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Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Saint Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople
February 6, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

An Angel among men, you have been shown forth to be, O Father.... (Oikos from the Matins of the Feast).
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As an “Angel among men,” Saint Photios the Great, Patriarch of Constantinople, was
truly a messenger of God. His defense of the Orthodox Faith against encroachments from
all sides, together with his missionary zeal, which was grounded in his extensive learning,
made him both famous in his day and the target of attacks. He was a man of his times, and
yet, he was a man for all seasons. The hymns that celebrate his memory do not lack in either

exuberance or praise, and justly so.

This is the Saint for whom our Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine is
named. This year is the Fortieth Anniversary of the establishment of the Shrine as a National
Institution of our Sacred Archdiocese of America, and every member of our Church should
take pride in this significant milestone. The ever-memorable Archbishop Iakovos captained
the efforts to bring about the Shrine in St. Augustine, Florida, together with lay leadership
from the region. The purchase of the Avero House in 1966 ultimately led to the dedication
of this first National Shrine of our Sacred Archdiocese in 1982. Thousands upon thousands
of faithful and visitors have come to the Shrine to learn about the history of Greeks in

America. Today, with the Shrine’s Fortieth Anniversary, we embark upon a new chapter.
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Saint Photios himself is rightfully honored at the Shrine, because he was truly a
messenger of the Gospel, an “Angel among men,” as the hymn says. I encourage everyone
across the Archdiocese to visit the Shrine as they are able, and to support its vital work,
continuing the vision of this Great Patriarch of Constantinople, to bring the message of the
Gospel to all the world, and to remember those who have come before us as true spiritual

giants, upon whose shoulders we stand.

With paternal love in Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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ApOp. IMowr. 28/2023

Agxtemiokomuikr] EyxvkALog yix trv €0Qtr) ToU
MeyaAov Pwriov, ITatoidgxov Kwvotavtivovnodews.

6 ®ePBoovapiov 2023

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocoprleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaBeotatoug Tepeig
Kkal Awaxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAlwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Agxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta Huepnjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0Agly,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvoeOodofec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN Q0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

«Ayyeldoc é€ avOpanwv, avedeixOnc w Iatep» (Oikoc Tov dpOpov TNc E0pTNC).
[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

O Méyac Pwtiog, matoudoxns Kovotavtivovmodews anotéAeoe évav moaypatiko
AayYeAlo@ogo toL Beov, wg «ayyedog €€ avOownwv». H Omepaomion g 0000d6&ov
TOTEWS ATEVAVTL 0TOVG €X000UC NG TEOg kA Oe katevOLVON, pall pE TOV LeQATOOTOALKO
tov (Ao, 6 0motog Bactlotav otV eVELUADELX TOV, TOV EKavav dAOTUO 0TIV ETTOXT] TOV
AAAX Kal 0TOX0 TV avTmdAwv tov. Elnoe wg avOpwmog g €moxNS Tov, AAAX amoteAel
TIEOTLTIO YIX TOLG AvOpwTovg kKAOe émtoxns. Tax TeoTaEx NG dkoAovOiag ToL 6POoVL T
£00QTTG TOL TOV EELUVODV HE AKQIBELX Y Tt TOAAGL TOL Xaplopata Xwols va rtegBaAAovY

OTO TIAQALLKQO.

Etvat 0 &ylog €ékelvog oTov 0Tol0 eivat APLeQwpéVo TO E€0ViKo mEookVVN A ToL Tegov
Dwtiov. AVTO 10 €T0G €0QTALOVE TI TECOAQAKOOTH) EMETELO ATO TNV dELOT AVTOL TOV

TIEOOKLVIHATOS, ¢ E0vikov kabwovpatog g Tepac pag Agxlemiokomng Kal elpaote
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vregneavol yix avto. O deipvnortog aoxtemiokomnog Takwpog 1yr0nke twv mpoomadeiwv
Yo v ©©LoM TOL TEOOKLVIIHATOS OTOV Ay. AUyovotivo ot PAwewa, pali pe v 1yeoia
Kal T HéAN TV tomik@v kowothtwyv. H dyopa t¢ oikiag ABEgo t0 €tog 1966 0d1ynoe
otV devon Tov MEWTOL €0VIKOL TROoKNVUHATOS TS Tepag pag Agxtemiokomng to 1982.
XIAL&deg €MIOKEMTEG KAl TQEOOKLVNTEG ETOKEMTOVIAL KAOe XQOVO TO 1€Q0 aUTO
TIQOOKTVUHA YLt VA HAOOLY Kal V& EVTQUETOOLY 0TIV L0ToRIa TV EAATIVV TNG ALEQIKNG.
Kata ) tecoagakootr) émételo amo v ©ELoT) TV MEOOTKLVIHATOG elpaoTte €TOLHOL Y

TO VEO ZUVTAYUA HAG.

O dyroc PTiog dkalws THATAL OTO £€0VIKO TEOOKVVNHUA AVTO, YIXTLT)TAV TIOXYHATL
O AYYEALOPOQOC TOU €VAYYEAIKOU UNVOHATOC WG «&YYeAog €& avOpwmwv», Omws To
TQOTIAQLO Ava@éQetl. Ag DmootnelEovpe Hé k&Be TEOTO TO KABDQLUA AVTE e dDWEEES Kal
OQYAVWVOVTAG £MIOKEPELS OTO XWQEO TOL TMEOOKLVNUaTOGS. 'Etol elpaote olyovgolr Ot
ovvexiCovpe TO Oapa TOL HeEYAAov avtov  TatEukpxov  KwvotavtivovmoAews,
dtaddovTag to evaYYEALO 0& OAO TOV KOOHO, EVOUHOVIEVOL TTAVTOTE TOVG TTIQOYOVOUS UG
WS AANOIVOUG TTVELHATIKOVG YiyAVTEG OV €QYACTNKAV TOLV ATO EUAS KAl ATOTEAOLV TO

0TeQe0 OeUEALD YIX TNV LOTOQLKT) CUVEXELX HAG.

Metax matowng £v XoLot@ ayamnng,
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