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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christ descended alone to the Gates of Hades, He returned taking many spoils of His victory.
(Verse of the Synaxarion of Pascha)

What a journey our Lord took for the sake of our salvation! What pains did He not
endure? Not only did He descend from the heights of Heaven to earth through his
Incarnation, but through His Death on the Cross he descended into the lowest depths of
human experience. As we chant on Pascha night: KatnAOeg év toic katwtdtolg ¢ y1g
— into death itself, even though He is the Author of Life.

This is how the Lord Jesus, Who is the New Adam and the First-Born of the Dead,
redeems the mass of humanity. He undergoes a single human life and death; He died
alone upon the Cross, forsaken and abandoned. Alone did He descend into Hades, that
he might free all those imprisoned there from ages past. By His flesh, which He took from
the womb of His Virgin Mother, He assumes the totality of the human race. There is no
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person who is not connected to Him through His Incarnation. By living a perfect life in a
willing, conscience way, He makes possible perfection for every human being through
metanoia, which is as much transformation as it is repentance and turning from
selfishness to God. Finally, using the Cross to bridge Heaven and earth, He descends to
the lowest depths, to find us and to bring us home to Heaven.

As the Synaxarion affirms: “He returned taking many spoils of His victory.” This
is why we cry out with our hearts aflame with joy, even as our candles shine brightly and
dispel the gloom of night:

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon death,
and to those in the tombs He has granted life!

Therefore, my beloved Christians, let us honor His journey from Heaven to earth,
from earth to Hades, and back again for our salvation. Let us embrace one another with
love and compassion, forgetting no one and forgiving everyone. Thus, we will rise from
the lowest depths of our struggles and challenges, to the celestial heights of God’s glory
and life everlasting.

Xowotog Avéomn! AAnOwg Avéotn)!

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

Ap10. IMowr. 68/2022
AQXLEMIOKOTIKT €YKUKALOG YIX TNV AYyix Kail peyaAn éoptn [Iaoxa.
24 Amtodiov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaPeotatoug Tepeig
kal Awaxkovovg, toug Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat taa MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolac tov 100, ta ‘Hueoniow kai Anoyevpativae LX0AELy,
tic Plomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvVoeO0doLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTemMwvuHo TATowpa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQUKNG.

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

«Xp1otog kateAOwv mpog moAnyv &bdov uovos, Aafwv avnAOe moAda TG vikng okvAa.»

(Ztixot tov Zvvaéapiov tov Ilaoxa)

[T6oo Oavpaota etvat T €épya Tov Kvplov yux t) cwtnola pag! Agv vmdoxet movog
mov va pnv vmépeve! ‘Oxt povo katedéxOn va katéABel €k TV 0VEAVAQYV, YEVOUEVOS
avOowmog, AAAX UE TO OTAVEKO TOL BAvaTo, KatNABe OTa £ykaTa TOL &OT) YEVOLEVOS TO
Odvaro, 0Ttws PaAAovpe kata ) voxta tov Iaoxa, yior avtov ov elvat 1) mnyn ¢ Cwng:

«KatnABeg €v 101G KATWTATOLS TG Y1)5».

"Etot 0 Kvpiog pag Tnoovg Xolotog amegyaletal ) owtneila pag, ws 6 véog Addy,
YEVOUEVOG TIOWTOTOKOG €K TWV VEKQWV, ALTEWVOVTAG TV avOpwmnotnta, medaivovtag
EMAVW OTO 0TAVEO, éykatadeAelupévog ano 0Aovs. KatePatver otov adn Avvovrag ta
deopa twv ATt alwvog kekolpnuévay. Evoaprovpevog otr) puntoa g Ocotdkov Oewvel T0

vévog twv avlownwy, évavovtag ta deotwta. Qg téAelog Oeodg kat TéAelog &vOwmog,
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xaiCet v teAetdt)Ta o& 6AOVG TOLG AVOEWTIOUS HEOW TG HETAVOLAG, 1] OTola peTaDéTel

TOV AVvOQWTO ATO T1) HovaELX TOV €YWLOHUOL 0T XA THS kowvwviag pe to Oeod. TéAog, wg

BACIAEDG TNG KTIOEWS EVWVEL TOV 0VQAVO HE TN Y1), «KATEADWV €V TOIG KATWTATOLS» HAG

EAKeL OAOUG OTOV TTARADELCO TIOVL ELVAL TO TEAYHATIKO HAG OTILTL.

To ocvvalapio g Nuéoag tov IMaoxa pag daPePatwvet yior 1o XLoto Ot «AaPwv
avnAOe MOAAX TN VIKNG OkLAa», ONAadN avaotOnke @éovovtag pall Ttov ta TOAAX
Aduoa g vikne. ' avtn ) vikn Aotmov &g PAAOLUE HE KALOUEVES KAQOLES ATIO XA,
AQUBAVOVTAG TO QWG HE TNV AVATTACIUN AAUTIAdA Hag, Y Vo Adupel dixAvovtag to

OKOTOG TG VUXTAG:

Xototog avéotn ék vekpwv, Bavatw Oavatov matroag,

KAl TOLG €V TOolg UViUaot, Cwrv XAQLOAUEVOG.

"Etot Aowntov ayarmtol pov Xouotavol, &g Tiurjoovpe avtr) v mopeia tov Kvpiov
HAG Y T owTtnela Tov YEVoug Twv avOowmwy, ATO TOV 0VEAVO TEOG T1) Y1), &ATIO T1) YN
TEOG TOV AdMN KAl TAAL QOGS TOV 0VEAVO. Ag «AapmouVvO@UEV T AV YVEEL, Kat AAAT|A0LG
TEEQLMITUEAEVOL, OUYXWENOWHEV TAVTIA TI) AVAOTACEL, VPOUHEVOL ATIO T PAON TV

naBwv kal ¢ apaTiag, ota vépTata Vn ¢ dOENGS ToL Beov Kal TS atwviov Cwng.

Xowotog Avéomn! AAnOwg Avéon)!
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