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Behold, the virgin will conceive in the womb and bear a son, and they will call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted means “God is with us” (Gospel Reading of the Matins of Christmas).

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Truly, God is with us! This is the great truth of Christmas for the entire human family
— namely, that God has entered our history, so as to share it with us and redeem it in order
to reveal His purposes in us. The Nativity in the flesh of our Savior in Bethlehem is a
universally recognized event among all the world’s cultures, even if such recognition
sometimes misses the point. The holy days of celebrating the Birth of the Savior have become
overrun with consumerist agendas, and many feel that the sanctity of the Feast has been
diminished. But the holiness of the Nativity can never wane, because the Sun of
Righteousness, Who has arisen upon the world, will never set again. Therefore, if a spirit of
generosity is animated in this season even among unbelievers, we must give thanks. For the
infusion of faith that we bring to the Feast of Christmas is a necessary tonic to the wave of

gift-giving that oftentimes forgets the greatest Gift of all, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Indeed, my beloved Christians, it is from our faith in the One Who was Born in a
Cave and Laid in a Manger for our salvation that the full meaning of Christmas is manifest.

The Nativity in the little town of Bethlehem is perhaps the most generous act that has ever
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happened in the history of the world. God humbled himself, as Saint Paul says in
Philippians: “He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, born in the likeness of
humankind. Being found in human configuration, He humbled Himself, became obedient
unto death, even death by the cross” (Phil. 2:7-8).

God emptied Himself so that we might be filled, made complete and whole. God
offers Himself to the exhaustive experience of humankind (save sin), even unto death, so
that we might have a path to life and, indeed, to life eternal. The gift of our Lord to creation
reveals a bounty that humankind is still trying to comprehend. In fact, it is the ministry of
the Church to demonstrate this tremendous love of God for all His creation in everything

we say and do.

Therefore, my beloved Christians, let us cry out: “Xoiotoc I'evvatal! Aofaoarte!
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!” with expectant hearts and open minds. Let us renew our
generosity toward others in this season of giving, and accept the best that others can offer,

inspired by their experience of the New-Born Babe of Bethlehem.

Xowotog I'evvartal AoEaoarte!

7{5‘ uzorys /{;%;4203

t ELPIDOPHORQOS
Archbishop of America
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IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHZ

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

ApOu. IMowr. 290/2022
Agyxtemokomikn EykvkAlog yia trv é0gtn tr¢ Tov Xgtotov I'evvnioewe.
25 AexepPotov 2022

IToog tovg LeBaocuiwtatovg kal Ocopirleotatovg Agxlepels, toug EvAaPBeotatoug Tepeig
kal Ataxkovovg, toug Movayxoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat tax MEAN twv
Kowotikwv ZvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywrtdtovg Apgxovteg Tov  OIKOUHEVIKOD
IMatowxpxetov, ta péAn e Hyeolag tov 100, ta Hueprjow kai Anoyevpativae LX0AgLy,
tic Dlomtwxovg AdeApotntes, T NeoAaia, tic EAANvVoeOodoLec Opyavwoels kal
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTING AHEQLKNG.

1600 1) mapOévoc év yaotpl et kal TéEeTan viOV, kal kaAéoovot To Ovoua avtov EuuavovnA,
0 &otL pe@epunvevouevov ped nuwv o Ococ» (Mat0. 1:23).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

IMoaypatt 6 Ocog eivat pali pag! O Oeog yivetat AvOQwTog oav EUAS Kal EL0EQXETAL
otV loTopla NS AVOQWTOTNTAS YIX VA PaveEQWOEeL TO BEANUa Tov! AUTO eival TO purjvopa
TV XEoTovyévvwy yix 0An v avOpwmivn owkoyévewx. 'H kata odoka yévvnon tov
Zwtnoog otr) BnOAeéu anoteAet yeyovog maykoouiov eupeAeiag, mov avayvwolletat amo
TOUG TMOALTIOHOUG 0¢ OAa T UMK KAl TX TTAATI TNG YNG, AV KAL KATIOLEG (POQES XAVETAL TO
aAnOwo vonua g €optnc. Ol dyleg NUéQec TV XOLOTOLYEVVOV KATakAVLOVTAL ATIO TO
TIVELUA TOU KATAVAAWTIOHOD, WOTE KATOWOL va Oewgovv OtL 1) tepdtnTar TG £0Q7TNG
ntapaBOewoettal. ‘Opwg 1 tepdTnTa Kal 1) onpacia Mg Tov XQLOTOU YEVVIOEWS O& XAVETAL,
oUte mapaBewoeltal, dOTL O ALOG TG DKALOOVVNG, O OTIOIOG AVETELAE E TNV AVAOTAOT)
oL Kvgiov, d¢ dvet eig TOv alwva. AAAX &g doEalovpe T0 Oe0 Kal YIXx aVTO TO TIVELUA THG

