnoov Xptotov, 6 6molog €v 1) mAneotntL ¢ Oeiag
olkovoulag ywix T cwtneia toL KOoOHOUL, YevvrOnke TéAelog avOowmog €k TNg
BeotdK0oVL Kal delmadévov Maplag, EvavovTag Kal TEAELOTIOLWVTAS TO XQQEV KAL TO
OnAv, to Adyo kat ) Zogla, Oviwe OeavOowmoc. H Ayia Zogla, tote dAAX KAt twoa,
QX TV AAAOTOIx Agttovgyla, TNV OTolx VMOEVEL AVAYKAOTIKA, €K@QALEL TOV
«0lK0 TG EvavOpwmMoews», divovtag pagtugia yix v évodokwor) tov Kvgiov fjpwv
Tnoov Xpiotov, avakepataiwvoviag kabe duvatoTnTa kal tkavotnTa ToL avOEWToL
1EOG 1) Oéwor), kabwg Aéyel 0 amdotoAog [Tétoog, «yévnobe Oelag Kovwvol UOEWS»
(B" ITétoov 1,4).

H fupéoa avtr) g pvung vy v Ayia Zo@la maQapévet pio YAVKOTIKON
TOAYHATIKOTNTA YIX OAovg TOvg 0000dOEOVE XOLoTIAVOUS, AAAX Kal Y kdOe
XOLOTLAVO UE OTOoLXeLwdTn] lotogikn ovveidnor). ITkon amo ) pia yiati T0 TVELHATIKO
OKOTOG Kal 1] EAAenPn oLVEdNONG ADLVATOVY VA XWEEOOLV OTO HVAAG HAG, AAAX KAl
YAVKLA Ao TV AAAN yiatl €xovpe ) MeyaAn ExkAnoia évoaokwpévn 0to oemto
nag  Oicovpeviko Ilatouxpxeio, TO OO0 TAQAHUEVEL G TVEVHATIKOG Kol
Oeoxapitwtog TOTOGC, OV dATKEL TOUG TOTOVS VA EVORQKWVOULV 0TIV 0l TOUG 1)
Com) 10 péya puoTrolo e évavOpwnoews kal e éumewgiag e Oewoews. EiBe 1
MeyaAn ExkAnoia va ovvexiloel mAVTOTE VX YEVVA TIVELVHATIKA TEKVA 0& OAO TOV
KOOUO, (00Te O vaog ¢ Aytag Zoplag va ovvexCel va daxnouttel ) 00Eax Tov AOyov

Kal ¢ Zogiag, Tov owtnEog Mfuwv Tnoov Xgtotov.

Meta matoung dyamnng kat evxwv mapapvdiag év Kvpiw,
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