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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the 
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America: 
 
My Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women,  
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers and sisters. (Acts 1:14) 

Once again, but for only the second time, we are celebrating the National Sisterhood 
of Presvyteres Sunday. This day, the closest Sunday to June 4 — the feast of the Holy Sisters 
Mary and Martha — has been chosen because it reflects with great distinctiveness the service 
and ministry of our Presvyteres. Especially in this centennial year of our Sacred 
Archdiocese, the role and contributions of our Presvyteres are rightly praised, for they have 
been part of the backbone of our Church since its inception. They have taught in Greek and 
Sunday Schools, led in organizing social services of the communities, and continuously 
supported the clergy of the Church. 

The Apostolic quote above illustrates how the women of the Church were 
significantly involved in the first days of the Church. And on this Sunday of the Holy 
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council, which is a bridge between the feasts of Ascension 
and Pentecost, we should be mindful of our Holy Mothers as well. For this gives us special 
cause to recognize all the Presvyteres throughout the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. 



 

 2 

Therefore, let us demonstrate our love and respect for the Presvyteres of our National 
Church. They make many sacrifices to allow their husbands to serve our parishes, and they 
provide an essential ministry to our parishes by their example and leadership. Indeed, they 
are most worthy of our honor and gratitude, and of this very special awareness that we 
bring to their service to Christ and His Holy Church on this National Sisterhood of 
Presvyteres Sunday. 

With paternal blessings and love in Christ, 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America  



 

ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
 

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ. 113/2022 
 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν Κυριακὴ  
τῆς Ἐθνικῆς Ἀδελφότητας τῶν Πρεσβυτερῶν. 

 

5 Ἰουνίου 2022 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς 
καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, 
τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ ἀναστάντι, 

«Οὗτοι πάντες ἦσαν προσκαρτεροῦντες ὁµοθυµαδὸν τῇ προσευχῇ καὶ τῇ δεήσει σὺν γυναιξὶ  
καὶ Μαρίᾳ τῇ µητρὶ τοῦ ᾿Ιησοῦ καὶ σὺν τοῖς ἀδελφοῖς αὐτοῦ». (Πράξεις 1:14) 

Ἀφιερώνουµε τὴ σηµερινὴ Κυριακὴ στὴν Ἐθνικὴ Ἀδελφότητα τῶν Πρεσβυτερῶν, 
γιὰ δεύτερη συνεχὴ χρονιὰ ὡς τὴν κοντινότερη Κυριακὴ στὶς 4 Ἰουνίου, ἑορτὴ τῶν ἁγίων 
ἀδελφῶν τοῦ Λαζάρου, Μάρθας καὶ Μαρίας. Ἔχουµε ἐπιλέξει αὐτὴ τὴν ἑορτὴ γιατὶ 
ἀντανακλᾶ τὸ ρόλο καὶ τὴν προσφορὰ τῆς κάθε µιᾶς πρεσβυτέρας στὴ διακονία τῆς 
ἐκκλησίας. Ἰδιαίτερα αὐτὴ τὴ χρονιὰ τῆς ἑκατονταετηρίδας τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς 
ἐπαινοῦµε τὸ ρόλο καὶ τὴ συνεισφορὰ τῶν Πρεσβυτερῶν ὡς ἀναντικατάστατα µέλη τῆς 
ἐκκλησίας µας ἀπὸ τὴν ἵδρυσή της. Οἱ πρεσβυτέρες προσφέρουν ἐδῶ καὶ ἑκατὸ χρόνια στὴ 
διδασκαλία τῶν ἑλληνικῶν, στὰ κατηχητικά, στὴν ὀργάνωση φιλανθρωπικῶν 
ἐκδηλώσεων στὶς κοινότητές µας καὶ βέβαια ὀφείλουµε νὰ µνηµονεύσουµε τὴν 
ἀνεκτίµητη προσφορά τους στὴν ὑποστήριξη τῶν κληρικῶν τῆς ἐκκλησίας µας. 
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 Ἡ περικοπὴ ποὺ διαβάσαµε ἀπὸ τὶς πράξεις τῶν Ἀποστόλων σκιαγραφεῖ τὴ 
σηµαντικὴ συµβολὴ τῶν γυναικῶν στὴν πρώτη ἐκκλησία. Ἐπιπλέον, αὐτὴ ἡ Κυριακὴ τῶν 
Πατέρων τῆς Πρώτης Οἰκουµενικῆς Συνόδου, ἡ ὁποία βρίσκεται µεταξὺ τῆς ἑορτῆς τῆς  
Ἀναλήψεως καὶ τῆς Πεντηκοστῆς, εἶναι ἀφιερωµένη σὲ ὅλους τοὺς ἁγίους Πατέρες καὶ τὶς 
Μητέρες τῆς Ἐκκλησίας καὶ µᾶς δίνει ἀκόµη µία ἀφορµὴ γιὰ νὰ τιµήσουµε τὶς 
Πρεσβυτέρες ἁπανταχοῦ στὴν Ἀρχιεπισκοπὴ Ἀµερικῆς. 

 Ἂς δείξουµε λοιπὸν τὴν ἀγάπη µας καὶ τὸ σεβασµὸ γιὰ τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες τῆς 
ἐκκλησίας µας, διότι κάνουν πολλὲς θυσίες, ὥστε οἱ σύζυγοί τους νὰ µποροῦν νὰ 
διακονοῦν ἀπερίσπαστα τὶς ἐνορίες µας, καὶ βέβαια οἱ πρεσβυτέρες ἀποτελοῦν µοναδικὰ 
παραδείγµατα προσφορᾶς καὶ διακονίας. Πράγµατι, ἀξίζουν τὴν ἐκτίµησή µας καὶ τὴν 
εὐγνωµοσύνη µας, εἰδικὰ αὐτὴ τὴν ἡµέρα ποὺ ἡ ἁγία µας ἐκκλησία ἀφιερώνει στὴν 
Ἐθνικὴ Ἀδελφότητα τῶν Πρεσβυτερῶν. 

Μὲ πατρικὲς εὐχὲς καὶ ἀγάπη ἐν Χριστῷ,  

  
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 


