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PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL
FOR CHRISTMAS

+BARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY, ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO ALL THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE
FROM THE SAVIOR CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM
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Most honorable brother hierarchs,
Beloved children in the Lord,

Today our Holy Church celebrates the Nativity in the flesh of the pre-eternal Son and
Word of God, this “foreign and strange mystery” that “was concealed from ages and from
generations” (Col. 1:26). In Christ, the truth about God and humankind is definitively
revealed, as St. Cyril of Alexandria so theologically explains: “We are human by nature, but
He condescended to what is contrary to divine nature for the sake of love and became man.
We are servants of God by nature as His creation, but He became a servant once again,
contrary to divine nature when He became man. But the reverse also holds true: He is God
in essence, and we are, by grace, able to ascend to what is contrary to human nature. For we
are human, and He is the Son by nature, yet we too become sons by status inasmuch as we
are called to fellowship in Him.”!

“Know the truth, and the truth shall set you free” (Jn. 8:32). Our Lord Jesus Christ is
“the way and the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6), the liberator of man “from enslavement to the
enemy.” There is no life and liberty without the Truth or outside the Truth. Giving any
meaning we desire to our life is not freedom, but the contemporary version of original sin,
our self-enclosure within self-sufficient and self-serving independence, without a
perception for truth as a relationship with God and our fellow human beings. Christmas is

the time for self-knowledge, for understanding the difference between “God becoming

1 Cyril of Alexandria, Thesaurus on the Holy and Consubstantial Trinity, PG 75.561.
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man” and “man acting as god.” It is the time for awareness of the Christian teaching that
“we do not speak of man becoming divine, but of God becoming human.”?

The message of the good news about Christmas today echoes alongside the din of
war and the clash of weapons in Ukraine, which is experiencing the horrible consequences
of a provocative and unjust invasion. For us Christians, all wars are the murder of our
brothers; they are all civil wars, which as the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox
Church proclaimed, are “the result of the presence of evil and sin in the world.”? In the case
of Ukraine, the words of St. Gregory Palamas about his contemporaneous bloody conflicts
among Orthodox believers in Thessaloniki are still more relevant: “For their common
nurturing mother is the holy Church and devotion, whose chief and perfecter is Christ, the
genuine Son, who is not only our God, but who also deigned it appropriate to be our brother
and Father.”*

In the person of Christ, the “recapitulation” of all has been achieved, the emergence
of unity within the human race and the sanctity of the human person, the opening of the
way toward the “likeness of God,” and the revelation of the peace “that surpasses all
understanding” (Phil. 4:10). Christ is “our peace” (Eph. 2:14), and it is to Christ that the
historic and emblematic Sacred Church of “Holy Irene” is dedicated in the City of
Constantine.

Our Savior blesses the “peacemakers,” for “they shall be called children of God”
(Matt. 5:9); He promotes the notion of righteousness and love, even toward our enemies. In
the Divine Liturgy, the Orthodox Church prays “for the peace from above” and “for the
peace of the whole world.” And during the Liturgy of Basil the Great, we pray to and glorify
the Giver of all good things: “Grant us your peace and your love, Lord our God; for you
have granted us all things.” As recipients and supreme beneficiaries of all things from God,
we are obliged more than anyone else to strive for peace in accordance with the scriptural:
“To the one that has received much, more will be demanded” (Lk. 12:48). In this sense, all
that is enacted by Christians contrary to this principle does not primarily affect Christianity
but rather those who live contrary to the divine commandments.

Never in the history of humankind has peace among peoples been a condition taken
for granted. Instead, it was everywhere and always the result of inspired initiatives, of
courage and self-sacrifice, of resistance to violence and rejection of war as a means of

resolving differences, and a perpetual struggle for justice and protection of human dignity.

2 John of Damascus, Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, PG 94.988.
3 The Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today’s World, IV, 1.
4+ Gregory Palamas, On Peace with One Another, PG 151.10.
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Their contribution to peace and reconciliation constitutes the primary criterion for the
credibility of religions. Within religious traditions, there are undoubtedly motivations not
only for inner peace, but also for the advancement and establishment of societal peace and
overcoming aggression in relations between people and nations. This is especially
significant in our time when the position is maintained that peace will ensure due to
economic development, a rise in living standards, and progress in science and technology
through digital communication and the internet. We are convinced that there can be no
peace among people and civilizations without peace among religions without dialogue and
collaboration. Faith in God strengthens our effort for a world of peace and justice, even when
that effort confronts humanly unsurpassable hurdles. At any rate, it is unacceptable for

representatives of religions to preach fanaticism and fan the flames of hatred.

