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“Why do we pray for the dead? It is true that the dead are judged
by how they lived. Generally, the Church teaches our future in
eternity is based on our faith, life, deed, virtues, love, compassion,
goodness, (or their absence) in this life, before our death. Yet,
since we are never fully sure of the place of each soul before God,
and because God Himself is merciful and loving, we pray for any
help which might come to the soul of the deceased.”

Fr. Stanley S. Harakas from The Orthodox Church: 455 Questions and Answers
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