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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 252/2022
Archiepiscopal Encyclical for National Philoptochos Sunday

November 13, 2022
Commemoration of the Parable of the Good Samaritan (8" Sunday of Luke)

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Is there no balm in Gilead, is there no physician there? (Jeremiah 8:22)
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

We celebrate National Philoptochos Sunday on the day that we remember the parable
of the “Good Samaritan,” when mercy and unconditional compassion are manifest as the
highest Christian virtues. A stranger was robbed and wounded, left for dead. And another
stranger, a Samaritan, changes the course of the man’s life. He refuses to pass by, as did the
so-called religious figures in the parable. The Samaritan answers the question that the
Prophet Jeremiah poses: “Is there no balm in Gilead?” And he answers in a resounding “Yes,

there is!”

So it is also with our Philoptochos societies from coast to coast. They apply the balm
of love and compassion to all who come their way, and particularly to the vital philanthropic
ministries of the Mother Church of Constantinople. Especially in this year when the Balikli
Hospital has experienced such a devastating fire, I encourage all of you to be generous with

Philoptochos, who never fail to provide for these charitable causes.
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The Philoptochos knows the essence of the American Spiritual, “There is a balm in
Gilead, to make the wounded whole.” They know how to bring healing to individuals and
communities who have experienced trauma. Let us give thanks to the Lord that these “Good
Samaritans” are in our midst — making our Church even more loving and merciful every

day — and offer to them our support, our resources and our cooperation.

With paternal love in our Lord Jesus Christ,

Ji e Koo,

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEIIIXKOIIIKH EI'’KYKAIOX

AoOu. IMowr. 252/2022

Agyxtemiokomukr) 'EyxvkAilog
v v Kvgaxn tng @rrontwyxov AdeA@otnrog.

13 NoepPBotov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, tovg EvAaPBeotatoug Tepeig
kat Awaxovovg, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movaxég, tovg ITpoédpovg kal ta MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovieg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
ITatowxpxetov, Ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnow kat Antoyevpativa LXoAelx,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeOodoLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa TS Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«Mn pntivn ovk €0ty v Tadaad, 1 latpoc ovx Eotiv éxel» (Tepeuiac 8:22).
ITooo@Aels adeA@eg kal adeA@ol év XoLoTw,

Agprepwvoupe v Kvouakr) kata v 6moia diafalovpie v meQukorntt) tov «KaAov
Lapageitn» Amo 10 evayyYéAlo Tov Aovka otnv EOvikr) PAomttwxo AdeA@otnta, doTL 1)
EAenpoovvn xat 1 amEovmodetn Ul avOpwTiot ATIOTEAOVV TIG HEYAAVTEQES XOLOTIAVIKEG
apetéc. "Evag Eévog méptel Ovpa Anotwy, ol OToloL TOV TEAVUATICOVY KAl TOV A@1}VOLV
AmoBupo péxot Bavdrov. "Evac dAAog E€vog, 6 Zapapeitng tov @eovtiCel kal Tov owlet
Ao 10 OAvaTo. AeV TOV MQOOTEQVAEL OTIWS OL XAQAKTNQLOTIKEG OQNOKEVTUKES LOQPES TG
TAQAPOANG, ATAVTWVTAS €V TéAeL OV €pwtnor mov Oétet 6 mpopnne Tepeuilag «Mr
ontivn ovk oty év Fadaad;» dnAadn dév pmopet doaye va Boebet PaAoapo ot F'adadd;

Kat 1) andvinon tov Zapageitn eivar «Nat, Omtdoxet!»

To o cvpPatver kat pe GAa T katax TOTIOVE TTARAQT HATA TG PLAOTTTWXOL ATIO T

Hia &N TG AHEQIKNS WG TNV AAAT. Atvouv T0 BAACAO TG &YATNG kal TNg ovumabeing
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o¢ 0Aovg 6o0vVG TO EXOUVV AVAYKT), Kal Wlwg 010 PLAavOpwTko €0yo TEOg T Mntéoa
ExxAnoia mc KwvotaviivovnoAews. Ewdwa avto 10 €tog, mov to Noookopelo tov
MmaAOUKAT] KATACTOAPNKE ATO TNV TTUOKAYLR, OAS TIQOTQETW VA ELOTE TIAQATIAV®W ATIO

Yevarddwot eog T PIAOTITWXO EVIOXVOVTAGS TIG UAavOQWTIKESG DOATELS TG,

H dlomtwxog yvweilet v a&ia tov va Balet kavels PAAoapo oTig mANYES kal va
Tic yateevet. Ot kvleg g PAomTwxov YVwILovy va YIatevovv amo T kKAOe eidovg
ToavHATA TOLG AVOQEWTIOVE OV TOLVG EOCTEYYILOLV Y Ponfewx. Ag eVXAQLOTHOOVUE TOV
Koo yiarti «ot kaAot Zapaeites» Polokovial AVAHETH LA 0T TEOOWTIA TV KLQLWV TNG
PLAOTITYOL Kal TEOOPEQPOLY KaAONUEQVA HE EEAQETLKT] AVTATIAQVNOT] Kal dyA&Tn. Ag Tig

TIOOOPEQOVE KAl EUELS, AOLTtOV, HE Yevalodwola TV DTooToLEn Kal 1) ovvepyaoia Hag.

Meta matoueng ev Kvolw ayanng,

& %@,@ %%fééo%

t 6 Apeoweng EAmtidogpopog
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