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Youth Month and Seminary Month
Beloved clergy and faithful of our God-protected Archdiocese,
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

The Church is always called to look toward the future—not simply by preserving what we have received,
but by faithfully handing the Orthodox Christian life to those who will come after us. St. John Chrysostom
reminds us of this sacred responsibility: ““The care of children is the greatest of all arts.” The formation of
our young people and the formation of those who will shepherd them are therefore inseparable
responsibilities.

In the Antiochian Archdiocese, October is traditionally observed as “Youth Month and Seminary Month.”
These two observances belong together because the young people of today are the faithful, parents, parish
leaders, and clergy of tomorrow. At the same time, the seminarians of today are preparing to become the
priests who will baptize and chrismate our children, teach the faith, celebrate the Divine Mysteries, counsel
families, comfort the suffering, visit the sick, reconcile the penitent, and proclaim the Gospel of Christ to
a world that desperately needs His truth and mercy.

Priests must possess knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, the teachings of the Fathers, theology, history, and
pastoral ministry. But they must also be formed in prayer, humility, repentance, compassion, and love for
the people whom they will one day serve. Education and spirituality must work together so that our future
priests are prepared not only to speak about Christ, but to live and proclaim life in Christ.

Our seminarians depend upon the generosity of the faithful, and so do the institutions who help form them:
St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, St. Tikhon's Orthodox Theological Seminary, Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of Theology, and the Archdiocese's own Antiochian House of Studies. Supporting
these institutions is an investment in the spiritual life of our parishes.

Prayerfully consider making a generous contribution through your parishes to help prepare the shepherds
who will serve our parishes and strengthen the Church that will nurture our children and grandchildren.

May our Lord bless our youth and our seminaries. May He bless you and your families and reward your
generosity.

Your Father in Christ,

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)
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