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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 24/2023

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the 2023 Archepiscopal Encyclical on the
Feast of the Three Hierarchs and the Day of Greek Letters

January 30, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Those who partake of our Paideia are called Greeks.

Beloved Brethren in Christ,

The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs: Basil the Great, John Chrysostom and Gregory
the Theologian, is also an anniversary to celebrate the learning, culture and language of
Greece — what we call “Greek Letters.” The inscription cited above is adapted from the

Panegyricus of the renowned rhetorician, Isocrates (436-338 BCE).

This elegant expression, which graces the frieze of the fagade on the Gennadius
Library in Athens, could have been spoken by any of the Three Hierarchs; for they
understood Paideia as an all-encompassing summation of education, expression and
civilization. But the Hierarchs would have gone one step further. They could have also easily

said: “Those who partake of our Faith are called Christians.”

In both cases, the idea of participation in the milieu of Orthodox Christianity and
Hellenism is what brings a person into that identity. It is what we mean by “baptism,” and
why baptism by immersion is so important. To immerse oneself in the Gospel or in Paideia

is to become suffused with their teachings and spirit. For those who call themselves, “Greek
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Orthodox,” there is neither confusion of the traditions, nor is there a contradiction between
the two. The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs is a testimony to the symphony that emerges

when all the elements of each are manifested in harmony and concord.

Therefore, my beloved Greek Orthodox Christians, let us celebrate all the ways that
these three Luminaries of our Paideia and Faith confirm the unity of our spiritual and
historical paths. And let us partake of the riches of each, thus becoming ourselves,
“partakers of the Divine Nature” (I Peter 1:4).

With paternal love in Christ Jesus,

7{; Hpgoneps ”ﬁ%/réﬁ

1 ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEITIEKOITH AMEPIKHE

APXIEIIIEKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

Ao TTowr. 24/2023

Agyxeruoronikr] EykokAlog yua trv-£0QTr) TV
Towwv Tegaox@v kai TV EAANVIKQ@V YQAUUATWV.

30 Tavovapiov 2023

Ieog tovg ZeBaopuwtdrovs kal @eopileotdtovg Agytepels, tovg EvAapeotdtoug Tepeic
kal Alocdvoug, tovg Movayolg kal Tic Movaxés, tovg ITpoédooug kat Tt MéAN v
Kowortucwv  XvppovAiny, tovg 'BvtipoAoywwtdtovg Apxovres Tob  Olcovpevikod
Iatouxoyetov, T péAn e Hyeolag tawv 100, t& Hpeorjow kat Amoyevpative YxoAeia,
i DLromtwyxovs AdeApotntes, ) NeoAala, tic EAANvopB6doées Opyavwoels kol
OABKAN Q0 TO XQloTemwvupo TATowua TG Tepds ApxLemiokoTG ApLeQLiciG.

«MaArov EAAvag kadeioOar Todg Ti¢ maldedoews TG NUETEPAC UETEXOVTAGH
(Iooxpdtovg, Adyog Iavnyvpuiig 4:50).

ITooop\eis adeApol kol ddeApeg v XoLotd,

H éopt) v totwv Tepagxdv, dnAadr) Baoclelov tob MeydAov, I'onyopiov tod
BeoAdyov kat Twavvov tob Xguoootduov, etval kal 1) étjow €optr) thg EAAN VUGS
rioudelag, TG YAOToas al Tod TMOALTIOHOD, TV EAAN VUKDV YOXUIUETWV.

To ontod mov dixBaoape otiv oy TG EykviAlov efvat mappévo &mo TV TéTagto
TV yueueod A6yo tob @nuopévov grjtooa Toowodtn (436-338 m.X.) wal Poloretal
XQQYHEVO OThV TrEopEeTwTda ThG eloddov Thg I'evvadiov BipAobning otv ABrjva. &
uToQovoe Vi elxe elmwOel Ao TO OTOHA TV TOLWVY LeQaox @V, Kabwg Yk adtolg 1) Ttatdela
KaTavoeltal we 1) dvaicepadaiwon g ékmaidevong, Ths YADOOAG Kal ToD TOALTIOHOD.

BéPBoua, ol Toelg tepdoxes O& mooxweoboav dicdun meQoodtego kabwg edkoAa O
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HTIOQOVORY V& TIOLY, «UaAAov xolotiavol kaleloOal tovg e miotews TG 1)HeTéag
HETEXOVTAGH.

Y& k&Oe megimrwor), N petoxr) oty éumeia g 000000&0L ¢kkAnaiag kal atdv
EAANVIOUO elvar TeAucd avTr) oL kaBopilet TV TavTOTTA TOD TEOTWTOL (G XOLOTLAVOD
Kat wg EAANva. Avtr dicQBag v Evvola Exel o BamTiopa g UPHOLOT 0Td veEd Kkal yix
avTo eltvat tooo onpavtiks. ‘H ¢upvoion oto evayyéAo kai omyv madela onpaiver v
Tvevpatuer] Kal yvwoloAoyur) mAnedtnta tod avBpdmov. ‘Epelg modv OéAovue v
dvopalopaote «0p0ddoEoL XooTIavol» yvweilovpe Gt otV Maeddoon pag moté div
Umne&e dvtiBeon peta&d g mawdelng kat e miotews. H onueowr) oot TV TOLOV
legaoxv eltvat Toavt) dmddelén g dopoviag mov émépxetal otr) Lwr) T EkrAnoiag kal
NG Kowwviag dtav avantbooovtal 1) maudeia kai 1) miotn magdAANAa.

‘Enopévwg dyammtot pov 6006d0&ot xoLoTiavol, & £0QTdo0LLE T OnLeQLVT) £0QTT
BadiCovtag atodg dedovg ToL pag £del&av ol TOElG HEYLOTOL PWOTEES TG Ttadelag Kkal
NG TUOTEWG, ETURERAWVOVTAG ETTL TIV TVELUATIKT) Kal {0ToQIKT) oLvvéxelx TG ékikAnoiag

Hag. Ag yivoupe, Aowmdy, pétoxot twv HPnA@V ayabv the maweiag kai g 6000d6E0L
mlotews, we «Oeiag kovwvol @voews» (B’ ITétoov 1:4).

Meta mtatounc év Xolote dydnng,

5 Ao ;{/“%;4;03

t 6 Apeowknc EATidopdoog



