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To the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Blessed is the people, whose help is the Lord their God.
(Doxology for October 28", the Feast of Victory)

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

OXI Day is a shining reminder of the courage and steadfastness of the People of
Greece, who stood tall in the face of the fascist aggression and invasion against their
Nation during World War II. The line that they drew was in their own blood, and their
heroism is redolent of those Immortal Heroes of 1821, in whose steps they faithfully
followed.

Greece may be a small land, but it is an enormous civilization. Whether in the
mainland, the islands, or the outposts of Asia Minor that were founded thousands of
years ago, the genius of Hellas has always shone forth for all the world to see. The
resistance of Greece to the fascists of the Second World War was inevitable, for such cruel
and violent forms of domination are counter to every impulse of the Hellenic Mind. Add
to this culture the Christian Orthodox Faith, and you have a spiritual, mental, and indeed,
national phalanx against tyranny.

Therefore, it is no accident that the Church of Greece transferred the feast of the
Holy Protection of the Virgin from October 1¢ (the day it is normally observed) to OXI
Day, October 28%. This recognition of God’s favor and aid in the face of invasion through
the intercessions of His Holy Mother is deeply engrained in the psyche of the Greek
People. Around the world, Hellenes and Philhellenes alike celebrate this faith in God and
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faith in the human potential for justice and goodness on this Day of the “OXI” to
totalitarianism and the “NAI” to freedom. How blessed we all are to be the People whose

help is on the Lord our God.

With paternal love in Christ,

Ji e Koo

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ET'KYKAIOX

AoOp. ITowr.: 340/2024
Agxtemiokomikn EykvkAlog yia thyv fjuéga tov «OXI».
27 Oxtwfotov 2024

IToog Tovg LePaopiwtdtovs kal Ocopileotatovg ApxLepels, toug EvAaBeotatoug
Tepeic kat Ataxdvoug, Tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédpovg kat tax MéAn
twv Kowotikwv ZvupovAiwv, tovg EviipoAoyuwtdtovg Agxovteg tov OKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, tax péAN ¢ Hyeolag twv 100, ta Huepnowa kat Amoyevpativa ZxoAegia,
tic Pdomtyxovg AdeAgotnreg, ) NeoAala, tic EAANVoe00doLec Opyavawoels kal
OAOKANEO T0 XploTeTMwVLHO TANewa TN Tepag AQxLemiokoT)g ApEQLKTG.

«Makaglog 6 Aadg, o0 €ott fonfog Kvprog 6 ®eog avtov»

(Ao&oAoyta émi tr) 28" Oxtwpeiov. Twv Nkntnolwv).
ITooo@Aelc adeAot kal adeApeg €v XoLoTw,

‘H Nuéoa tov «OXI» amoteAel piax Aapumon OmevOUIoN Tov BdEEOULS Kal TG
éruipovng tov EAANvikov Aaov, 0 Omolog €delée TO AvaoTnUd TOL ATEVAVTL OTHV
PaooTkY) émeTkdTTA Kal TV €l0POAT ot lepd pAg XWHATa Kato TOV Ag0TEQO
ITorykodopio TToAepo. ‘H yoapun apvvag Bagtnice pe aipa kat 0 10wiopog Toug polilet

HE €KelvoV TV 10wV toL 1821, 10 mapdderypa twv 0moiwv dkoAovOnoav motA.

‘H EAAGOa pag etvar pla pkon xwoa pe avuméPBAnto moArtiopo! Elte oto
NTERWTIKO TUNHA, €lTE OTX APETONTA VIO TG, elte 0TOLS OVAaKeS ¢ Mukoac Aotag
£ KAl XIALAdES X0OVIA, 1) dLoguia ToL EAANVa avérkabev éAapume oav &oto & 6Ao Tov
koopo. H dvtiotaon g EAAGdOS 0TOV kataktnTh) kal 0tovg paocioteg Tov AgvtéQou
[Tarykoopiov IMoAépov ftav avtovont, kabwe 1) Pila, 1) Katamieon kal 1) WHOTNTA
amoteAovy Eéveg évvoleg yix kaOe yvrowo EAANva. Av 0& aUTOV TOV TIOALTIOHO TG
dnuokpartiag kat g éAevOepiag mpooOéoovue Tr) xoloTavikn 0000d0EN TloTtn Hé Tov
TIVELHATIKO TNG OUVAULOUO KAl TV QUTATIAQVNOT ATEVAVTL OTO KAKO, TOTE UTTOQOVLE

va kataAaBovpe avTr) TV aOOQUNTI AVTIOTAOT] KATA TNG TVEAVVIAG.
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‘Emtopévag, dev etvat tuxaio 6t 1) ExkAnoia g EAA&GDOC petépepe v €éootn NG
Avylag XYkémmng T Oeotokov amo v 11 OktwPelov (tnv Muéoa mov &ogtaletoal
KAVOVIKA) otV 1uéoa tov «OXI». At 1) Ttiotn 8tL 6 Oe0g pe Tig peotteieg ¢ O@eotdkov
EQXETAL TAVTOTE WG TTOOTATNG Kt Bon0og amévavtioe kabe adkr) eloBoAr), etvat BadOix
owuévn otV kaEdx Tov EAANVIKOL Aaov. L& 0A0 TOV KOOMO, avTh TV Nuéoa, ol
EAANVEG Kal Ol PUAEAATIVEC YIopTALOVV pE TTioT 0TO B0 TOV &YWV Y dDIKAXLOOVVT Kal
ayaBoovvn, dntavtovtag «OXI» otov OAokANewTIopo kat «NAD» otnv eAevOepta! ITdoo,

aAnOewa, evVAoynuévol elpaote, oL €xovpe BonOo kal okentaott) Tov Kvplo kat Oed pag;

Meta matoweng €v Kvolw Tnoov Xowotw dydnng,

& Pgors /{/&%;4205

t 6 Apeowng EATtidogpdpog
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