Most reverend brothers and beloved children,

Christ is born; glorify Him. Christ is descending from the heavens; come and meet
Him. Christ is on earth; rise up to greet Him! Adhering to the exhortation of our holy
predecessor on the Throne of the Church of Constantinople, let us celebrate the nativity of
the world’s Savior with spiritual joy, “not in an earthly, but in a heavenly manner,” avoiding
“everything superfluous and unnecessary; especially when others — made of the same clay
and combination — are suffering hunger and poverty.”®> We pray that all of you may enjoy a
prayerful and glorious Holy Twelve Days of Christmas, like a genuine fullness of time and
radiance of the light of eternity. May the coming 2023 prove — by the goodness and grace of
the Divine Word that became flesh for us and for our salvation — to be a period of peace,
love, and solidarity, truly a year in the righteousness of our Lord!

We wish you many blessed years!

Christmas 2022
+ BARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople

Fervent supplicant of all before God

To be read in churches during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Christmas after the reading of the Holy Gospel

5 Gregory the Theologian, On the Feast of Theophany, or the Nativity of Christ, PG 36.316.
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ITATPIAPXIKH ATIOAEIEIZ
EIII TOIX XPIZTOYTENNOIZ

+BAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQL ®OEOY APXIEITIZKOITIOXZ KONETANTINOYTIOAEQY - NEAX POMHY
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZ ITATPIAPXHZ
ITANTI TQL TIAHPOMATI THE EKKAHZIAX
XAPIN, EAEOX KAI EIPHNHN
ITAPA TOY EN BHOAEEM I'ENNHGENTOY EQTHPOX XPIZTOY

* * X%

Tiptator adeAgoi AgyLegelg,
[Tpoopiréotata tékva év Kupiw,

‘Bogtaler orjuegov 1) Ayia ExkAnoia v katd odgka I'évvnow tob ngoaiwviov Yiov
kai Adyov 1o Oeov, 16 «Eévov kal TapAdoEov» HLOTIELOV, TO «ATIOKEKQUUHEVOV GTIO TWV
alwvwv xai v yevewv» (KoA. o', 26). Ev XQotd amokaAvmtetal 0QLotik@s 1 aAnfeia el
oL Ogov kal el Tod &dvOpwmov, wg BeoAoywwtata éEnyel 6 Ayiog Kpihog AAe&avdoeiag:
«AvBowrol uév xatd @UOw Tpelg, avtdg dé elg T Mapa VO dk ELAavBowmiav
katadoauwyv, yéyovev dvOowmog. AobAol OeoD katd @LOW MHE WG Tompata: doDAOG
gxonuatioe kal avtdg eig 16 mapd @Uvow évexBeic, Gte yéyovev avBowmos. AAAG kal 16
evavtiov, Bedc kat' ovoiav avtds: Beol kal NUEL g O MaEd @vow avaPaivovtes dik tv
xaowv avbowrol yao' Yidg kata @uow avtds viol kal Nuels katd Béow, we eig adeApdtnTa
TV TEOG AVTOV KEKAT|HEVOL»L.

«I'vaoeobe v aAnBelav, kai 1) aABewa éAevBepwoet Vuag» (lwav. 17, 32). ‘O Kigiog
Np@v Tnootg Xpotdg elvat «1) 6066 kai 1) aAnOeia kai 1) Cwr» (Twav 1B 6), elvat 6 EAevBegwtr|g
1oL AvOEWTOL «éKk TR dovAeing ToD &AAotpilov». Aév vTtdoxel Cwn kal EAevOegia xwoic TV
AABewav 1] éxtdg g AAnOeiag. To va didwpev eig v Lwrv pag 6,1t vonua émbuvuoduev
Oév elvar éAevBegia, AAAG 1) obyxpovog €kdoxr) ToD TQEOTIXTOQLKOD AMHAQTHHATOS, O
AVTOEYKAELOUOG TOL AvBpwmov eig pilav avtaokn kai avtéeokov avtovopiov, xwols
aiocOntiglov did v aAnPewxv wg oxéowv pé tov Bedv kal ué 1év ovvavBowmov. Ta
Xplotovyevva elval kapds avtoyvwoiag, katavooews g dagoQas petald «@eavBow-
ToL» Kal «avBewmnoOeol», CLVELNTOTOMOEWS TG CWTNEIOOLS XOLOTIAVIKTG ddaokaAiag:
«Ovk avBowmov amoBewbévia Aéyouev, aAAG Bedv EvavBowmrioavtar?.