TIQOOPOQAG KAl TNG AVIAAAAYTG dWEWV AKOUN KAL AVARETH 0TOLG AvOEWTIOVS TIov dev
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TUOTEVOLY, YIATL AUTO ATOTEAEL DTOUVNOT 08 OAOVG HAC YIX TO HEYAAO dWEO TOL Bg0v

TEOG €UAG, oV elvat To Oelo Boépog, O dlog 6 Kvplog fjuwv Tnoovg Xolotog.

AVT axQag eivat, ayanmTol pov xolotavol, 1 aAnfewx twv Xolotovyévvawv, OtL
owTtnola pHag ogeidetal otov «tex0évia €v T omnAaio kal AvakALlOévta €v T ATV TV
aAdywv»! H «Xptotov Oeia yévvnoig» otn pker) moAn g BnOAeéu amoteAet tv dmdéAvn
ovykatapaoct tov Oeov, magepPatvoviag oty lotogia Tov kOoHoL. O Be0g KeVWVEL TOV
£avTd Tov, Omwg O AmdotoAog ITavAog onuewdvel oV ETOTOAT TEOG ToUG DALt oiovg:
«AAA" EaVTOV Ekévwoe HOEPT)V DOVAOL AaPV, év OpoLWHATL AVOQWTIWVY YEVOUEVOGS, Kal
oxnNuatt e0EeOElC WG AVOQWTOG ETATIEIVWOEV £XVTOV YEVOUEVOS VTKO0G HEXOL OavAaTov,

Bavdtov d¢ otavgov» (ITpog DiAwm. 2:7-8).

O Oe0¢ kevWVEL EAVTOV, OTE VA HAS KATAOTIOEL OVIA €V TTATQOTITL XAQLTOS KAl
oo@iag! O Oeog yivetat mMANENG avOEWTOg €KTOG NG ApAQTIAG, YeELOUeVOS Bavatov, Wote
va PEOvHE «OdOV owtneilag kat Loy alwviov». O Oedg moo@épel we dwo TOV LIO Tov TO
HOVOYEVT) 0TIV KTLOT), X HEYAAT dwEeX TTOL DVOKOAN TNV KATAVOOUUE HE T AOYIKN HaC.
LTV oAy HaTKOTTA elvat 1] Dl 1) ATTOOTOAT) TNG €KKANOIAG, WG OWHATOS TOL XQLOTOD,
TIOL DELXVEL TNV ATTELQN AYAT TOL Oe0U yix OAT 1) dnuoveyila kat etvat €v TéAet) dAAN O

KAN oM toL Oe0ovL TEOS OAOUVG EuAd!

"Eto, ayamnrol pov adeAgol, ag PpaAovue «Xpwotog yvevvatal Aofaoartel» pe
KQQOLEG TIQOETOLHAOHEVES Y va dexOovv 10 Oelo Bépoc! Ag dvavewVoOLUE dXQKWS T
YeEVaLodwIlx Hag mEOg Tovg &AAAOLG avTr) TV ayia TeElodo, ATodEXOHEVOL AVTO TIOL Ol

AOeAPOL LG UTIOQOVV VO TTQOOPEQOLYV, EUTIVEOUEVOL ATIO TO «TeXOEV VrTtiov TN BnOAeéu».

Xowotog yevvatal AoEdoate!

§ o ;{;%fggo5
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