
 
CHRYSOSTOM  

 
FESTIVAL  

2023 
 
WHEN: 

February 26th 
After Divine Liturgy 

 

 

 

WWW.GOARCH.ORG/-/ST-JOHN-
CHRYSOSTOM-ORATORICAL-FESTIVAL 

 
 
ELEMENTARY 
GRADE 4-6 
 
JR DIVISION 
GRADE 7-9 
 
SR DIVISION 
GRADE 10-12 

WHAT TO DO: 
1. Select a topic 

2. Register Online* 

3. Write a 4 min 

speech 

4. Deliver it  

An opportunity to 
learn, write and 
speak about  
Orthodox faith 

WHERE: 

St. Spyridon 
GOC 

 

*PARTICIPANTS REGISTER AT 
HTTPS://RELIGIOUSED.FORMSTACK.COM/FORMS/SJCOF_PARTICIPANT 



 JR DIVISION: GRADE 7-9 TOPICS 

 
  
SR DIVISION: GRADE 10-12 TOPICS 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
WE WILL 
Help you research, write 

and practice your 

speech!  

CONTACT 
Timmy Paraskevopoulos 

714-931-2431 

t_nicolaou@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Participants Register at 

https://

religioused.formstack.com/

forms/sjcof_participant 

TOPIC 1: Orthodox tradition teaches that the saints remain 

spiritually active beyond their earthly life. Discuss how we ask the 
Saints to intercede and pray for us and why.  

TOPIC 2: Orthodox Christians honor the Virgin Mary, the Most 

Holy Theotokos. What does the Orthodox Church believe about her 
and her role in our salvation?  

TOPIC 3: The sacraments are the mysteries of the Church through 

which God gives us His grace by actions, words, and material objects 
(for example, oil, wine, and bread). Pick one sacrament and explain 
its meaning.  

TOPIC 4: Jesus models and teaches humility throughout His life 

and ministry. Discuss the challenges of living according to Jesus’ 
teachings in a society that does not necessarily emphasize humility.  

TOPIC 5: Consider and discuss why and how icons are central to 

our faith and Orthodox practice.  

TOPIC 1: The Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople is the 
highest seat and the Mother Church of Orthodox Christians. The 
Ecumenical Patriarch is the spiritual leader of 300 million Orthodox 
Christians worldwide. Discuss how the Patriarchate has been a 
symbol of unity, a source of missionary growth, an advocate of 
dialogue among Christians, and a defender of the historical 
Orthodox Faith.  

TOPIC 2: During times of crisis, our faith is tested. How are Orthodox 

Christians taught to understand and manage pain and suffering?  

TOPIC 3: The Christian message in C.S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe has influenced many believers of Christ. How has 
another work of fiction inspired people to seek Jesus Christ?  

TOPIC 4: We have lived through a pandemic and emerged with deep 
societal divides. How can our faith in Christ heal us and take us 
forward together?  

TOPIC 5: The Resurrection of Jesus Christ both transforms the 
relationship between God and humanity and alters the course of 
history. How would you explain its significance to someone who has 
not heard about it or is unsure if God exists?  

GEORGE M. PLATIS ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
In Memory of our son George, who proudly participated in our parish Oratorical Festival, we are offering 
a scholarship to our St. Spyridon festival participants. The first place speaker in both the junior division 
and senior division will earn a $250 scholarship. In addition, we will award another $250 scholarship to 
those who finish in first place at the Metropolis level. These scholarships will be distributed to any post 
high school educational/ job training institution of their choice.  

ST. SPYRIDON PARISH FESTIVAL INFORMATION: 

Elementary (grades 3-6) participants can compete at the parish level and write a speech on any of the 

topics below. Every participant receives a $20 gift card. In memory of their son (see below) Michael and 

Maria Platis sponsor a scholarship for St. Spyridon Festival winners at the Junior and Senior level . 

Additional scholarships are offered by the Metropolis and Archdiocese.  