To evdyyeAov prjvopa tv XQuomovyévvwv ouvnxel é@étog pé Td TOPTava Tov
TOAEHOL kal TV kAayynv twv dntAwv eig v Ovkgaviav, 1) dmoia Velotatal tag dewvhg
ovvemeiag pag itapung kol adikov elofoAng. ‘OAot ol éAepot elval dt’ 1pag tovs Xootavous
adeApoktovor kai Eu@vAilol, elvat, wg diexkrjovéev 1) Ayia kai MeydAn Zivvodog g

1 KvpiAdov AAeEavdgelag, H BifAog tav Onoavpwv mepi tric Ayiac kai Opoovasiov Tpiddog, PG 75, 561.
2 Twavvov Aapaoxnvov, "Exdootc dxpifnc trc 6pBodééov nictews, PG 94, 988.
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0pboddEov ExrAnoiag, «amoégooix o0 €v T kOoUw kool kal thg aupagting»®. Eig v
negintworv g Ovkgaviag ioxvovv mpooétL td Adyix tob Ayiov I'onyogiov to0 IaAaua mepi
TWV OUYXQOVWV aUTQ AUATIQWV OUYKQOVOEWV eig v Becoaiovikny peta&t Op0oddEwy,
«cowvrv. TAovTovvtwy pntépa v tepdv ExxAnoiav kai trjv evoéfewav, g aoxnyos kal
teAewwn)g XQLotog 6 o0 Beod yvrjolog Yidg, 6¢ Nu@v oL Bedg pudvov, AAAG kai adeAgpdc
evdoxnoev eivat, kal ITatrjo»t.

Eig 16 mpdowmov tob Xpiotov éteAéoBn ) «avakepaiaiwois» v mavtwy, 1) avadeléig
MG £vOTNTOG TOL YEVOUS TV avOewnwv kal Thg tegdttog 100 avBowmnivov mEoownov, 1
dLAVOLELG TG 6DOD TIRAG TO «ka’ OpoiwoLv», kal dTtekaALEON 1) elprivn «1) Dtepéxovoa vt
vouv» (DA, &, 7). O Xpwotdg elvar «1) eigrivn Nuwv» (Epeo. B, 14), kai eig Avtév elval
apLegwpévog O lotogikds katl eupAnuatikos Tepds Nadg g «Avyiag Eiprjvne» eig v TT0AV
o0 Kwvotavtivov.

O Lwtp Nuav paxoapilel ToUg «glpnvomoovsg», dtt «viol @eod kAnbrcovtawr (Mat.
¢, 9), meoPdAAeL v déav TG dikaloov VNG kAl TS AYATNG kO Kal Eog Tovg €xOpovs. H
0Op006dotos ExxAnoia ebxetal eig v Belav Aertovgyiav «OméQ g dvwbev eiprvie» kai
«OméQ ¢ eiprivng o0 ocVvunavtog kdopoux». «ITv onjv elprvnv kai v ofjv ayannv xdoioot
Nutv, Kogie 6 Bedg Npov: mavia yap anédwrag Nuivs, altovpeba do&alovteg tév Aotnoa
navtog ayaBob xatd v Aertovgylav tov MeydAov Baoideiouv. Hpelg, oi oOmolol
nageAdBopev magd tod Beob td mMavia, oPeldouev, ws €E0xws eveQyetnOévteg, va
aywvilwueba dik v elprivnv meQLoodTEQOV AT TOUG AOLTOUG &vBQWTOUG, KaTtd TO
BiBAwov: dlavti 8¢ @ £060n oAV, OAD kol {nrnbrjoetat ma’ avTod» (Aovk. (', 48). 'Ev 17
gvvoig tavt, 6oa, avtlBétws mEds v &oxiv avtv, mEattovial VTO XQLTLAVOV déV
Baguvovv tov XoLoTiaviopdv, daAAG ékeivoug ol OmoioL dpolV katd TapaPacty Tv Beiwv
TIQOUTAYMATWV.

