and passing present age have become an arena of spiritual struggle and the place where salvation is
accomplished.

Seen from this perspective, life in this world is not something cheap and utilitarian, but incredibly
dear. The Lord gives us this life that we might offer it back to him, fulfilling our primordial role as
priest and mediator of creation: man is called to commend himself and his fellow-men and all his life
to Christ our God.

All life comes from God; all life belongs to God; and through the saving work of our Lord and God and
Savior Jesus Christ, biological life in this world is now open to the possibility of true and everlasting
life in the world to come.

Thus, on this Sanctity of Life Sunday, we bear witness to the truth that all human life, from conception
to natural death, is sacred. We pray that the scales will fall from the eyes of our countrymen who do
not recognize this basic truth, and we beseech the Lord that all violations of this holy principle—
abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, and the rest—would come to a swift end in our age and our land.
Finally, we pray that we might find the strength to live in accordance with this teaching, showing
forth the sanctity of life by devoting our own life to the pursuit of sanctity, thus bearing witness in our
flesh to the truth of the holy Orthodox Christian faith.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+Tikhon
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