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St Vasilios (Basil) the Great Weekly Worship Guide for Sunday, August 23, 2020

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Second Mode
When You descended unto death, O Lord who yourself are immortal Life, then did
You mortify Hades by the lightning flash of Your Divinity. Also when You raised the
dead from the netherworld, all the Powers of the heavens were crying out: O Giver
of life, Christ our God, glory be to You.

Ὅτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ Ζωὴ ἡ ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν ᾅδην ἐνέκρωσας τῇ
ἀστραπῇ τῆς Θεότητος, ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς τεθνεῶτας ἐκ τῶν καταχθονίων
ἀνέστησας, πᾶσαι αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν ἐπουρανίων ἐκραύγαζον·Ζωοδότα Χριστὲ ὁ
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Θεὸς ἡμῶν δόξα σοι.

Apolytikion for Apodosis of the Dormition in the First
Mode
In giving birth you retained your virginity, and in dormition you did not forsake the
world, O Theotokos. You were translated unto life, being the Mother of Life. And thus
by virtue of your intercessions you deliver our souls from death.

Εν τή Γεννήσει τήν παρθενίαν εφύλαξας, έν τή Κοιμήσει τόν κόσμον ού κατέλιπες
Θεοτόκε, Μετέστης πρός τήν ζωήν, μήτηρ υπάρχουσα τής ζωής, καί ταίς
πρεσβείαις ταίς σαίς λυτρουμένη, εκ θανάτου τάς ψυχάς ημών.

Seasonal Kontakion in the Second Mode
Neither the grave nor death could contain the Theotokos, the unshakable hope, ever
vigilant in intercession and protection. As Mother of life, He who dwelt in the ever-
virginal womb transposed her to life.

Τήν εν πρεσβείαις ακοίμητον Θεοτόκον, καί προστασίαις αμετάθετον ελπίδα,
τάφος καί νέκρωσις ουκ εκράτησεν, ως γάρ ζωής Μητέρα, πρός τήν ζωήν
μετέστησεν, ο μήτραν οικήσας αειπάρθενον.
The translations of hymns are under copyright and used by permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, in print or on other
websites or in any other form, without the prior written authorization of the copyright holder:
Resurrectional Apolytikion in Second Tone © Fr. Seraphim Dedes
Resurrectional Apolytikion in Second Tone © Greek Standard Text
Apolytikion for Apodosis of the Dormition in the First Tone © Fr. Seraphim Dedes
Apolytikion for Apodosis of the Dormition in the First Tone © Greek Standard Text
Seasonal Kontakion in the Second Tone © Narthex Press
Seasonal Kontakion in the Second Tone © Greek Standard Text

Gospel and Epistle Readings
Matins Gospel Reading
Eleventh Orthros Gospel 
The Reading is from John 21:14-25

At that time, Jesus revealed himself to his disciples after he was raised from the
dead, and he said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than
these?" He said to him "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed



my lambs." A second time he said to him, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He
said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend my sheep."
He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was
grieved because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to
him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed
my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you girded yourself and
walked where you would; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and
another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish to go." (This he said to
show by what death he was to glorify God.) And after this he said to him, "Follow
me."

Peter turned and saw following them the disciple whom Jesus loved, who had lain
close to his breast at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is it that is going to betray
you?" When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about this man?" Jesus
said to him, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow
me!" So, the word went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die; but
Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, "If it is my will that he remain until
I come, what is that to you?" This is the disciple who is bearing witness to these
things, and who has written these things; and we know that his testimony is true. But
there are also many other things which Jesus did; were every one of them to be
written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be
written. Amen.