Ioté eig v loTogiav Mg avBpwndtmrog, 1N elprjvn petald v Aadv dév Ume&ev
AVTOVONTOG KATAOTAOLS, AAAG TTo mavtaxol kal mévtote AMOTéAeoUa EUTIVELOUEVWY
TIEWTOROVALLY, YeEvvaidtnTog kal avtobuoiag, avtiotdoews eic v Blav kai anogeipews tov
TIOAEHOV WG HETOV AVTEWS DPORAV, DLaQKNG YWV dLk v dikatoovvnv kadi v Teoataciav
e avBpwmivng a&lompemeiag. 'H ovpPoAr] twv eig v elpnvpv xal v kataAdayniv
ATIOTEAEL TIEWTIOTOV KQutrjolov Thg alomiotiag twv Bpnokelwv. Avaueéiws, eig the
Bonokevtikag maQaddoelg VTIAQXOLV KivnTea OXL HOVOV D& TV E0WTEQIKTV €lrVIV, AAAL
kal dua v Teoarywynv katl v &ykadidouowy tig eiprivng s kKowvwviag, did v LTéPRacty
e érubetikdtnrog elg Tde oxéoels Twv atépwv kai tv Aadv. T yeyovog avtd elval
DLaTtéews onUavTiKOV eig TV €moxnv pag, katd v onoiav meoPaAdetal 1) &mois &L 1)
eignvn B4 mEoéAON we anotéAeopa ThG 0ikOVOUIKNG dvanTigews, TN dvodov ToD BLOTKOD
gmmmédov, TG mMEOGdov TG Eruotung kal Thg texvoAoyiag, dik péoov Thg Yneuaxng
énucovwviog kai To0 diadiktvov. ‘Exouev miv Befatdtnta, étt dév elvar duvatdv va vraeé)
elgnvn v Aawv kal TV TOALTIOP@V, XWE(G TNV elgrivnVv TV Bonokeldv, Xwols tdv diaAoyov
kai v ovvegyaoiav twv. H niotig eig Oedv évioxvet 1oV aywva dt éva kdopov elgrvng kadl
dikaooUvng, akoun kal étav 1) mpooTdbela avTr] eVEICKETAL EVWOTILOV AVUTIEQRAT)TWY, KAT
avBpwmov, éumodiwv. Ilaviws, elvatl anagddektov, EkMEOTWTOL BQNOKELWDV V& KNEVOTOLV
pavatiopov kol va dvageirtiCouv v @Adya tob pioovg.

3'H é&mootoAn trc OpBodé&ov ExxAnoiac eic Tév ovyxpovov kdopov, A, 1.
* Tonyopiov IaAaua, Iepi ti¢ mpoc aAAnAove eipnvne, PG 151, 10.

2



Teowtator xatl Beopréotatol adeApoi kai ayanntd tékva,

XQuotog yevvatar dodoate, Xolotdg £€ ovpavav: amavtioate, XQuotog Eni yig
UYwOnte! Ztoxovvieg ) TEOTEOTT 00 Ayiov mEokatdxov s NV Metoldtntog eig tév
Bgo6vov ¢ KwvortavtivovroAitdog ExkAnoiog I'onyopiov 100 BeoAdyouv, dg éograowpev
™V YevEéBALOV MuéQay TOD LZwTNQOG TOL KOOUOL €V TIVEVHATIKT €DQQOTUVT), «U1] KOOUIKWG,
AAA” UTeproopiwe», pevyovreg «mav 16 meQLrtdv kal UTEQ TV Xpelav: kal TADTA TEWVWVTWV
AAAwV kal deopévwv, TV €k ToL avTol mNAoD Te kal keapatos»®. Evxéueda mpds mavtoc
VHAG, KATAVUKTIKOV kai do&oAoyucdv Aylov Awdekaripegov, td omoiov elval dvtwg mArjowpa
XQOVov kai dictic 100 Qwtog TG alwvidtntog. Eife t6 émegxdpevov 2023 va dmodey i,
evdokia xai xaortt Tob dU Muag Tovg AvOEWMoLg kal duk TV Muetéoav cwngiav
cagkwBévrog Oeob Adyov, Tepiodog elprvrg, ayamng kai aAANAeyyUng, dAnBNg éviautdg
NG Xenototntog toL Kuglov.

"E1n moAA& kal evAoynuéval

Xowotovyevva ,Brf’
1 O KwvotavrivountoAewc
dLATLEOG TRAOG BEBV EVXETNG MAVFWY VU@V

Avayvwotitw én’ éxkAnoiag katd v Oeiav Aertovgyiav g 0T TV XQLoToUvYEéVVQLY,
petd 16 Tepov EvayyéAiov.

5 T'onyogiov BeoAdyov, Ei¢ td Ocopavia, eitovy ['evéOAia 1o Zwrhpog, PG 36, 316.
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