
2 

Directions & Suggestions for Writing Your Essay 
 

Mrs. Theologia Pitsavas and the review committee hope that writing this essay will help you articulate your 
beliefs and examine your spiritual journey and that this will encourage you in the future. 

 

Your essay must be college-worthy in content as well as format. Spend enough time on this! 

 

FORMAT: Your paper should be at least 1000 words in length (4-5 pages). 

    Use 12-point Times New Roman or a similarly-sized font and double space or space-and-a-half the lines. 

 
CONTENT: 

1. Keep the topic in mind as you develop your paper.  

    Focus on concrete examples from Orthodox writers, the Bible, and the   
    Church Services as well as from your own experience. 

2. Be sure to cite your sources (author, article or book, publishing   
    information, and page number) for the outside information that you  
    use. (Any of the committee members can advise you.) 

3. To best express your ideas, pay attention to the structure of your essay.  

    a. Have an introduction, one or two paragraphs, with your thesis statement at the end of it.           
        (To make a thesis statement, turn the question, into a statement or sentence   
        and add the aspects or the areas of the topic that you will be writing about.)  

    b. Each body paragraph needs a topic sentence that directs or organizes the      
         ideas in the paragraph. This sentence is related to your thesis and specifies  
         the focus (the aspect or area) of the topic you will discuss and in the paragraph. 

    c. The conclusion restates the question you are answering and briefly summarizes your thesis.  

4. Before turning your essay in, check it for correctness in vocabulary, sentences, and grammar. 

    
    Have you answered the question? Thank you for participating! 

 
Carol Alexis, Lisa Jordan,  Ray Murillo 

JOHN PITSAVAS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

 

I. MISSION STATEMENT 

The John Pitsavas Memorial Scholarship is set up to provide the children of St. George Greek Orthodox 

Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, assistance in their pursuit of education by providing them an opportunity to share 

and express their Orthodox Christian faith through a written essay. In addition, the Scholarship is meant to 

motivate active participation in the youth programs and parish life of St. George Greek Orthodox Church. 

 

II. RULES OF QUALIFICATION  

Grants are available only to children affiliated with the St. George Greek Orthodox Church, St. Paul, Minne-

sota, provided that the children are attending church and participating in its activities. Eligibility applies to stu-

dents who have graduated twelfth grade, or those attending a vocational school or an academic institution of 

higher education seeking to obtain a Bachelor’s degree or the equivalent. 