Eleventh Orthros Gospel 
Κατὰ Ἰωάννην 21:14-25

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἐφανερώθη ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς τοῖς μαθηταῖς αὐτοῦ ἐγερθεὶς ἐκ νεκρῶν,
καὶ λέγει τῷ Σίμωνι Πέτρῳ· Σίμων ᾿Ιωνᾶ, ἀγαπᾷς με πλεῖον τούτων; λέγει αὐτῷ·
ναί, Κύριε, σὺ οἶδας ὅτι φιλῶ σε. λέγει αὐτῷ· βόσκε τὰ ἀρνία μου. λέγει αὐτῷ
πάλιν δεύτερον· Σίμων ᾿Ιωνᾶ, ἀγαπᾷς με; λέγει αὐτῷ· ναί, Κύριε, σὺ οἶδας ὅτι
φιλῶ σε. λέγει αὐτῷ· ποίμαινε τὰ πρόβατά μου. λέγει αὐτῷ τὸ τρίτον· Σίμων
᾿Ιωνᾶ, φιλεῖς με; ἐλυπήθη ὁ Πέτρος ὅτι εἶπεν αὐτῷ τὸ τρίτον, φιλεῖς με, καὶ εἶπεν
αὐτῷ· Κύριε, σὺ πάντα οἶδας, σὺ γινώσκεις ὅτι φιλῶ σε. λέγει αὐτῷ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς·
βόσκε τὰ πρόβατά μου. ἀμὴν ἀμὴν λέγω σοι, ὅτε ἦς νεώτερος, ἐζώννυες σεαυτὸν
καὶ περιεπάτεις ὅπου ἤθελες· ὅταν δὲ γηράσῃς, ἐκτενεῖς τὰς χεῖράς σου, καὶ
ἄλλος σε ζώσει, καὶ οἴσει ὅπου οὐ θέλεις. τοῦτο δὲ εἶπε σημαίνων ποίῳ θανάτῳ
δοξάσει τὸν Θεόν. καὶ τοῦτο εἰπὼν λέγει αὐτῷ· ἀκολούθει μοι. ἐπιστραφεὶς δὲ ὁ
Πέτρος βλέπει τὸν μαθητὴν ὃν ἠγάπα ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ἀκολουθοῦντα, ὃς καὶ ἀνέπεσεν
ἐν τῷ δείπνῳ ἐπὶ τὸ στῆθος αὐτοῦ καὶ εἶπε· Κύριε, τίς ἐστιν ὁ παραδιδούς



Epistle Reading

σε; τοῦτον ἰδὼν ὁ Πέτρος λέγει τῷ ᾿Ιησοῦ· Κύριε, οὗτος δὲ τί; λέγει αὐτῷ ὁ
᾿Ιησοῦς· ἐὰν αὐτὸν θέλω μένειν ἕως ἔρχομαι, τί πρὸς σέ; σὺ ἀκολούθει
μοι. ἐξῆλθεν οὖν ὁ λόγος οὗτος εἰς τοὺς ἀδελφοὺς ὅτι ὁ μαθητὴς ἐκεῖνος οὐκ
ἀποθνήσκει· καὶ οὐκ εἶπεν αὐτῷ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ὅτι οὐκ ἀποθνήσκει, ἀλλ᾽ ἐὰν αὐτὸν
θέλω μένειν ἕως ἔρχομαι, τί πρὸς σέ; Οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ μαθητὴς ὁ μαρτυρῶν περὶ
τούτων καὶ γράψας ταῦτα, καὶ οἴδαμεν ὅτι ἀληθής ἐστιν ἡ μαρτυρία αὐτοῦ. ἔστι δὲ
καὶ ἄλλα πολλὰ ὅσα ἐποίησεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς, ἅτινα ἐὰν γράφηται καθ᾽ ἕν, οὐδὲ αὐτὸν
οἶμαι τὸν κόσμον χωρῆσαι τὰ γραφόμενα βιβλία. ἀμήν.

Prokeimenon. Second Mode. Psalm 117.14,18. 
The Lord is my strength and my song. 

Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely.

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 9:2-12.

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those
who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not
have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of
the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from
working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a
vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without getting some of the
milk? Do I say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is
written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the
grain." Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake?
It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the
thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among
you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits? If others share this rightful claim
upon you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right,
but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of
Christ.

Προκείμενον. Second Mode. ΨΑΛΜΟΙ 117.14,18. 
Ἰσχύς μου καὶ ὕμνησίς μου ὁ Κύριος. 

Στίχ. Παιδεύων ἐπαίδευσέ με ὁ Κύριος.

τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα Πρὸς Κορινθίους α' 9:2-12.



Gospel Reading

Ἀδελφοί, ἡ σφραγὶς τῆς ἐμῆς ἀποστολῆς ὑμεῖς ἐστε ἐν κυρίῳ. Ἡ ἐμὴ ἀπολογία
τοῖς ἐμὲ ἀνακρίνουσιν αὕτη ἐστίν. Μὴ οὐκ ἔχομεν ἐξουσίαν φαγεῖν καὶ πιεῖν; Μὴ
οὐκ ἔχομεν ἐξουσίαν ἀδελφὴν γυναῖκα περιάγειν, ὡς καὶ οἱ λοιποὶ ἀπόστολοι, καὶ
οἱ ἀδελφοὶ τοῦ κυρίου, καὶ Κηφᾶς; Ἢ μόνος ἐγὼ καὶ Βαρνάβας οὐκ ἔχομεν
ἐξουσίαν τοῦ μὴ ἐργάζεσθαι; Τίς στρατεύεται ἰδίοις ὀψωνίοις ποτέ; Τίς φυτεύει
ἀμπελῶνα, καὶ ἐκ τοῦ καρποῦ αὐτοῦ οὐκ ἐσθίει; Ἢ τίς ποιμαίνει ποίμνην, καὶ ἐκ
τοῦ γάλακτος τῆς ποίμνης οὐκ ἐσθίει; Μὴ κατὰ ἄνθρωπον ταῦτα λαλῶ; Ἢ οὐχὶ καὶ
ὁ νόμος ταῦτα λέγει; Ἐν γὰρ τῷ Μωϋσέως νόμῳ γέγραπται, Οὐ φιμώσεις βοῦν
ἀλοῶντα. Μὴ τῶν βοῶν μέλει τῷ θεῷ; Ἢ διʼ ἡμᾶς πάντως λέγει; Διʼ ἡμᾶς γὰρ
ἐγράφη, ὅτι ἐπʼ ἐλπίδι ὀφείλει ὁ ἀροτριῶν ἀροτριᾷν, καὶ ὁ ἀλοῶν τῆς ἐλπίδος
αὐτοῦ μετέχειν ἐπʼ ἐλπίδι. Εἰ ἡμεῖς ὑμῖν τὰ πνευματικὰ ἐσπείραμεν, μέγα εἰ ἡμεῖς
ὑμῶν τὰ σαρκικὰ θερίσομεν; Εἰ ἄλλοι τῆς ἐξουσίας ὑμῶν μετέχουσιν, οὐ μᾶλλον
ἡμεῖς; Ἀλλʼ οὐκ ἐχρησάμεθα τῇ ἐξουσίᾳ ταύτῃ, ἀλλὰ πάντα στέγομεν, ἵνα μὴ
ἐγκοπήν τινα δῶμεν τῷ εὐαγγελίῳ τοῦ Χριστοῦ.

11th Sunday of Matthew 
The Reading is from Matthew 18:23-35

The Lord said this parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment
to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Lord, have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him the lord of that servant
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came
upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by
the throat he said, 'Pay what you owe.' So his fellow servant fell down and besought
him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' He refused and went and put him in
prison till he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that
had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant!
I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord
delivered him to the torturers, till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."



Saints and Feasts
August 23

11th Sunday of Matthew

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese News

11th Sunday of Matthew 
Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 18:23-35

Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ὡμοιώθη ἡ βασιλεία τῶν οὐρανῶν
ἀνθρώπῳ βασιλεῖ, ὃς ἠθέλησε συνᾶραι λόγον μετὰ τῶν δούλων αὐτοῦ. ἀρξαμένου
δὲ αὐτοῦ συναίρειν προσηνέχθη αὐτῷ εἷς ὀφειλέτης μυρίων ταλάντων. μὴ
ἔχοντος δὲ αὐτοῦ ἀποδοῦναι ἐκέλευσεν αὐτὸν ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ πραθῆναι καὶ τὴν
γυναῖκα αὐτοῦ καὶ τὰ τέκνα καὶ πάντα ὅσα εἶχε, καὶ ἀποδοθῆναι. πεσὼν οὖν ὁ
δοῦλος προσεκύνει αὐτῷ λέγων· κύριε, μακροθύμησον ἐπ᾿ ἐμοὶ καὶ πάντα σοι
ἀποδώσω. σπλαγχνισθεὶς δὲ ὁ κύριος τοῦ δούλου ἐκείνου ἀπέλυσεν αὐτὸν καὶ τὸ
δάνειον ἀφῆκεν αὐτῷ. ἐξελθὼν δὲ ὁ δοῦλος ἐκεῖνος εὗρεν ἕνα τῶν συνδούλων
αὐτοῦ, ὃς ὤφειλεν αὐτῷ ἑκατὸν δηνάρια, καὶ κρατήσας αὐτὸν ἔπνιγε λέγων·
ἀπόδος μοι εἴ τι ὀφείλεις. πεσὼν οὖν ὁ σύνδουλος αὐτοῦ εἰς τοὺς πόδας αὐτοῦ
παρεκάλει αὐτὸν λέγων· μακροθύμησον ἐπ᾿ ἐμοὶ καὶ ἀποδώσω σοι. ὁ δὲ οὐκ
ἤθελεν, ἀλλὰ ἀπελθὼν ἔβαλεν αὐτὸν εἰς φυλακὴν ἕως οὗ ἀποδῷ τὸ
ὀφειλόμενον. ἰδόντες δὲ οἱ σύνδουλοι αὐτοῦ τὰ γενόμενα ἐλυπήθησαν σφόδρα,
καὶ ἐλθόντες διεσάφησαν τῷ κυρίῳ ἑαυτῶν πάντα τὰ γενόμενα. τότε
προσκαλεσάμενος αὐτὸν ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ λέγει αὐτῷ· δοῦλε πονηρέ, πᾶσαν τὴν
ὀφειλὴν ἐκείνην ἀφῆκά σοι, ἐπεὶ παρεκάλεσάς με. οὐκ ἔδει καὶ σὲ ἐλεῆσαι τὸν
σύνδουλόν σου, ὡς καὶ ἐγώ σε ἠλέησα; καὶ ὀργισθεὶς ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ παρέδωκεν
αὐτὸν τοῖς βασανισταῖς ἕως οὗ ἀποδῷ πᾶν τὸ ὀφειλόμενον αὐτῷ. Οὕτω καὶ ὁ
πατήρ μου ὁ ἐπουράνιος ποιήσει ὑμῖν, ἐὰν μὴ ἀφῆτε ἕκαστος τῷ ἀδελφῷ αὐτοῦ
ἀπὸ τῶν καρδιῶν ὑμῶν τὰ παραπτώματα αὐτῶν.



Updated Program: 45th Biennial Virtual Clergy-Laity
Congress

08/19/2020

Archbishop Elpidophoros Departs for
Istanbul

08/16/2020

Updated Program For 45th Clergy Laity Congress 2020

https://www.goarch.org/-/clergy-laity-congress-updated

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros departed for Istanbul

following the celebration of the Dormition of the Theotokos at the eponymous Church
in Southampton. This will be His Eminence’s first visit of 2020, the last time he was
there was for the Feast of the First-Called Apostle Andrew in November of 2019.

https://www.goarch.org/-/archbishop-elpidophoros-departs-istanbul
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Official Statement of the Archdiocese Benefits
Committee

08/12/2020

The Archdiocese Benefits Committee (ABC) expresses its deepest

gratitude to His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros and the members of the Holy
Eparchial Synod for addressing the challenges to “The Pension Plan for Clergymen
and Lay Employees of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.” His Eminence
affirmed that which we all have known that it is a divine privilege of the church to
allow those who have dedicated their whole lives to the Lord to have dignified
retirements.

https://www.goarch.org/-/pension-statement-archdiocese-benefits-committee

St Vasilios (Basil) the Great Endowment
Fund

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap

a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good

to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. Gal. 6:9-10

 

Dear Parishioner,

In the early 1980s our parish had great foresight in formally establishing a separate St. Vasilios
Endowment Fund to help with capital expenditures not covered by our regular budgets and to grow our
various ministries. This Endowment Fund helped seed various projects in the past: roof replacement,
painting, and rehabbing of the exterior of the church; the handicap ramp; the lift in church; iconography;
interior painting of the church; replacing air conditioning in the church; new air conditioning system in our

https://www.goarch.org/-/pension-statement-archdiocese-benefits-committee


center; and hopefully making the Rev. Andrew Demotses Educational Center accessible to all people.

Therefore, I am again asking that parishioners consider directing their future gifts and bequests to the St.
Vasilios Endowment Fund, and thus your gift will remain inviolate and assist our Church in perpetuity.
Rest assured that professionals manage the Fund and our very qualified Investment Committee
distributes proceeds. This allows for your donation to have an impact on our Church forever rather than if
it were spent all at once.

Our parish family, through the Parish Council, has undertaken an immense effort to get $10,000 gifts in
memory of a departed loved one or a gift in honor of a living person. St. Vasilios will annually (in
perpetuity) remember on our Endowment Sunday those parishioners with an Artoklasia (for the good
health of the donors) and with a Memorial Service with Kolyva (all those donors who have fallen asleep).
Furthermore, on the first Endowment Sunday following the receipt of the fulfilled donation, we will present
awards to the new donors of the $10,000 or larger gifts, along with an appropriate reception.

Please consider thoughtfully about remembering your St. Vasilios Church with a gift that will support our
Church perpetually for generations to come.

Yours in Christ,

+Rev. Christopher P. Foustoukos, Presiding Priest

Mr. Charles T. Partaledis, Parish Council Treasurer

(Chairman of Endowment Fund Investment Committee)

 

{The St. Vasilios Endowment Fund  is a recognized part of St. Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church, established under the laws of

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Your donation is deductible to the full extent

allowed by the law.}
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